JUNE 2022

District highlights for the parents, guardians, and families of Summit Public Schools

District Honors 2021-2022 Retirees
Marie Adam
Patricia Lagua
Ann Anderson
Janet Langborgh
Maria Belchior
Doug Maddy
Cheryl Curley
Daniel Miller
Stefan Dodrv
Mary O'Connor
Michelle Ehrich
Angelo Palumbo
Bruce Fenska
Lou Pepe
Dana Folk
Jill Plofsky
Irene Houck
Maryclare Poole
Jane Ann Jones
Nancy Priscu
Kathryn Knecht Marisol Rodriguez
Peter Koppenaal
Loreli Stochaj
Diane Kostibos
Janice Tierney
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8TH GRADE GRADUATION

SUMMIT HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
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SNAPSH

TS AROUND

LCJSMS staff celebrate Stefan Dodrv's
retirement after 27 years in the District

Eighth grader Arissa Kang awarded for
225 hours of community service

Ms. Nassaney's class at WPC has a neon
black-out party

Summit Girls Lacrosse wins Tournament
of Champions against Oak Knoll

Summit students, Stephanie and Victor, celebrate their graduation from Summit Public
Schools at the Summit Community Center

Page 4

www.summit.k12.nj.us

Summit Students Head to Dallas for
Robotics Competition
We were excited to hear about all of the
Summit students who competed in the VEX
Robotics World Championship back in May! In
the elementary division, Brayton 5th graders,
Declan and William, competed in Dallas as a
team. In the Middle School division, 7th
graders and Brayton graduates, Eamon and
Eleri, also competed in Dallas. The most
exciting results came for 8th grader, Nikhil
Ray, whose 8th grade team with students from
multiple nearby districts achieved 2nd place in
the World for their category, VRC Middle
School World Finalists!

Lincoln-Hubbard Pride Pals
Awarded 'Promising Practice'
Character.org, a national advocate and
leader for character in schools and
communities, certified 152 Promising
Practices in schools and organizations,
including Lincoln-Hubbard Elementary
School. The Grade 5 Pride Pals team is
made up of more than 40 students
volunteering their time to make a
difference through service, while
nurturing the Lincoln-Hubbard
community and spirit. Activities have
included organizing a food drive for a
local shelter, creating a choice board
game for families to participate in
together, and hosting 'Olympic'
activities of class challenges to build
teamwork and school spirit.
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Middle School Library Hosts Makers Day
Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School's Library/Media Center hosted Makers
Day for all 6th graders in early June, where everyone explored high and low-tech
maker activities! New Jersey Makers Day inspires and activates libraries to
showcase and highlight STEM and maker culture, enhancing life-long learning.

New Garden Unveiled at Jefferson Elementary School
The Jefferson Elementary Green Team unveiled the new Jefferson Community
Gardens that sits in between Jefferson Primary Center and Jefferson Elementary
School with a ribbon cutting ceremony! Students from both schools came out to
explore the vegetables, pollinators, and sensory box, and to help with the ribbon
cutting ceremony. The grant to revamp the garden was generously provided by the
Summit Educational Foundation.

Page 6

www.summit.k12.nj.us

Students Virtually Tour Wildlife
Rescue Ranch

Franklin Celebrates Retirement
of Librarian, Loreli Stochaj

For the past few months, our elementary
World Language teachers have worked
with third graders to fundraise to
symbolically adopt a toucan and sloth
from the Toucan Rescue Ranch in Costa
Rica! The students surpassed their goal
and raised $1,671! The students then had
a virtual tour of the Ranch and met some
of the toucans and sloths currently being
rehabilitated.

Franklin Librarian, Ms. Loreli Stochaj, is
retiring after 36 years in Summit Public
Schools. She has touched the lives of so
many students, families, and members of
the Summit community. Before the
school year ended, Ms. Tierney gathered
the whole school outside to celebrate Ms.
Stochaj and presented a rendition of a
plaque that will go in the Franklin library
in her honor. Thank you, Ms. Stochaj, for
your years of teaching, support, love, and
dedication to the Franklin and Summit
community!
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Washington's Pulsera Project
Washington Elementary School 4th
graders participated in an international
service project to provide economic
opportunities for Nicaraguans and
Guatemalans through the Pulsera
Project. Pulsera means 'bracelet' in
Spanish. Students worked with Mrs.
Abramov, the school library media
specialist, during library class to learn
about Nicaragua and Guatemala using
the online encyclopedia, Britannica
School. The students created slideshows
sharing what they learned about the
people of these two countries. Then the
students created posters to put up
around the school to advertise the selling
of the pulseras. Senora Jerez organized
volunteers to have a grade level sale
during the school day. This service
project was a success with the 4th
graders selling 496 pulseras and earning
$2,630 for the artists of these countries!
This is the third year that Washington
School has participated in this project
raising over $7,000 in total.

Battle of the Books
Congratulations to the 4th and 5th grade
Battle of the Books champions! Starting in
November, teams read 15 books and in
March, they began to "battle" against
other teams from their own school by
answering questions about the 15 books.
The winning team from each elementary
school then "battled' against the other
elementary winners (both battles had to
go into a tie breaker round!) to have one
4th grade and one 5th grade overall
district winner!
4th Grade Champs: Lincoln-Hubbard
team "The Chickens" Adela, Hailey, Ella,
Adya, Aditi
5th Grade Champs: Brayton team "The
Nerds" Georgie, Kashvi, Micaela, Sydney,
Melina

