NOVEMBER 2021

District highlights for the parents, guardians, and families of Summit Public Schools

History Made on the Hilltop
The Summit Varsity Boys Soccer team is advancing to the Group 3 State
Finals on Saturday, November 20th at 12:30 p.m. Summit will play
Cherry Hill West in the championship game at Kean University. Summit
Boys Cross Country finished second in the Group 3 Championships! The
Boys qualify as a team for the Meet of Champions for only the 4th time
in school history. The Meet of Champions is also on Saturday,
November 20th at Holmdel Park. Lara Cota finished 4th overall in the
Group 3 Championship and is the first runner since 1981 to run below
19 minutes at the famed Holmdel Park Cross Country Course. We wish
all of our Hilltopper student-athletes the best of luck as they continue
to compete and represent Summit Public Schools!
Be on the lookout for a full report of Hilltopper athletic achievements
and highlights from the fall 2021 season in mid-December!

Summit Scoop is a monthly
newsletter for the families in the
Summit Public School District.
Every month, Summit Scoop will
feature stories of student
achievement, events in the
District, and positive news
around this special school
community. At the bottom of the
newsletter, you will find a link to
2 Minutes Tops: a video series
featuring interviews and Summit
stories in under 2 minutes! All
issues of Summit Scoop will be
posted on the District website on
the Communications page.
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Hilltoppers Commit on
National Signing Day

Sixth Graders Participate in NFL
Play 60 with New York Jets

Congratulations to 11 Hilltoppers who were
recognized for committing to continue their
academic and athletic careers in college!

In early November, over a dozen 6th grade students
from LCJSMS competed in the NFL Play 60 Flag
Football Tournament against local middle schools!
The Middle School Physical Education staff, in
connection with the New York Jets, introduced this
program to the 6th grade P.E. classes earlier this fall.
NFL Play 60 promotes kids getting at least 60
minutes of physical activity every day.

Lara Cota, Track & Field - University of
Pennsylvania
Dagny Donaldson, Swimming - Lehigh University
Teddy Robertson, Track & Field - Lafayette College
Dylan Sebastian, Lacrosse - Hofstra University
John Murray, Lacrosse - Sacred Heart University
Ethan Harris, Soccer - Colgate University
Natasha Kim, Soccer - Indiana University
Maggie DeFabio, Lacrosse - The United States
Naval Academy
Jessica Penner, Lacrosse - Elon University
Kit Zanelli, Lacrosse - Ohio State University
Olivia Lawlor, Basketball - Dartmouth College

Puffs, or Seven Increasingly Eventful Years at a Certain School of Magic and Magic
THE LCJSMS DRAMA DEPARTMENT PRESENTS 'PUFFS OR SEVEN
INCREASINGLY EVENTFUL YEARS AT A CERTAIN SCHOOL OF MAGIC AND
MAGIC' ON NOVEMBER 19TH AND 20TH AT 7 P.M. IN THE LAWTON C.
JOHNSON SUMMIT MIDDLE SCHOOL AUDITORIUM. FOR SEVEN YEARS A
CERTAIN BOY WIZARD WENT TO WIZARD SCHOOL. THIS, HOWEVER, IS NOT
HIS STORY. THIS IS THE STORY OF THE PUFFS… WHO JUST HAPPENED TO BE
THERE, TOO. A PLAY FOR ANYONE WHO HAS NEVER BEEN DESTINED TO
SAVE THE WORLD. THIS IS A FAST PACED SHOW THAT INCLUDES LOUD
NOISES AND FLASHING LIGHTS AND IS RECOMMENDED FOR WITCHES AND
WIZARDS AGE 7 AND UP.
TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW! LINK TO PURCHASE:
HTTPS://WWW.SHOWTIX4U.COM/EVENT-DETAILS/57822
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Franklin Community Gives Back
Thank you Franklin families for your generosity for
this year's Turkey Trot! In a one-day donation
period, Franklin School collected over 2,380 items
of food - many with multiple items contained in the
package i.e. 6 cans of tuna, 4 hand soaps, etc. All
items were donated to GRACE (Giving and
Receiving Assistance for our Community's
Essentials) in Summit.
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LCJSMS Hosts Club and
Community Service Fair
On Thursday, November 18th, Lawton C. Johnson
Summit Middle School hosted its first Club and
Community Service Fair. Booths were set up in the
gymnasium with representatives from The
Connection, Summit Police Department, Civil Air
Patrol, Summit Free Public Library, and The Summit
Area YMCA who presented students with
information about their volunteer opportunities.
Each year, 8th-grade students complete 20 hours of
community service. Students who fulfill the 20-hour
requirement earn the right to attend celebrations at
the end of the school year. The Fair also provided
students with an opportunity to check out some of
the clubs offered in the school.

Spanish Club Celebrates Día de
los Muertos
Members of the Spanish Club at Summit High
School created a Día de los Muertos ofrenda (Day
of the Dead altar). The members of the club
worked together to bring this reminder of the
Mexican celebration. One of the club's goals is to
bring more awareness of cultural practicing in the
Hispanic culture.

Native American Heritage Month
Did you know that November is Native American
Heritage Month, or as it is commonly refered to,
American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage
Month?
The month is a time to celebrate rich and diverse
cultures, traditions, and histories and to
acknowledge the important contributions of Native
people. Heritage Month is also an opportune time to
educate the general public about tribes, to raise a
general awareness about the unique challenges
Native people have faced both historically and in the
present, and the ways in which tribal citizens have
worked to conquer these challenges.
Source: National Congress of American Indians
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SHS Students Visit Recording Studio
Members of Summit High School’s Audio Engineering
and Digital Music Production class visited Backroom
Studios in Rockaway, NJ. Students spent the day
experiencing the inner-workings of a professional
recording studio. Working under the direction of
owner and recording engineer Kevin Antreassian, SHS
students learned about all aspects of the music
production business including recording, mixing,
editing, and mastering music, as well as the science
behind audio engineering and its potential towards
future career pathways.
The day involved hands-on learning experiences
regarding how to properly mic instruments, setting up
a recording session using Pro Tools, Melodyne, and
utilizing other industry standard equipment and
software. Several student musicians were able to
perform on drums, voice, and guitar and experience
the process of a professional recording session
firsthand! Upon returning to SHS, the students were
able to put what they learned into action by setting up
their own recording sessions within SHS’s brand new
Wenger SoundLok studio, generously funded by the
Summit Educational Foundation. This field trip was
made possible due to the generous financial support
of the Summit Music Parents Association (SMPA).
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Washington Brings Mosaic to Life
in School Cafeteria
The entire Washington student body is creating a
beautiful mosaic in the cafeteria! This project
originally started in the 2019-2020 school year with
the school's theme: We Choose Happy. Washington
brought in an artist to create a mural out of
drawings from students about what makes them
happy at school. Due to the pandemic, the project
was put on hold. Thankfully now they are starting
back up, and hope to finish the mosaic by the end of
November. We can't wait to see the final product!
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LCJSMS Hosts Veterans Day
Assembly
LCJSMS proudly hosted a Veterans Day
assembly, featuring two guest speakers: Mr.
Gary Burns, former LCJSMS Teacher and
Veteran, and Detective Henry Ludeña,
Summit Police Department Officer and
Veteran. The assembly featured wonderful
performances from the Orchestra, Bel Canto,
and Band. It was a great opportunity to thank
our veterans, including LCJSMS staff and
members of the Summit Board of Education,
and learn the history about Veterans Day in
our country.

Day of Giving at The Primary
Centers
Our young students learned about community
needs and wants, and how giving can make a big
difference in the lives of those in need. Students
at JPC and WPC participated in several projects
on Day of Giving such as Mugs for Warmth, Bags
for Bridges, holiday cards for SAGE Eldercare as
well as the Summit Police and Fire Departments,
and decorations for boxes of donations to
GRACE's Pantry in Summit. The Primary Centers
community thanks all families who donated
supplies and helped with the delivery of items to
the community organizations!

2 MINUTES TOPS
We get it - we all have busy
schedules and lifestyles.
That's why we created 2
Minutes Tops. Every month,
Communications Officer
Laurene Callander dives into
Hilltopper highlights and
shares what you need to
know in the Summit school
community...all under 2
minutes! Click on the icon to
the left, and enjoy!

In this episode:

Learn more about our
STEAM room at Jefferson
Elementary School, where
students from first
through fifth grade create,
explore, and engineer in a
creative and collaborative
environment!

