
Grade Level / Content Area: Grade 5 Social Studies  
Curriculum 

 
Unit 1 Economics BizTown 

Course Description: 
Junior Achievement of NJ’s BizTown is a standards-based 21st Century experiential learning 
curriculum designed for fifth grade students to learn the importance of work readiness, 
entrepreneurship, and financial literacy. 
 
The program starts with 13 teacher-taught lessons and culminates with a optional day-long field trip 
to the volunteer-assisted simulated mini-city of JA BizTown. Here, students apply what they’ve 
learned in the classroom to “real life” as they role play in 14 different store-fronts, including a bank, 
credit union, radio station, city hall, and more in jobs such as CEOs, CFOs, tellers, medical 
technologist, and town mayor. In managing their businesses and acting as responsible citizens and 
wise consumers, JA BizTown students strive to create a successful economy. 
 
Big Ideas:  
Financial Literacy 
Workplace readiness 
Entrepreneurship 
 

Essential Questions 
● How can one person impact the 

economy?  
● What do I want? What do I need? What 

do I have to give up to get 
● How can make sound financial 

decisions?  
 
 

Enduring Understandings 
● Decisions concerning the allocation and 

use of economic resources impact 
individuals and groups 

● Financial planning, savings, and 
investing are important in being 
successful in my financial future. 

●  Personal actions today and tomorrow 
may have an effect on my future 
financial well being.  

 

Areas of Focus:  
6.1.12.C.14.a 
Use economic indicators to evaluate the 
effectiveness of state and national fiscal (i.e., 
government spending and taxation) and 
monetary (i.e., interest rates) policies.  
6.3.4.C.1 
Develop and implement a group initiative that 
addresses an economic issue impacting 
children. 
6.3.8.C.1 
Examine the perspectives of multiple 
stakeholders involved in the local budget 

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments 
(see note  below about the content of this 
section)  
 
Instructional Focus: 

●  Financial Services and Banking 
● Circular Flow of an Economy 
● Free Enterprise 
●  Public Goods and Services 
● Jobs - Interests, Skills, and Applications 
● Business Management 

  
Sample Assessments: 



 

process (e.g., obtaining information, discussing 
priorities). 
 
 
 

● Exit tickets 
● Journal activities 
● Quizzes 
●  Discussion answers 
● Write long/essay 
● Compare/contrast on Venn diagram 
● Answer essential questions 

  
  
Instructional Strategies: 

● Banking simulations 
● Savings plan 
● Discovering personality traits and 

interests 
● Career exploration 
● Reading and research 

 
 
 
   Interdisciplinary Connections 
  
  
   Technology Integration 
  
  
   Global Perspectives 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE re: Examples, Outcomes and Assessments 
The following skills and themes should be reflected in the design of units and lessons for this course 
or content area.  
 
 21st Century Skills: 
 Creativity and Innovation 
  
 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
  
 Communication and Collaboration 
  
 Information Literacy 
  
 Media Literacy 
  
 Life and Career Skills 
  



21st Century Themes (as applies to content 
                                  area): 
 Financial, Economic, Business, and 
 Entrepreneurial Literacy 
  
 Civic Literacy 
  
 Health Literacy  
 
 

Grade Level / Content Area: Grade 5 Social Studies  
Curriculum 

 
Unit 2 Native Americans 

Course Description: 
In this unit, students will be asked to research, investigate, and answer the following: 
Native Americans were given citizenship in 1924. Should they have been American citizens before 
that? What is dual citizenship? Who deserves their patriotism, their native tribes or US? Why? 
 
Big Ideas:  
The struggle to preserve their values, identity, resources, and land shaped the people of the Native 
American tribes and nations in the United States as they resisted termination and assimilation by 
various European and American governments. Native American tribes may be different but they all 
continually strive to use their cultural, religious, and traditional beliefs to survive and thrive. 
 

Essential Questions 
● What  part do  the  Native 

Americans  play  in  our  history?  
● Why is it important to learn about the 

different Native American Nations? 
● How has the treatment of Native 

Americans impacted their lives today? 
How does it impact the lives of all 
Americans? 

 
 

Enduring Understandings 
● Native Americans have undergone 

widespread persecution and cultural 
reshaping since European settlement 
began 

● Native Americans were not given the 
right to vote as citizens until 1924 

● Native American Nations achieve active 
cultural identities today that help to 
shape the culture of our country 

 

Areas of Focus:  
 
6.1.8.A.1.a 
Compare and contrast forms of governance, 
belief systems, and family structures among 
African, European, and Native American 
groups. 
6.1.8.A.3.a 

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments 
(see note  below about the content of this 
section)  
 
Instructional Focus: 

● Citizenship 
● Timeline of voting rights 
● Similarities and differences of Native 

Tribes 



 

Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of 
Independence, and assess the extent to which 
they were fulfilled for women, African 
Americans, and Native Americans during this 
time period. 
6.1.8.D.1.a 
Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, 
values, cultural practices, and political systems 
of Native American groups. 
6.1.8.D.1.b 
Explain how interactions among African, 
European, and Native American groups began 
a cultural transformation. 
 
 
 
 

Sample Assessments: 
● Timeline 
● Exit tickets 
● Journal activities 
● Quizzes 
●  Discussion answers 
● Write long/essay 
● Compare/contrast on Venn diagram 
● Answer essential questions 

  
  
Instructional Strategies: 

● Research rights to vote 
● Compare/contrast tribes 
● Write letter to a tribe 
● Conduct interviews 
● Present tribe research 
● Debate  

 
 
 
   Interdisciplinary Connections 
  
  
   Technology Integration 
  
  
   Global Perspectives 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE re: Examples, Outcomes and Assessments 
The following skills and themes should be reflected in the design of units and lessons for this course 
or content area.  
 
 21st Century Skills: 
 Creativity and Innovation 
  
 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
  
 Communication and Collaboration 
  
 Information Literacy 
  
 Media Literacy 
 



  
 Life and Career Skills 
  
21st Century Themes (as applies to content 
                                  area): 
 Financial, Economic, Business, and 
 Entrepreneurial Literacy 
  
 Civic Literacy 
  
 Health Literacy  
 
 
 

Grade Level / Content Area: Grade 5 Social Studies  
Curriculum 

 
Unit 3 Manifest Destiny and Westward Expansion 

Course Description: 
In this unit, students will be asked to research, investigate, and answer the following: 
How can we explore without creating negative consequences? Is it possible to explore without 
having a negative impact on our surroundings? Do the positive consequences outweigh the negative 
consequences?  
They will then write an argumentative essay, persuading readers that yes, we can keep exploring 
without having negative consequences, or no we should not keep exploring. 
 
Big Ideas:  
To provide freedom, can one country impose its values on another? 
 

Essential Questions 
● What were the causes that lead to the 

necessity for Manifest Destiny? 
● What is Manifest Destiny and how did it 

facilitate westward expansion? 
● How did Manifest Destiny affect the 

Native American tribes? 
● Do the concepts promoted by Manifest 

Destiny exist today? 
 
 

Enduring Understandings 
● People tend to justify their actions 

based on ideals and principles.  The 
movement of people and ideas affects 
all. 

● The westward expansion of the United 
States was closely related to the 
concept of Manifest Destiny, which 
many used as justification for America’s 
territorial expansion • The story of 
westward expansion involved settlers 
moving onto land already occupied by 
Native Americans  

 

Areas of Focus:  
 

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments 
(see note  below about the content of this 



 

6.1.8.A.4.b 
Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny 
influenced the acquisition of land through 
annexation, diplomacy, and war. 
6.1.8.A.4.b 
Map territorial expansion and settlement, as 
well as the locations of conflicts with and 
resettlement of Native Americans. 
 
 
 

section)  
 
Instructional Focus: 

● Westward Expansion 
● Manifest Destiny 
● Impact on Native Americans 

 
Sample Assessments: 

● Timeline 
● Exit tickets 
● Journal activities 
● Quizzes 
●  Discussion answers 
● Write long/essay 
● Compare/contrast on Venn diagram 
● Answer essential questions 

  
Instructional Strategies: 

● Research  
● Compare/contrast 
● Debate  
● Map skills 
● Centers 

 
   Interdisciplinary Connections 
  
  
   Technology Integration 
  
  
   Global Perspectives 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE re: Examples, Outcomes and Assessments 
The following skills and themes should be reflected in the design of units and lessons for this course 
or content area.  
 
 21st Century Skills: 
 Creativity and Innovation 
  
 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
  
 Communication and Collaboration 
  
 Information Literacy 



  
 Media Literacy 
  
 Life and Career Skills 
  
21st Century Themes (as applies to content 
                                  area): 
 Financial, Economic, Business, and 
 Entrepreneurial Literacy 
  
 Civic Literacy 
  
 Health Literacy  
 
 

Grade Level / Content Area: Grade 5 Social Studies  
Curriculum 

 
Unit 4 New Jersey Native Tribes 

Course Description: 
In this unit, students will be asked to research, investigate, and answer the following: 
Why should the Ramapough Lenape Indians be federally recognized? 
How will the Ramapough’s struggle to get federal recognition help them as a tribe in NJ? 
How are their culture/rituals being lost? 
How did the Ramapoughs come to  live in the mountains if they were prominent farmers? 
 
They will then create a documentary from the point of view of the Ramapough Lenape that dispel the 
myths that surround the tribe and explain why the tribe should be a federally recognized. 
 
Big Ideas:  
The Lenape Tribes of NJ have an important role in NJ history and culture. While these tribes are 
recognized by the state of NJ, they are not recognized by the United States government. 
 

Essential Questions 
●  What challenges do NJ Native 

Americans face in conflicts with Western 
culture and its heritage? 

● What is assimilation and why do we 
assimilate? What ways do we 
assimilate? 

●  How does culture influence who we are 
or the decisions we make? 

 
 

Enduring Understandings 
●  Each Indian Nation has a distinct and 

unique cultural heritage that contributes 
to modern New Jersey. 

● The ideologies of Native traditional 
beliefs and spirituality persist into 
modern day life as tribal cultures, 
traditions, and languages are still 
practiced by many American Indian 
people and are incorporated into how 
tribes govern and manage their affairs. 
Additionally, each tribe has its own oral 
histories, which are as valid as written 



 

histories. These histories pre-date the 
“discovery” of North America. 

 

Areas of Focus:  
6.1.4.D.10 
Describe how the influence of Native American 
groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture, is 
manifested in different regions of New Jersey. 
 
 
 
 

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments 
(see note  below about the content of this 
section)  
 
Instructional Focus: 

● Basic NJ background  on Lenni lenape. 
● Basic facts on Federal Recognition 
●  Ramapough Lenape Culture adn 

History 
 
Sample Assessments: 

● Timeline 
● Exit tickets 
● Journal activities 
● Quizzes 
●  Discussion answers 
● Write long/essay 
● Compare/contrast on Venn diagram 
● Answer essential questions 

  
Instructional Strategies: 

● Research  
● Compare/contrast 
● Debate  
● Create documentary 

 
   Interdisciplinary Connections 
  
  
   Technology Integration 
  
  
   Global Perspectives 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE re: Examples, Outcomes and Assessments 
The following skills and themes should be reflected in the design of units and lessons for this course 
or content area.  
 
 21st Century Skills: 



 Creativity and Innovation 
  
 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
  
 Communication and Collaboration 
  
 Information Literacy 
  
 Media Literacy 
  
 Life and Career Skills 
  
21st Century Themes (as applies to content 
                                  area): 
 Financial, Economic, Business, and 
 Entrepreneurial Literacy 
  
 Civic Literacy 
  
 Health Literacy  
 


