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District highlights for the parents, guardians, and families of Summit Public Schools

Union County Superintendent Tours
Summit Schools
We were excited to welcome Interim Executive
Union County Superintendent Daryl Palmieri to
Summit Public Schools! On March 31, Mr.
Palmieri toured every school in the District and
learned more about our programming and
facilities, our talented staff, and our exciting
STEAM initiatives!
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Administrators, SEF, Boosters
Celebrate New Weight Room

SHS Junior Recognized for Work in
Animation

Summit Public Schools administrators and
members of the Summit Educational
Foundation and Summit Boosters
Association celebrated the recently
renovated weight room at Summit High
School with a ribbon cutting ceremony!
The upgrades in the weight room include
brand new floors, lighting, equipment,
machines, and a fresh coat of paint.

Congratulations to Robert who received
recognition in the 2022 Scholastic Art and
Writing Awards! The Summit High School
Junior's work in film and animation was
recognized by a panel of creative
professionals as the most outstanding
work submitted among his peers in all of
Northern New Jersey by the Alliance for
Young Artists & Writers. Robert received
Honorable Mention for two of his
submissions, and Silver Key for another
submission. He shares his animation videos
through his YouTube channel, The World
of Animation.

“Thanks to the generosity of our Board of
Education and community partnerships,
our High School students and staff
members have access to a state-of-theart weight room for Physical Education,
Health, and Science classes like Anatomy
and Physiology, as well as strength and
conditioning training for our athletic
teams, and open opportunities for
students and staff to take advantage after
school hours,” said Superintendent Scott
Hough. “We are extremely grateful and
thrilled to offer this impressive and
educational resource in our District.”

Robert was a student of Ms. Dooley's
Moving Image class last semester. Because
he was submitting his work as a high school
student, he needed a teacher sponsor,
which Ms. Dooley happily agreed. She is
thrilled for Robert for getting recognized
for his hard work and talent!
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SNAPSH

TS AROUND

April is Autism Awareness Month. Check out how our students and staff celebrated and
shared our commitment to an inclusive and welcoming environment for all!
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Third Graders Bring Ellis Island to
Brayton Elementary School
Brayton third graders had a blast during
their trip to Ellis Island! The students then
took what they learned on the trip and
brought it to the elementary school with an
Ellis Island exhibit!
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There is no doubt in my mind that without the
support of the incredible music faculty of the
Summit School System, I would not have been
given the opportunity to even consider a
musical career. They found my passion and they
nurtured it, and I owe them a great debt for
that."
Q: How does it feel to have your alma mater perform
a piece of your music?

Q: How did your Summit music experience
prepare/motivate you to pursue a career in
music?
"It began in the eighth grade with a composition
project assigned by Mr. Bocchino. I have to admit,
I was so incredibly excited that I didn't even read
the directions and I began writing my 40+ bar
bassoon solo for my next lesson, and I had not
seen Mr. Bocchino more enthused. In essence he
said, "Why not more?" I then expanded my work
into a 60+ measure piece, and Mr. Bocchino gave
me every opportunity and resource available to
engrave the piece and then perform it. I did and I
received my own CD with my music on it. When I
got home, I played the piece over and over again
and could not stop thinking, 'that's my music.'
Every time I write a piece, I chase that exact
feeling. When I entered the high school, Mr. Rapp
and Mr. Bocchino continued to encourage me to
write, and because of this, I ended up becoming a
finalist in the New Jersey Music Educators
Association's Young Composers Competition. I
then received a scholarship to attend a summer
camp where I could compose and play bassoon at
the Eastman School of Music.

"I have long been wanting to write for the
Summit High School's ensemble. I grew up
learning about music in these schools, but more
importantly, I fell in love with music while I was
there. Now I have the opportunity to collaborate
with the ensembles that fostered my passion,
and I am so incredibly grateful - and so excited!
At NJPAC's Prudential Hall, the Summit High
School Wind Ensemble will be premiering my
work, "Through the Underdark," a piece that
explores the horror and heroism of fantasy.
When I received this commission, I did not just
want to write a fun piece that the students could
perform - though I hope at the least this has been
achieved - but I wanted to write a piece that
challenged them and introduced them to new
musical techniques. For example, I have multiple
passages in which sections of the ensemble are
asked to play out of time and unsynchronized
with one another; the effect is this wall of chaotic
sounds in conflict with one another. We are
always taught to blend as an ensemble; to play in
time with one another. And now, I have asked for
the exact opposite, and the students have
embraced this chaos and brought my music to
life. I could not be more excited for Alex
Bocchino and the Summit High School Wind
Ensemble to perform the world premiere of this
piece in April."
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Middle School Peer Leaders Read to
Students at the Primary Centers
Lincoln-Hubbard Hosts 'Give and
Give Back' Campaign in April
The L-H PTO kicked off the fundraising
campaign with a day of service where
students participated in a community service
activity. Each grade level partnered with a
local organization, learned about the
important work they do in our community,
and engaged in a volunteer activity that
supports the partner organization.
1st Grade- Making thank you cards and
coloring pictures for Summit Police Officers
and Crossing Guards
2nd Grade- Assembling art kits to be given out
to kids through GRACE (Giving and Receiving
Assistance for our Community’s Essentials)
3rd Grade- Creating healthcare hero
bracelets and thank you cards for doctors and
nurses at Overlook Medical Center through
the Overlook Auxiliary
4th Grade- Creating meal kits for Loaves &
Fishes, a local food pantry in Summit that
helps those in need
5th Grade- Making knotted fleece blankets to
be given out through SAGE Eldercare

As part of the Month of Kindness, our LCJSMS
Peer Leaders and PALS (Peer Assistance
Leaders) went on a field trip to both Primary
Centers to read the book One by Kathryn
Otoshi to Kindergarten students! The LCJSMS
Counseling Department and Elementary
counselors coordinated this program. The
book is about a quiet color Blue, who gets
picked on by Red. Green, Orange, Yellow and
Purple are disappointed by what they witness,
but they aren’t strong enough to stand up to
Red. Eventually One comes along and teaches
the other colors to stand up and COUNT.
This children’s book sends a powerful message
to both the LCJSMS students along with the
elementary school students about being upstanders rather than bystanders. The LCJSMS
students who participated in this program did
a wonderful job explaining this message to the
students. They asked insightful questions and
conveyed a message of significance: Stand up
and COUNT! After the activity was completed,
all of the LCJSMS students and Kindergartners
signed an “ink blot” and placed it, symbolically,
on a large ONE. It was an insightful, powerful,
and moving program!
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High School French Students Visit
Montreal, Quebec City

Franklin Students Advocate for
Individual Carpet Squares
After learning about how to write
persuasive essays during their Argument
and Advocacy Unit, Franklin students
thought about real-life issues they would
like to address, which included the lack of
carpets in the classrooms and lack of
storage space. The class brainstormed
ideas and wrote letters to local carpet
companies requesting donations of carpet
squares.
Two local companies in Summit, West Elm
and Cove Carpets, came through with
flying colors! Both donated over 30 carpet
squares each for the students to use in the
classroom. This has already allowed for
more flexible seating for not only Ms.
Polles' class, but the entire grade. The
generosity of the local community and
their immediate response was such a
positive way for the students to see how
their writing can (and did) make a
difference!

During spring break, students currently in
the French program at Summit High School,
accompanied by French teacher Ms.
Blanton, Assistant Principal Ms. Aaron, and
Spanish teacher Ms. Vicente, traveled to
Quebec City and then Montreal! The
purpose of the trip was to learn about the
history of Canada, in particular, French
history and influence today, and for
students to be able to speak French with
native speakers.
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Third Graders Learn Music and Band
Opportunities through Assemblies
The Summit Public Schools Music
Department is eagerly preparing to
welcome its newest musicians in the next
school year! Third graders in all elementary
schools were treated to a special music
assembly. Professional musicians from
Elefante Music & School of Performing Arts
demonstrated each of the instruments that
students can learn as part of the Band and
Orchestra program starting in fourth grade.
The assembly featured musical genres from
classical, to rock, to jazz on string, brass,
woodwinds and percussion!

Students visit MetLife Stadium to
Explore Careers in the Sports
Industry
Prior to spring break, Summit High School
counselors took a group of students to
MetLife Stadium for JETS Sports Business
Day to learn about careers in the sports
industry, educational and professional
pathways to the industry, and to get a
behind-the-scenes look at how a
stadium/team operates!

2 MINUTES TOPS

In this episode:
Learn more about the
Student Voices Club at
Summit High School
that aims to foster
inclusivity and
encourage unity among
the entire student body

