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Summit Public Schools 
Summit, New Jersey 

Grade Level: Kindergarten - Content Area: Reading 
 
Overview: 
 
Unit 1: We Are Readers 
 
We Are Readers is the first unit of the kindergarten year and there is a big focus on students developing 
foundational reading skills that allow them to take off as readers. This unit supports concepts of print, the 
understanding that books are read from cover to cover, left to right, top to bottom. 
  
In this first unit, the reading workshop will be short, leaving more time for shared reading, read aloud, 
phonics, and classroom routines. The reading workshop will approximately total 20 minutes at the 
beginning of the year: 5-10 minutes for the mini-lesson and another 10 minutes for guided/independent 
practice. This will increase across the year as students develop more conventional reading skills. 
 
Another important foundational skill is phonological awareness. Students will learn that sentences are 
made up of words, read nursery rhymes, and play with sounds. Students also develop phonemic 
awareness by manipulating sounds within words. The unit is designed to build on phonics time where 
students learn letter names and  letter sounds.   
 
Kindergartners will learn all about concepts of print and word recognition while developing their language 
comprehension through shared reading experiences, read aloud, and partner reading.  This revision of 
We Are Readers Unit of Study  is made up of four bends that combine aspects of the If/Then Emergent 
Reader Unit.  
 
Bend one focuses on concepts of print. Students learn that print is everywhere!  They also learn book 
handling, directionality, mechanics, individual words and pictures. During this bend, students will be led 
through a cumulative guided practice of concepts of print before they private read.  
 
Bend two focuses on nonfiction texts. Students learn about the world by reading words, looking at 
pictures, rereading and talking about books. Learning about the world will be demonstrated with an 
alphabet book. This way students can connect what they are learning in phonics, letters and sounds to 
reading workshop time. They will also connect the topics they are learning about to their own lives. By the 
end of this bend, students will have a few nonfiction books they have reread so many times that they may 
be able to read that book on their own.  
 
Bend three focuses on fiction books. Readers read old favorite storybooks. By reading familiar stories 
students will sound like characters, read with partners, look at pictures and words and retell books.  
 
Bend four focuses on partner reading. Students will have a chance to read other types of text like nursery 
rhymes, songs, and poems. Children learn to see-saw-read, share WOW parts, add their own ideas, and 
learn to read the pictures and the words. Students get a chance to work alongside others while growing 
as a reader. 
 
 

Unit 1: We Are Readers 

Big Ideas: Course Objectives/Content Statement(s) 
 

●  Establish habits and routines of reader’s workshop  
●  Read and reread emergent storybooks  
●  Read and interpret nonfiction text 
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Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, 

and transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

● What does a reading workshop look and sound like? 
● Why is it important to enjoy books? 
● How do readers share what they have read with 

others? 
● How to we apply knowledge of concepts of print to 

reading books? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students will understand that…  
● Reading workshop is a safe and fun place to 

read and explore books 
● Books are filled with information and stories 

that we can read in different ways.  
● Books are meant to be shared in various ways, 

which help us enjoy and understand our books 
better. 

● Concepts of print allow students to properly 
handle and navigate books effectively. 

Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(New Jersey Student Learning Standards) 

Lessons  

Students will: 
 

Reading Standards for Literature  

Key Ideas and Details:  
RL.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text (who, what, where, 
when, why, how). 
 
RL.K.2: With prompting and support, retell familiar 
stories, including key details (who, what, where, when, 
why, how).  
RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a story. 
Craft and Structure:  
RL.K.4: Ask and answer questions about unknown 
words in a text.  
RL.K.5: Recognize common types of texts (e.g. 
storybooks, poems).  
RL.K.6: With prompting and support, name the author 
and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in 
telling the story.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas :  
RL.K.7: With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in 
which they appear (e.g. what moment in a story an 
illustration depicts).  
RL.K.8: (not applicable to literature)  
RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and 

Bend 1: Launching with Concepts of Print 
 
Session 1: Read the World 
Today I want to teach you that readers walk through the 
world in a special way. They don’t just see things. They read 
things. They read names, signs, directions and songs, too. 
We...  

1. Notice print. 
2. Look at the words. 
3. Think, “What might that say?”  
4. Read. 

 
Session 2: Hold Books the Right Way 
Today I want to teach you that holding the book the right way 
is really important because it helps us understand the book. 
 
We... 

1. Ask, “Where is the front of the book?” 
2. “Where is the back of the book?” 
3. “Where does the story begin?” 

 
Session 3: Directionality: Turning the Pages Matter 
Today I want to teach you that the way we hold the book and 
the way we turn the pages matter because it helps us read 
from the beginning to the end of the book. 
 
We... 

1. Turn the pages. 
2. Read the words from left to right. 
3. Point to the words. 
4. Read all the way to the end. 
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contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in 
familiar stories.  

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity RL.K.10: 
Actively engage in group reading with purpose and 
understanding.  

Reading Standards for Informational Texts 
Key Ideas and Details:  
RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2: With prompting and support, identify the main 
topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or 
pieces of information in a text. 

 
Craft and Structure:  
RI.K.4: With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about unknown words in a text.  
RI.K.5: Identify the front cover, back cover, and title 
page of a book.  
RI.K.6: Name the author and illustrator of a text and 
define the role of each in presenting the ideas or 
information in a text.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  
RI.K.7:. With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and text in which they 
appear (e.g. what person, place, thing, or idea in the 
text an illustration depicts).  
RI.K.8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons 
an author gives to support points in a text. RI.K.9: With 
prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g. in 
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).  

Range of Reading Level of Text Complexity: RI.K.10: 
Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose 
and understanding.  

Foundational Skills  
Print Concepts  
RF.K.1: Demonstrate understanding of the organization 
and basic features of print.  

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, 
and page by page.  

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in 
written language by specific sequences of 
letters.  

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in 
print.  

 
Session 4: Pictures and Words 
Today I want to teach you that the words on the page tell the 
story or teach you new things.  The pictures help you learn 
even more. 
 
We: 

1. Point to the words. 
2. Point to the pictures. 

 
Session 5: Mechanics: Pay Attention to Sentences 
Today I want to teach you that we pay attention to all the 
parts of a sentence to help us read. 
 
We: 

1. Point to the capital letter. 
2. Notice the space between words. 
3. Point to the punctuation. 

 
Bend 2: NonfictionText Favorites - Learn-About-the-
World-Books 
 
Session 6: Learn about Words 
Today I want to teach you that we read books to learn more 
about the world.  These are called nonfiction books. 
 
We... 

1. Read the cover. 
2. Read each page from beginning to end. 
3. Think, “What did I learn?” 

 
Session 7: Readers Reread to Learn More 
Today I want to teach you that readers read books again. 
Rereading books helps readers to learn more. 
 
After we finish a book we… 

1. Look at the cover 
2. Read each page again. 
3. Think, “What else have I learned?” 

 
Session 8:Reread the Help Put the Pages Together and 
Retell 
Today I want to teach you that the more you reread a book, 
the more you begin to understand new things about it. One 
thing you begin to see is how the pages go together. 
We… 

1. Reread a page. 
2. Turn to the next page. 
3. Use a connector word: And then… 
4. Keep on reading. 

 
Session 9: Reread and Talk About to Add a Pinch of You 
“Today I want to teach you that we talk after we reread. 
Talking about books helps us remember what we just read. 
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D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase 
letters of the alphabet.Phonological Awareness  

RF.K.2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds (phonemes).  

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.  
B. Count, produce, blend, and segment syllables in 

spoken words.  
C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of 
single-syllable spoken words.  
D. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial, vowel, 

and final sounds (phonemes) in three-phoneme 
(consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC words. 
(This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or 
/x/.)  

E. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in 
simple, one-syllable words to make new  

words.  

Phonics and Word Recognition  
RF.K.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words. A. 
Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter sound 
correspondences by producing many of the most 
frequently used sounds of each consonant.  

B. Associate the long vowel and short with  
common spellings (graphemes) for the five  

major vowels.  
C. Read high-frequency and sight words with 

automaticity.  
D. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by 

identifying the sounds of the letters that differ 
(e.g., nap and tap; cap and cop).  

Fluency  
RF.K.4: Read emergent text with one-to-one 
correspondence to develop fluency and  
comprehension skills. 

A. Read emergent-readers with purpose and 
understanding.  

B. Read grade-level text for purpose and  
understanding.  

Language Standards  
Conventions of Standard English  

L.K.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.  

A. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. B. Use 
frequently occurring nouns and verbs. C. Form 
regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., 
dog, dogs; wish, wishes).  

We.. 
1. Reread a page. 
2. Think about that part. 
3. Talk to a partner, I think…” 

 
Session 10: Rereading Helps Readers Learn from Words 
in Books, Too 
Today I want to teach you that when we reread books we 
start to notice the words more and more. We use letters and 
their sounds to read words in books. 
We… 

1. Point to the words. 
2. Read each sound in the word. 
3. Blend sounds together. 
4. Reread the words and the picture. 

 
Bend 3: Reading Old Story Favorites 
 
Session 11: Read Familiar Stories 
Today I want to teach you that you can read stories you’ve 
heard before to remember how stories go. 
 
We… 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Look at the pictures and words. 
3. Retell the story page by page. 

 
Session 12: Sound Like the Characters 
Today I want to teach you that when you are reading an old 
favorite story book you can sound like the characters to 
remember the story. 
We… 

1. Name the character. 
2. Think, “What did the character say on this page?” 
3. Say it! 

 
Session 13: Tell Stories in Order Using Connecting 
Words 
Today I want to teach you that we reread stories using 
connector words so we tell it in order. 
 
We… 

1. Look at the book 
2. Connect pages with words like first, next, then, and, 

after, in the end. 
3. Repeat. 

 
Session 14: Point to and Read Important Words 
Today I want to teach you that we repeat important words 
from the story to tell it even better. 
 
We… 

1. Look at the page. 
2. Point to a word. 
3. Say the letters and sounds 
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D. Understand and use question words  
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, 
when, why, how).  

E. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions 
(e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with).  
F. Produce and expand complete sentences in 

shared language activities.  

L.K.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.  

A. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the 
pronoun I.  

B. Recognize and name end punctuation.  
C. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and 

short-vowel sounds (phonemes).  
D. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on 
knowledge of sound-letter relationships.  

Knowledge of Language  

L.K.3. (Begins in grade 2) 
 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.K.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
kindergarten reading and content.  

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and 
apply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a 
bird and learning the verb to duck).  

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -
ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the meaning of an 
unknown word.  

L.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, explore 
word relationships and nuances in word meanings. A. 
Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, 
foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 
represent.  

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently 
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them 
to their opposites (antonyms).  

C. Identify real-life connections between words and 
their use (e.g., note places at school that are 
colorful).  

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 
describing the same general action (e.g., walk, march, 
strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.  

L.K.6. Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 

4. Blend them together. 
 
Session 15: Reading and Talking with Partners Using All 
They Know to About Storybooks 
Today I want to teach you that we work with partners to be 
strong storytellers. 
 
We… 

1. Share an old favorite. 
2. Take turns reading pages. 
3. Practice what we’ve learned. 

 
Bend 4: Reading and Talking with Partners 
 
Session 16: Being a Powerful Partner 
Today I want to teach you something that every reader in the 
world knows. It is fun to read privately and quietly and it is 
also fun to read with a friend. 
 
We… 

1. Sit side-by-side 
2. Place one book in the middle 
3. Read together. 

 
Session 17: See-Saw Read 
Today I want to teach you that partners can see-saw read to 
help each other practice reading. 
 
We… 

1. Sit side-by-side. 
2. Put a book in the middle. 
3. Take turns reading pages. 

 
Session 18: Share Wow-Parts 
Today I want to teach you that partners can mark pages that 
wow them to share them with their partner. 
 
We… 

1. Share a book. 
2. Find the wow part. 
3. Talk about the wow part. 

 
Session 19: Partners Reread and Add a Pinch of Your 
Today I want to teach you that partners can put their book in 
the middle to reread and add a pinch of you. 
We… 

1. Share a book. 
2. Reread a part. 
3. Share a pinch of you by saying, “I think…” 

 
Session 20: Partners Read the Pictures and the Words 
Today I want to teach you that as you put the book in the 
middle, you can reread, and talk. Another way to share 
books is to read the words together. 
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responding to texts.  

Speaking and Listening Standards  
Comprehension and Collaboration  
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., 
listening to others with care and taking turns speaking 
about the topics and texts under  

discussion).  
B. Continue a conversation through multiple 

exchanges.  

SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions about key details and 
requesting clarification if something is not understood.  

SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, 
get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and 
events and, with prompting and support, provide 
additional detail.  

SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.  

SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, 
and ideas clearly. 

 
Career-Ready Practices 
CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee. 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP3: Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 
CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP5: Consider the environmental, social and economic 
impacts of decisions. 
CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8: Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
CRP9: Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management. 
CRP10: Plan education and career paths aligned to personal 
goals. 

We… 
1. Share a Wow part. 
2. Talk about the pictures. 
3. Read words together. 

 
Session 21: Celebration 
Today I want to teach you that when people work hard at 
something and they succeed, they celebrate. One way we 
celebrate is by having a parade. 
We… 

1. Private read. 
2. Partner read. 
3. March in a parade. 
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CRP11: Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP12: Work productively in teams while using cultural 
global competence. 
 

Instructional Strategies:  
Supports for English Language Learners: 

 
 
Differentiation Strategies:  

Accommodations  Interventions  Modifications 

Allow for verbal  
responses 

Multi-sensory  
techniques 

Modified tasks/  
expectations 

Repeat/confirm  
directions 

Increase task  
structure (e.g.,  
directions, 
checks for 
understanding,  
feedback) 

Differentiated  
materials 

Permit response  
provided via  
computer or  
electronic device 

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in 
active  
academic 
responding 
(e.g., writing, 
reading aloud, 
answering  
questions in 
class) 

Individualized  
assessment tools  
based on student  
need 

 

Differentiation Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

● Engage in storytelling via Reader’s Theater 
experiences  

Sample Assessments: 
 

● TCRWP Running Records 
● DIBELS 
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● Interactive writing: co-create charts outlining 
new habits and routines  

● Shared reading experiences: utilize texts that 
align with topics explored in social studies 
science, the arts, and mathematics 

 
Technology Integration 
 

● Engage in storytelling via Reader’s Theater 
experiences  

● Interactive writing: co-create charts outlining 
new habits and routines  

● Shared reading experiences: utilize texts that 
align with topics explored in social studies, 
science, the arts, and mathematics 

 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Use multiple forms of print media (including books, 
illustrations/photographs/artwork, video clips, 
commercials, podcasts, audiobooks,, Playaways, 
newspapers, magazines) to practice reading and 
comprehension skills. 

 
Global Perspectives 

● Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month 
(September 15- October 15) 

 

Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory 
Supports  

Graphic 
Supports  

Interactive 
Supports  

Real-life objects Charts  In pairs or 
partners  

Manipulatives Graphic 
Organizers  

In triands or small 
groups  

Pictures  Tables  In a whole group  

Illustrations, 
diagrams & 
drawings 

Graphs  Using cooperative 
group  

Magazines & 
Newspapers  

Timelines  Structures  

Physical activities  Number lines  Internet / 
Software support 

● Letter/Sound Knowledge Assessments 
● Assessing Snap Words: “Blacking Out Your 

Word Wall” 
● Assessing Developmental Spelling: “Birthday 

Party for Mabel” 
● Phonological/Phonemic Awareness 

Assessments 
● Formative/anecdotal Assessments (data 

collected during small groups, 1:1 conferences, 
active engagement, and share time.) 
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Videos & Film   In the home 
language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & Figures    

 
 

Intervention Strategies  

Accommodation
s  

Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal 
responses  

Multi-sensory 
techniques  

Modified 
tasks/expectation
s  

Repeat/confirm 
directions 

Increase task 
structure (e.g. 
directions, checks 
for understanding, 
feedback 

Differentiated 
materials  

Permit response 
provided via 
computer or 
electronic device  

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in active 
academic 
responding  

Individualized 
assessment tools 
based on student 
need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre-
reading strategies 
and  activities 
previews, 
anticipatory 
guides, and 
semantic 
mapping  

Modified 
assessment 
grading  

 

Professional Resources:  
❒ TCRWP Reading Book 1: We Are Readers, Kindergarten, © 2015  
❒ Heinemann website: https://www.heinemann.com/extracreditclub/home.aspx for anchor charts, unit 
resources, Spanish-language, and other online resources (login with RUOS_GRK)  
❒ Reading Pathways (for reading progressions and student-facing checklists)  
❒ TCRWP website (http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources) Resources including current running records and 
videos to support units of study implementation  
❒ Teaching videos collection available at https://vimeo.com/tcrwp/albums  

Recommended Texts in this unit: The Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Carrot Seed, Mrs. Wishy-Washy, The 
Beetle Alphabet Book or The Farm Alphabet Book, Poems from Unit One in Phonics 
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Summit Public Schools 
Summit, New Jersey 

Grade Level: Kindergarten - Content Area: Reading 
 
Overview: 
 
Unit 2: Using Reading Super Powers to Read Books Just Right 
 
The big focus of this unit revision is to provide students with reading super powers that allow 
them to develop word recognition and language comprehension which leads to overall reading 
comprehension . This unit consists of four bends that reinforce phonological awareness and the 
kindergarten phonics skills students have learned: grapheme/phoneme connections and snap 
words. It also reinforces the language comprehension students are building during read aloud, 
shared reading, and during small groups.  
 
In this second UOS the reading workshop will become a bit longer, approximately 25 minutes. 
The mini-lessons will be about 10 minutes with 15 minutes for independent practice while the 
teacher meets with a small group. 
  
Students learn how to process text for overall reading comprehension using a four-part 
processing model: phonological, orthographic, meaning, and context processing systems. This 
unit teaches students to weave word recognition with sense making to become increasingly 
more automatic readers. Each bend has a connected shared reading experience that reinforces 
the strategies taught. 
 
Bend one focuses on students using their pointer power to track and read the words on a page. 
Each lesson teaches students to attend to all the words on a page and not to skip words.   
 
Bend two focuses on students using sound powers to connect letters (graphemes) to the 
sounds (phonemes) and blend them together to make a single word. This bend teaches 
students to read through the whole word and develop the ability to decode words more 
automatically.  
 
Bend three focuses on integrating phonological, visual, and meaning processes by briefly 
introducing more reading super powers: word part power, vowel power, picture power, and book 
talk power. All these powers will be reinforced in later reading units. 
 
Bend four focuses on putting all the reading powers together. In this bend students learn that 
there is important hard work to do before, during, and after reading. Readers learn HOW to 
orchestrate all their powers to develop the essential ingredients for overall reading 
comprehension.  
 
 

Unit 2: Using Reading Super Powers to Read Books Just Right 

Big Ideas: Course Objectives/Content Statement(s) 
● Getting their minds ready to read books 
● Thinking about the story as they read 
● Using phonics skills to effectively read words 
● Reading and talking with partners 



Revised July 2021 

 
 

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, 

and transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

● How  does  a reader get their mind ready to read? 
● Why and how should a reader think about the story 

as they read? 
● How can a reader apply phonics to effectively read 

words? 
● How can readers discuss texts with their partners? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students will understand that…  
 

● Readers have different ways to get their minds ready 
before reading. 

● Readers think about the story and text as they read. 
● Readers apply knowledge of sounds, letters, and 

common letter patterns to read words. 
● Readers discuss books to improve comprehension 

of what is read. 

Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(New Jersey Student Learning Standards) 

Lessons  

Students will: 
 

Reading Standards for Literature  

Key Ideas and Details:  
RL.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text (who, what, where, 
when, why, how). 

 
RL.K.2: With prompting and support, retell familiar 
stories, including key details (who, what, where, when, 
why, how).  
RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a story. 
Craft and Structure:  
RL.K.4: Ask and answer questions about unknown 
words in a text.  
RL.K.5: Recognize common types of texts (e.g. 
storybooks, poems).  
RL.K.6: With prompting and support, name the author 
and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in 
telling the story.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas :  
RL.K.7: With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in 
which they appear (e.g. what moment in a story an 
illustration depicts).  

Bend 1: Readers Have Pointer Power 
 
Session 1: Pointers Help Us Read 
“Today I want to teach you that you can use your 
pointer power to point to words as you read. 
Pointing to words helps you to read each word. 
 
We… 

1. Point to the word. 
2. Read the word. 
3. Move on to the next word.” 

 
Session 2: The Pointer Finger is  a Tool 
“Today I want to teach you that we point to each 
word as we read.  You can use (your finger as) a 
tool to help you point and read. 
 
We… 

1. Point to the word. 
2. Read the word. 
3. Move on to the next word.” 

 
Session 3: Long Words Get Just One Tap 
“Today I want to remind you that each word gets 
just one tap when you read, even really long 
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RL.K.8: (not applicable to literature)  
RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and 
contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in 
familiar stories.  

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity RL.K.10: 
Actively engage in group reading with purpose and 
understanding.  

Reading Standards for Informational Texts 
Key Ideas and Details:  
RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2: With prompting and support, identify the main 
topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or 
pieces of information in a text. 

 
Craft and Structure:  
RI.K.4: With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about unknown words in a text.  
RI.K.5: Identify the front cover, back cover, and title 
page of a book.  
RI.K.6: Name the author and illustrator of a text and 
define the role of each in presenting the ideas or 
information in a text.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  
RI.K.7:. With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and text in which they 
appear (e.g. what person, place, thing, or idea in the 
text an illustration depicts).  
RI.K.8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons 
an author gives to support points in a text. RI.K.9: With 
prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g. in 
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).  

Range of Reading Level of Text Complexity: RI.K.10: 
Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose 
and understanding.  

Foundational Skills  
Print Concepts  
RF.K.1: Demonstrate understanding of the organization 
and basic features of print.  

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, 
and page by page.  

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in 
written language by specific sequences of 
letters.  

words. Tapping all words once helps us read 
across the page. 
 
We… 

1. Point to the word. 
2. Read the word. 
3. Move on to the next word.” 

 
Session 4: Read Snap Words Quickly 
Today I want to teach you that readers point to 
words they know and read them in a snap. 
Readers use snap word power to help them read 
some words more quickly.  
We… 

1. Point to the word. 
2. Read it in a snap. 
3. Move on to the next word. 

 
Session 5: Partners Give Power 
“Today I want to teach you that you have partner 
power.  Partners use their pointer power together 
to help each other be super readers. 
 
We… 

1. Point to the word. 
2. Read together. 
3. Move to the next word. 

 
Bend 2: Readers Have Sound Power! 
 
Session 6: Say All The Sounds in Words 
“Today I want to teach you that readers have 
sound power to help you say all the sounds in 
words. 
 
We… 

1. Look at the word. 
2. Point to each letter. 
3. Say the sounds.” 

 
Session 7: Alphabet Chart Helps Readers with 
the Sounds in Words 
“Today I want to teach you that readers have 
sound power to help you say all the sounds in a 
word.  You can use an alphabet chart to help.” 
We… 

1. Look at the word. 
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C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in 
print.  

D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase 
letters of the alphabet.Phonological Awareness  

RF.K.2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds (phonemes).  

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.  
B. Count, produce, blend, and segment syllables in 

spoken words.  
C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of 
single-syllable spoken words.  
D. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial, vowel, 

and final sounds (phonemes) in three-phoneme 
(consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC words. 
(This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or 
/x/.)  

E. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in 
simple, one-syllable words to make new  

words.  

Phonics and Word Recognition  
RF.K.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words. A. 
Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter sound 
correspondences by producing many of the most 
frequently used sounds of each consonant.  

B. Associate the long vowel and short with  
common spellings (graphemes) for the five  

major vowels.  
C. Read high-frequency and sight words with 

automaticity.  
D. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by 

identifying the sounds of the letters that differ 
(e.g., nap and tap; cap and cop).  

Fluency  
RF.K.4: Read emergent text with one-to-one 
correspondence to develop fluency and  
comprehension skills. 

A. Read emergent-readers with purpose and 
understanding.  

B. Read grade-level text for purpose and  
understanding.  

Language Standards  
Conventions of Standard English  

L.K.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.  

A. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. B. Use 
frequently occurring nouns and verbs. C. Form 

2. Point to each letter. 
3. Use the chart to help you say the sound. 

 
Session 8: Reread to Sound Right 
“Today I want to teach you another power.  You 
have reread power to help you check that the word 
sounds right.” 
 
We… 

1. Look at a word. 
2. Sound it out. 
3. Reread the word. 

 
Session 9: Read Across a Page in a Snap 
“Today I want to remind you to use your snap word 
power to help you read across the page.” 
 
We… 

1. Look at the word. 
2. If it's a snap word, read it quickly. 
3. Keep reading. 

 
Session 9: Partners Practice Together 
“Today I want to teach you that partners can help 
you practice all of your powers. The more a reader 
practices, the stronger reader they will be.” 
We… 

1. Read together. 
2. Use all your powers… 

a. Pointer Power 
b. Sound Power 
c. Snap Word Power 
d. Reread Power 
e. Partner Power 

 
Bend 3: Readers have Other Powers, too! 
 
Session 10: Reading with Word Parts 
Today I want to teach you that as readers learn to 
put letters and sounds together, they can use word 
part power.  When you have word part power you 
read the first sound and then the ending part of the 
word. 
 
We… 

1. Read the first sound. (onset) 
2. Read the ending of the word. (rime) 
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regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., 
dog, dogs; wish, wishes).  
D. Understand and use question words  

(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, 
when, why, how).  

E. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions 
(e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with).  
F. Produce and expand complete sentences in 

shared language activities.  

L.K.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.  

A. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the 
pronoun I.  

B. Recognize and name end punctuation.  
C. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and 

short-vowel sounds (phonemes).  
D. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on 
knowledge of sound-letter relationships.  

Knowledge of Language  

L.K.3. (Begins in grade 2) 
 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.K.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
kindergarten reading and content.  

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and 
apply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a 
bird and learning the verb to duck).  

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -
ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the meaning of an 
unknown word.  

L.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, explore 
word relationships and nuances in word meanings. A. 
Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, 
foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 
represent.  

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently 
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them 
to their opposites (antonyms).  

C. Identify real-life connections between words and 
their use (e.g., note places at school that are 
colorful).  

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 
describing the same general action (e.g., walk, march, 
strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.  

3. Blend the sounds together. 
 
Session 12: Look for Word Parts You Already 
Know 
Today I want to teach you that word part power 
can help you read.  You can read and hear snap 
words in lots of words we already know. 
 
We… 

1. Read the word slowly. 
2. Look for word parts we know. 
3. Blend the sounds together. 

 
Session 13: Pay Special Attention to Vowels 
Today I want to remind you that vowels have more 
than one sound. Readers pay special attention to 
vowels as they read. We call this vowel power. 
Vowels help us sound out words. 
 
We… 

1. Read the word slowly. 
2. Pay close attention to vowels. 
3. Blend the sounds together. 
4. Reread the word. 

 
Session 14: Pictures Help Us Remember 
Today I want to teach you that once you have 
finished reading the words on a page, readers look 
at the pictures to remember what they have read. 
We call this picture power. 
We... 

1. Read all the words on the page. 
2. Look at the pictures. 
3. Think, “What is this about?” 

 
Session 15: Remember Books by Talking 
Today I want to teach you that after reading a 
book, we never ever just put it away. We talk 
about the book to others. This helps us remember 
what we read. We use our book talk power.  
We… 

1. Share the book. 
2. Read the title and look at the cover. 
3. Point to important pages. 
4. Retell the book. 

 
Bend 4: Putting Powers Together 
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L.K.6. Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts.  

Speaking and Listening Standards  
Comprehension and Collaboration  
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., 
listening to others with care and taking turns speaking 
about the topics and texts under  

discussion).  
B. Continue a conversation through multiple 

exchanges.  

SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions about key details and 
requesting clarification if something is not understood.  

SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, 
get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and 
events and, with prompting and support, provide 
additional detail.  

SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.  

SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, 
and ideas clearly. 

 
Career-Ready Practices 
CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee. 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP3: Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 
CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP5: Consider the environmental, social and economic 
impacts of decisions. 
CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8: Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
CRP9: Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 

 
Session 16: Reading Takes Persistence 
Today I want to teach you that while reading 
super readers must activate many powers. When 
one power does not work, we try another one. It 
takes persistence to be a super reader. Readers 
have Persistence Power. 
While reading we use all our powers… 

1. Pointer power 
2. Sound power 
3. Snap word power 
4. Word part power 
5. Vowel power 
6. Reread power 

 
Session 17: Take a Sneak Peek 
Today I want to teach you that super readers 
activate their reading powers before they open a 
book. Readers use their powers to take a sneak 
peek!  
We…. 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the title. 
3. Think, “What is this about?” 

 
Session 18: Retell After Reading 
Today I want to teach you that after reading the 
words in a book there is more work to do. We must 
remember to think about what we just read. 
Retelling what we read is important too. 
We… 

1. Look at the pictures 
2. Think what happened 
3. Retell across fingers 

 
Session 19: Partners Help Each Other All 
Along the Way 
“Today I want to remind you that partner power 
can help you before, during, and after reading a 
book. Partners help each other become super 
readers. They use their persistence power all 
along the way.” 
Together before reading we use… 

1. Pointer power 
2. Picture power 
3. Sound power 
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management. 
CRP10: Plan education and career paths aligned to personal 
goals. 
CRP11: Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP12: Work productively in teams while using cultural 
global competence. 
 

Instructional Strategies:  
Supports for English Language Learners: 

 
 
Differentiation Strategies:  

Accommodations  Interventions  Modifications 

Allow for verbal  
responses 

Multi-sensory  
techniques 

Modified tasks/  
expectations 

Repeat/confirm  
directions 

Increase task  
structure (e.g.,  
directions, 
checks for 
understanding,  
feedback) 

Differentiated  
materials 

Permit response  
provided via  
computer or  
electronic device 

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in 
active  
academic 
responding 
(e.g., writing, 
reading aloud, 
answering  
questions in 
class) 

Individualized  
assessment tools  
based on student  
need 

 

4. Book talk power 
Together while reading we use… 

1. Pointer power 
2. Sound power 
3. Word part power 
4. Snap word power 
5. Vowel power 
6. Reread power 

Together after reading we use... 
1. Picture power 
2. Book talk power 

 
Session 20: Celebrate Reading Books Just 
Right 
“Today I want to teach you that you can give the 
gift of reading! Think about someone you will read 
with and which book you want to read. To 
celebrate we activate all our reading powers to 
help us read books just right.” 
We… 

1. Give a sneak peak. 
2. Point and sound out each word. 
3. Reread it until it sounds just right. 
4. Retell the book after reading. 

Differentiation Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections Sample Assessments: 
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● Engage in storytelling via Reader’s Theater 

experiences 
● Interactive Writing: Co-Create charts outlining 

new habits and routines 
● Shared Reading Experiences: utilize texts that 

align with topics explored in social studies, 
science, the arts, and mathematics 

 
Technology Integration 
 

● RAZKids 
● Use Screencastify to record student reading, 

partner feedback, and/or student goals 
● www.storylineonline.net for digital storybooks 

mentor reading examples 
● www.getepic.com for digital storybooks 
● www.brainpopjr.com for content-area integration 

 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Use multiple forms of print media, including books, 
illustrations, photographs, artwork, video clips, 
commercials, podcasts, audiobooks, Playaways, 
newspapers, and magazines to practice reading 
and comprehension skills. 

 
Global Perspectives 

● The Global Learning Resource Library 
 

Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory 
Supports  

Graphic 
Supports  

Interactive 
Supports  

Real-life objects Charts  In pairs or 
partners  

Manipulatives Graphic 
Organizers  

In triands or small 
groups  

Pictures  Tables  In a whole group  

Illustrations, 
diagrams & 
drawings 

Graphs  Using cooperative 
group  

Magazines & 
Newspapers  

Timelines  Structures  

 
● TCRWP Running Records 
● DIBELS 
● Letter/Sound Knowledge Assessments 
● Assessing Snap Words: “Blacking Out Your 

Word Wall” 
● Assessing Developmental Spelling: “Birthday 

Party for Mabel” 
● Phonological/Phonemic Awareness 

Assessments 
● Formative/anecdotal Assessments (data 

collected during small groups, 1:1 conferences, 
active engagement, and share time.) 

http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.getepic.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://globallearning.ascd.org/lp/editions/global-continuum/resources.html
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Physical activities  Number lines  Internet / 
Software support 

Videos & Film   In the home 
language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & Figures    

 
 

Intervention Strategies  

Accommodation
s  

Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal 
responses  

Multi-sensory 
techniques  

Modified 
tasks/expectation
s  

Repeat/confirm 
directions 

Increase task 
structure (e.g. 
directions, checks 
for understanding, 
feedback 

Differentiated 
materials  

Permit response 
provided via 
computer or 
electronic device  

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in active 
academic 
responding  

Individualized 
assessment tools 
based on student 
need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre-
reading strategies 
and  activities 
previews, 
anticipatory 
guides, and 
semantic 
mapping  

Modified 
assessment 
grading  

 

Professional Resources:  
● TCRWP Reading Book 2: Just Right Books: Using Our Superpowers to Read, Kindergarten 
● Heinemann.com Website 
● Reading Pathways 

 

Recommended Texts: Brown Bear, Brown Bear, Mrs, Wishy-Washy, Mouse Has Fun Books, Poems and 
Decodable Texts from Phonics Units.  
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Summit Public Schools 
Summit, New Jersey 

Grade Level: Kindergarten - Content Area: Reading 
 
Overview: 
 
Unit 3: Reading Decodable Books: Using Word Part Power to Read Books 
 
This new reading unit works alongside Unit 3: Word Part Power in phonics. The purpose of this 
unit is to help students progress to more conventional reading, giving them opportunities to read 
decodable books. Decodable books allow students to practice phonics skills they are learning. 
Partner work and using tools to support their reading are reinforced throughout the unit. The unit 
consists of four bends that move from reading CVC words to longer CCVC words. 
  
By unit three the reading workshop will be approximately 30 minutes: 10 minute mini-lesson, 
independent practice starts with students reading a decodable book (Read-All-the-Words-
Books) and then they can transition to books they picked from your class library that are in their 
book bags (Choice Books). While students read independently, teachers work with skill based 
small groups. 
 
In the first bend, your reading instruction will review all the super powers from the previous unit. 
This will be a reminder of all the work readers do before, during, and after reading. During each 
lesson the teachers will model using simple decodable books, teaching students to read each 
phoneme and then go back to blend the whole word. For example, /c/ /a/ /t/ cat. 
 
The second bend supports repeated practice of word-part power to read books. Children will 
practice using onset and rime to blend the sounds in words. Students will learn rimes: -at, -an, -
am, -in, -it. Most importantly, students will learn to strengthen their ear muscles to catch both the 
word parts they are learning as well as the first sound. 
 
The third bend will expand reading with onset and rime. Reading word parts: -ap, -ag,-ad, -op, -
ip,- ot, and -ill This extra practice with onset and rime will help students to master letter-sound 
correspondence and move them towards becoming readers of books with CVC words and even 
more challenging words with CCVC and CVCC. During this bend students revisit the alphabet 
chart as a tool to help with reading word parts: -un, -ug. 
 
Bend four prepares students for reading longer words. The bend begins by introducing blends 
and then moves to digraphs. We will focus on digraphs: sh, th, ch. The unit ends with rounding 
up all our reading powers with a reading rodeo--Yee-haw!  
 
Recommended Texts:  
Phonics UOS Unit 3: Mabel’s Kit, The Bug Hug, I Can Hop  
RAZ KIDS: Nat’s Cat ,The Pin with a Tin, Jill and Bill, Dan the Tan Man, I Can Hop, The Pug 
has Fun 
Flyleaf Publishing: Cam and Sam. We Can’t Stop! This and That, Fran Can Flip 
Poems and Songs from UOS in Reading and Phonics 
We Are Gathering Song, The Little Word Song, The Reading Powers Song Adapted and 
Revised from Reading UOS 3: Bigger Books, Digraph Tongue Twister, The Digraph Song  
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Unit 3: Reading Decodable Books: Using Word Part Power to Read Books 

Big Ideas: Course Objectives/Content Statement(s) 
● Readers use knowledge of letter sounds and phonics strategies to read words. 
● Readers use knowledge of letter patterns to effectively read words. 
● Readers use knowledge of onset and rime to effectively read words. 
● Readers work with partners to improve their word reading and comprehension. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, 

understanding, and transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

● How do readers use letter sounds and phonics 
strategies to read words? 

● How do readers use knowledge of letter patterns 
to effectively read words? 

● How do readers use knowledge of onset rime to 
effectively read words? 

● How do readers work with partners to improve 
their word reading and comprehension? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students will understand that…  
● Readers use letter sounds and phonics 

strategies to articulate the sounds represented 
by letters and letter patterns in words and blend 
those sounds together. 

● Readers use common letter patterns known in 
familiar words to read new words with the same 
patterns. 

● Readers use onset and rime sounds in familiar 
words to read new words with similar spellings. 

● Readers practice effectively reading wordings 
with partners to review and improve work 
reading skills and develop sight word 
vocabularies. 

● Readers discuss elements of and ideas about 
texts to deepen comprehension. 

Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(New Jersey Student Learning Standards) 

Lessons  

Students will: 
 

Reading Standards for Literature  

Key Ideas and Details:  
RL.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text (who, 
what, where, when, why, how). 

 
RL.K.2: With prompting and support, retell familiar 
stories, including key details (who, what, where, 
when, why, how).  
RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify 

Bend 1: Remembering Out Powers: Reading All the 
Words on a Page 
 
Session 1: Pointer Power 
Today I want to remind you that readers use their 
pointer power to help read across the page.  
We… 

1. Point to the word. 
2. Read the word. 
3. Move to the next word. 

 
Session 2: Sound Power 
Today I want to remind you that readers use their 
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characters, settings, and major events in a 
story. Craft and Structure:  
RL.K.4: Ask and answer questions about 
unknown words in a text.  
RL.K.5: Recognize common types of texts 
(e.g. storybooks, poems).  
RL.K.6: With prompting and support, name the 
author and illustrator of a story and define the role 
of each in telling the story.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas :  
RL.K.7: With prompting and support, describe 
the relationship between illustrations and the 
story in which they appear (e.g. what moment 
in a story an illustration depicts).  
RL.K.8: (not applicable to literature)  
RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and 
contrast the adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories.  

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.K.10: Actively engage in group reading with 
purpose and understanding.  

Reading Standards for Informational 
Texts Key Ideas and Details:  
RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2: With prompting and support, identify the 
main topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, 
or pieces of information in a text. 

 
Craft and Structure:  
RI.K.4: With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about unknown words in a text.  
RI.K.5: Identify the front cover, back cover, and 
title page of a book.  
RI.K.6: Name the author and illustrator of a text 
and define the role of each in presenting the 
ideas or information in a text.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  
RI.K.7:. With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and text in which 
they appear (e.g. what person, place, thing, or 
idea in the text an illustration depicts).  

sound power to help say all the sounds in words. 
We… 

1. Look at the word. 
2. Point to each letter. 
3. Say the sounds 
4. Blend the sounds together. 

 
Session 3: Reread Power 
Today I want to remind you that readers reread to help 
check that the words sound right. 
We… 

1. Look at the word.  
2. Sound it out. 
3. Reread the word. 

 
Session 4: Snap Word Power 
Today I want to remind you that readers use snap word 
power to help you read across the page. 
 
We.. 

1. Look at the word. 
2. If it is a snap word, read it quickly 
3. Keep reading. 

 
Session 5: Partner Power 
Today I want to remind you that you have a partner to 
help you use your powers. 
We… 

1. Decide how you will read together  
2. Use all your powers 

 
Bend 2: Using Word Part Power to Read 
 
Session 6: Readers Use Word Parts to Help Them 
Read Words 
Today I want to teach you that supers readers can use 
word parts to help them read across a page.  
We..  

1. Read the first sound. (onset) 
2. Read the end of the word. (rime) 
3. Blend the sounds together. 

 
Session 7: Be on the Lookout  for Snap Word -an 
Today I want to teach you that there are snap words 
that can give you word-part power. You can take those 
snap words and use them to read more and more 
words. Today we will focus on -an.  
We… 

1. Read the first sound (onset) 
2. Read the snap word (rime) 
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RI.K.8: With prompting and support, identify the 
reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
RI.K.9: With prompting and support, identify basic 
similarities in and differences between two texts on 
the same topic (e.g. in illustrations, descriptions, or 
procedures).  

Range of Reading Level of Text Complexity: 
RI.K.10: Actively engage in group reading activities 
with purpose and understanding.  

Foundational Skills  
Print Concepts  
RF.K.1: Demonstrate understanding of the 
organization and basic features of print.  

A. Follow words from left to right, top to 
bottom, and page by page.  

B. Recognize that spoken words are 
represented in written language by specific 
sequences of letters.  

C. Understand that words are separated by 
spaces in print.  

D. Recognize and name all upper- and 
lowercase letters of the 
alphabet.Phonological Awareness  

RF.K.2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken 
words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).  

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.  
B. Count, produce, blend, and segment syllables 

in spoken words.  
C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes 
of single-syllable spoken words.  
D. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial, 

vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in three-
phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or 
CVC words. (This does not include CVCs 
ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.)  

E. Add or substitute individual sounds 
(phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to 
make new  

words.  

Phonics and Word Recognition  
RF.K.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding and encoding 
words. A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-
one letter sound correspondences by producing 
many of the most frequently used sounds of each 

3. Blend the sounds together 
 
Session 8: Be on the Lookout for Snap Words -it 
and -in 
Today I want to remind you that there are snap words 
that can give you word-part power. You can take those 
snap words and use them to read more and more 
words (-it, -in). 
 We… 

1. Read the first sound (onset) 
2. Read the snap word (rime) 
3. Blend the sounds together. 

 
Session 9: Building Strong Eat Muscles Using 
Word Part -am 
Today I want to teach you that to have word part power 
you need to have strong ear muscles. Read through 
the whole word catching not only the word part you 
know but the first sound too (-am). 
We… 

1. Point to the word 
2. Say the first sound (onset) 
3. Say the word part (rime) 
4. Blend the sounds together. 

 
Session 10: Word Part Power and Other Reading 
Powers 
Today I want to teach you that when you are reading, 
you need to activate your powers before, during, and 
after reading. Your word part power is especially 
helpful when you come to a word that you can’t easily 
figure out.  
We... 

1. Point to the word  
2. Find the word part that you know 
3. Blend the sounds together 
4. Use your powers as you read 

 
Bend 3: Rounding Up Even More Word Parts 
 
Session 11: Reading Word Parts -op and -ot 
Today I want to teach you that with word part power 
you can read almost any word. The more word parts 
we know the stronger reader we will be. (-op, -ot) 
 We... 

1. Point to the word  
2. Find the word part that you know 
3. Blend the onset and rime together. 

 
Session 12: Reading Onset and Rime 
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consonant.  
B. Associate the long vowel and short with  

common spellings (graphemes) for the five  
major vowels.  

C. Read high-frequency and sight words 
with automaticity.  

D. Distinguish between similarly spelled words 
by identifying the sounds of the letters that 
differ (e.g., nap and tap; cap and cop).  

Fluency  
RF.K.4: Read emergent text with one-to-
one correspondence to develop fluency 
and  
comprehension skills. 

A. Read emergent-readers with purpose 
and understanding.  

B. Read grade-level text for purpose and  
understanding.  

Language Standards  
Conventions of Standard English  

L.K.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  

A. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. B. 
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. C. 
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or 
/es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes).  
D. Understand and use question words  

(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, 
when, why, how).  

E. Use the most frequently occurring 
prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, 
of, by, with).  
F. Produce and expand complete sentences 

in shared language activities.  

L.K.2. Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

A. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and 
the pronoun I.  

B. Recognize and name end punctuation.  
C. Write a letter or letters for most consonant 

and short-vowel sounds (phonemes).  
D. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing 

Today I want to teach you that to read short vowels, it 
sometimes helps to say the word by listening for the 
first sound, then to listen to the word part.   
We… 

1. Read the first part (onset) 
2. Read the last part (rime) 
3. Blend parts together. 

 
Session 13: Reading the Word Part -ip 
Today I want to remind you that with word part power 
you can read almost any word. The more word parts 
we know the stronger reader we will be. (-ip, ill) 
 We... 

1. Point to the word  
2. Read the first part (onset) 
3. Read the last part (rime) 
4. Blend the parts together. 

 
Session 14: Using the Alphabet Chart to Help Read 
Word Parts -un and -ug 
Today I want to teach you that the alphabet chart can 
help you hear and see word parts and all of them can 
help you to read (-at, -un, -an, -ug, -ip). 
We… 

1. Look at the chart 
2. Find pictures with word parts 
3. Use it to read 

 
Session 15: Partners Help with Word Parts 
Today I want to teach you that reading partners can 
help each other with word part power too. 
We… 

1. Read together. 
2. Use your word part power. 
3. Help each other use all your powers. 

 
Bend 4: Lasso Up Longer Words and Digraphs, 
too! 
 
Session 16: Longer Words (CCVC) 
Today I want to teach you that word part power can 
help you read new, longer words. Words that have two 
letters that blend together. We call them blends. 
We... 

1. Point to the word  
2. Blend the first sounds 
3. Read the rime 
4. Blend the parts together 

 
Session 17: Reading Digraphs -ch and -sh 
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on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.  

Knowledge of Language  

L.K.3. (Begins in grade 2) 
 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.K.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
kindergarten reading and content.  

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words 
and apply them accurately (e.g., knowing 
duck is a bird and learning the verb to 
duck).  

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes 
(e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the meaning 
of an unknown word.  

L.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, 
explore word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. A. Sort common objects into categories 
(e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the 
concepts the categories represent.  

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently 
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating 
them to their opposites (antonyms).  

C. Identify real-life connections between words 
and their use (e.g., note places at school that 
are colorful).  

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 
describing the same general action (e.g., walk, 
march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.  

L.K.6. Use words and phrases acquired 
through conversations, reading and being 
read to, and responding to texts.  

Speaking and Listening Standards  
Comprehension and Collaboration  
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about kindergarten topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small and 
larger groups.  

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions 
(e.g., listening to others with care and taking 
turns speaking about the topics and texts under  

discussion).  

Today I want to remind you that word part power can 
help you read new, even longer words. Words that 
have two letters that go together to make one sound; 
we call them digraphs: ch, sh 
We... 

1. Point to the word  
2. Say the first part (digraph ch,sh) 
3. Say the last part (rime) 
4. Blend the parts together 

 
Session 18: Reading Digraph -th 
Today I want to remind you that word part power 
can help you read new, even longer words. Words 
that have two letters that go together to make one 
sound; we call them digraphs: th 
We... 

1. Point to the word  
2. Say the first part (digraph th) 
3. Say the last part (rime) 
4. Blend the parts together 

 
Session 19: Partners Give the Gift of Reading 
Today I want to remind you that with word part power 
we can share the gift of reading with each other. 
We… 

1. Pick a book 
2. Activate word-part power 
3. Activate other powers 
4. Read to each other 

 
Session 20: Celebration: Let’s Round Up 
Superpowers with a Reading Rodeo! 
Today I want to remind you that when you want to read 
up a storm, it helps to use all your powers. Putting our 
powers together makes us super readers. 
We… 

1. Pick a book 
2. Activate powers 
3. Engage before, during, and after reading 
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B. Continue a conversation through 
multiple exchanges.  

SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud 
or information presented orally or through other 
media by asking and answering questions about key 
details and requesting clarification if something is not 
understood.  

SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek 
help, get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, 
and events and, with prompting and support, 
provide additional detail.  

SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to provide additional 
detail.  

SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, 
feelings, and ideas clearly. 

 
Career-Ready Practices 
CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee. 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP3: Attend to personal health and financial well-
being. 
CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with 
reason. 
CRP5: Consider the environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions. 
CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8: Utilize critical thinking to make sense of 
problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP9: Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management. 
CRP10: Plan education and career paths aligned to 
personal goals. 
CRP11: Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP12: Work productively in teams while using cultural 
global competence. 
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Instructional Strategies:  
Supports for English Language Learners: 

 
 
Differentiation Strategies:  

Accommodation
s  

Interventions  Modifications 

Allow for verbal  
responses 

Multi-sensory  
techniques 

Modified tasks/  
expectations 

Repeat/confirm  
directions 

Increase task  
structure (e.g.,  
directions, 
checks for 
understandin
g,  
feedback) 

Differentiated  
materials 

Permit 
response  
provided via  
computer or  
electronic 
device 

Increase 
opportunities 
to engage in 
active  
academic 
responding 
(e.g., writing, 
reading 
aloud, 
answering  
questions in 
class) 

Individualized  
assessment 
tools  
based on 
student  
need 

 

Differentiation Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

● Engage in storytelling via Reader’s Theater 

Sample Assessments: 
 

● TCRWP Running Records 
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experiences 
● Interactive Writing: Co-Create charts 

outlining new habits and routines 
● Shared Reading Experiences: utilize texts 

that align with topics explored in social 
studies, science, the arts, and mathematics 

 
Technology Integration 
 

● RAZKids 
● Use Screencastify to record student 

reading, partner feedback, and/or student 
goals 

● www.storylineonline.net for digital 
storybooks mentor reading examples 

● www.getepic.com for digital storybooks 
● www.brainpopjr.com for content-area 

integration 
 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Use multiple forms of print media, including 
books, illustrations, photographs, artwork, 
video clips, commercials, podcasts, 
audiobooks, Playaways, newspapers, and 
magazines to practice reading and 
comprehension skills. 

 
Global Perspectives 

● The Global Learning Resource Library 
 

Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory 
Supports  

Graphic 
Supports  

Interactive 
Supports  

Real-life objects Charts  In pairs or 
partners  

Manipulatives Graphic 
Organizers  

In triands or 
small groups  

Pictures  Tables  In a whole 
group  

Illustrations, 
diagrams & 

Graphs  Using 
cooperative 

● DIBELS 
● Letter/Sound Knowledge Assessments 
● Assessing Snap Words: “Blacking Out Your 

Word Wall” 
● Assessing Developmental Spelling: 

“Birthday Party for Mabel” 
● Phonological/Phonemic Awareness 

Assessments 
● Formative/anecdotal Assessments (data 

collected during small groups, 1:1 
conferences, active engagement, and share 
time.) 

http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.getepic.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://globallearning.ascd.org/lp/editions/global-continuum/resources.html
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drawings group  

Magazines & 
Newspapers  

Timelines  Structures  

Physical 
activities  

Number lines  Internet / 
Software 
support 

Videos & Film   In the home 
language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & 
Figures  

  

 
 

Intervention Strategies  

Accommodatio
ns  

Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal 
responses  

Multi-sensory 
techniques  

Modified 
tasks/expectatio
ns  

Repeat/confirm 
directions 

Increase task 
structure (e.g. 
directions, 
checks for 
understanding, 
feedback 

Differentiated 
materials  

Permit response 
provided via 
computer or 
electronic 
device  

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in active 
academic 
responding  

Individualized 
assessment 
tools based on 
student need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre-
reading 
strategies and  
activities 
previews, 
anticipatory 
guides, and 
semantic 
mapping  

Modified 
assessment 
grading  
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Professional Resources:  
● Heinemann.com Website 
● Reading Pathways 
● Flyleaf.com 
● Raz-Kids  

Recommended Texts:  
Phonics UOS Unit 3: Mabel’s Kit, The Bug Hug, I Can Hop  
RAZ KIDS: Nat’s Cat ,The Pin with a Tin, Jill and Bill, Dan the Tan Man, I Can Hop, The Pug has Fun 
Flyleaf Publishing: Cam and Sam. We Can’t Stop! This and That, Fran Can Flip 
Poems and Songs from UOS in Reading and Phonics 
We Are Gathering Song, The Little Word Song, The Reading Powers Song Adapted and Revised from Reading 
UOS 3: Bigger Books, Digraph Tongue Twister, The Digraph Song.  
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Summit Public Schools 
Summit, New Jersey 

Grade Level: Kindergarten - Content Area: Reading 
 
Overview: 
 
Unit 4: Reading Decodable Texts Using Vowel Power  
 
In this unit students focus on vowels. Vowels need a lot of attention for most kindergarten students. 
Consonants are considered the more prominent sounds in words. Short vowels need a lot of explicit 
instruction because the movement of the mouth is very subtle. Try making the short vowels in sequence: 
a, e, i, o, u, the mouth movement varies just slightly.  
 
Vowels make 19 of the 44 phonemes in the English language. This is why students need repeated 
practice reading decodable books that feature each short vowel sound, giving students the practice 
needed to distinguish the short vowel sounds. By the end of the unit students move to reading vowels in 
multisyllabic words and the long vowel sounds. 
 
At this point in the year, most students are reading conventionally and can sustain longer independent 
reading time. The reading workshop will continue to last 30 minutes. 10 minutes for the mini-lesson and 
20 minutes of independent practice with a portion of this time for reading decodable books (Read-All-the-
Words-Books) before moving to choice books. Teachers use independent practice to work with targeted 
small groups. 
 
Bend One focuses on the short vowels a and i. This bend focuses on a and i because these vowels are 
easier to distinguish for most children. In phonics the students will be given a new tool, the vowel shield. 
Students will be encouraged to use the vowel shield as a support during the reading workshop, too. 
Children will also be reminded that we cannot only rely on our vowel power, we also have other powers to 
help us read across books. One very important power is partner power. Partners work together to grow 
their vowel power. 
 
Bend two focuses on short vowels, E, O, and U. We start the bend by reading decodables with the short 
vowel E and O, while reviewing previously taught short a and i. The last vowel taught is the vowel Uu. 
After all the short vowels are introduced students focus on listening to the different vowel sounds as well 
as noticing how their throat and mouth feel as they say the vowel.  
 
Bend three features vowels in longer words. We teach students that longer words can have more than 
one syllable and that each part has a vowel. Another focus is on longer CCVC words--words with blends 
and digraphs. The unit ends by introducing the concept that vowels can have more than one sound--long 
and short. In phonics, students are graduating their vowel power and in the reading workshop we are 
celebrating our vowel power, too. The best way to transfer the skill of reading short and long vowels is to 
repeatedly practice reading them in books. 
 
This unit is an introduction to vowels. Many students will need repeated practice reading decodable 
books, practicing vowels a, e, i, o, and u. Each lesson will start with a review of the short vowel previously 
taught. Along with reading decodable texts, students will sing, chant, and read poems and rhymes. 
Graduating our vowel power will allow students to really play with letters and sounds in the upcoming 
kindergarten reading and phonics units. The final phonics unit of the year allows students to review and 
practice all previous skills: beginning and ending sounds, medial sounds, blends, digraphs, multisyllabic 
words, long vowel sounds. 
 
Recommended Texts: 
RAZ KIDS: Did It Fit? Get the Pets, Mutt and the Bug, The Nice Mice, Jake and Kate 
FLYLEAF: Pam Likes to Nap, Can You See 3? Fran Likes to Flip, Jen’s Best Gift Ever, Scamp Gets a 
Bath,  Summer Fun at Duke Park, Mr. Mole’s Stove 
PHONICS: The Wig, Mabel’s Dog, The POP 
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Songs, Poems and Rhymes From Phonics: We Have Power Poem, What Are All the Sounds We 
Hear? Beginning, Middle, End Song, What’s the Middle Sound You Hear? 
 

Unit 4: Reading Decodable Texts Using Vowel Power  

Big Ideas: Course Objectives/Content Statement(s) 
● Readers use their knowledge of letter/sound correspondence to read words accurately 
● Readers use their knowledge of vowels sounds to accurately sound out words 
● Readers work with partners to improve their word reading and comprehension. 

 

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, 

and transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

● How do readers use knowledge of letter sounds to 
accurately decode words?  

● How do readers efficiently sound out words using 
accurate vowel sounds?  

● How do readers cross check their word reading to 
ensure they used the correct vowel sound?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students will understand that…  
 

● Readers can use their knowledge of vowel sounds to 
accurately decode words 

● Every word has a vowel or vowel sound that needs 
to be accurately sounded out. 

● Readers use all their phonics knowledge to 
accurately blend sounds together to form words. 

● Readers practice effectively reading wordings with 
partners to review and improve work reading skills 
and develop sight word vocabularies. 

● Readers discuss elements of and ideas about texts 
to deepen comprehension. 

Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(New Jersey Student Learning Standards) 

Lessons  

Students will: 
 

Reading Standards for Literature  

Key Ideas and Details:  
RL.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text (who, what, where, 
when, why, how). 

 
RL.K.2: With prompting and support, retell familiar 
stories, including key details (who, what, where, when, 
why, how).  
RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a story. 
Craft and Structure:  
RL.K.4: Ask and answer questions about unknown 
words in a text.  
RL.K.5: Recognize common types of texts (e.g. 
storybooks, poems).  

Bend One: Reading Short Vowels Aa and Ii 
 
Session 1: Every Word Needs a Vowel 
Today I have a really big tip for you: every single word needs 
at least one vowel. Every label, every name, every snap 
word...they all have at least one vowel. 
We … 

1. Look at vowels in each word 
2. Name the vowel or vowels 
3. Read the word 

 
Session 2: Reading the Short Vowel -a 
Today I want to teach you the short vowel sound a. Learning 
to read the short vowel <a> as in apple. It helps you read lots 
of words. 
We… 

1. Read each sound 
2. Use the short vowel /a/ 
3. Blend the sounds together 
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RL.K.6: With prompting and support, name the author 
and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in 
telling the story.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas :  
RL.K.7: With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in 
which they appear (e.g. what moment in a story an 
illustration depicts).  
RL.K.8: (not applicable to literature)  
RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and 
contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in 
familiar stories.  

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity RL.K.10: 
Actively engage in group reading with purpose and 
understanding.  

Reading Standards for Informational Texts 
Key Ideas and Details:  
RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2: With prompting and support, identify the main 
topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or 
pieces of information in a text. 

 
Craft and Structure:  
RI.K.4: With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about unknown words in a text.  
RI.K.5: Identify the front cover, back cover, and title 
page of a book.  
RI.K.6: Name the author and illustrator of a text and 
define the role of each in presenting the ideas or 
information in a text.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  
RI.K.7:. With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and text in which they 
appear (e.g. what person, place, thing, or idea in the 
text an illustration depicts).  
RI.K.8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons 
an author gives to support points in a text. RI.K.9: With 
prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g. in 
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).  

Range of Reading Level of Text Complexity: RI.K.10: 
Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose 
and understanding.  

Session 3: Reading the Short Vowel -i  
Today I want to teach you the short vowel sound <i>. 
Learning to read the short vowel <i> as in itch. It helps you 
read lots of words. 
We… 

1. Read each sound 
2. Use the short vowel /a/ 
3. Blend the sounds together 

 
Session 4: Distinguish Short -a and -i  
Today I want to teach you that your vowel power grows 
stronger when you listen very closely. You can hear the 
sounds that vowels make and notice how one vowel sounds 
different from another. Some vowels make a short sound, 
like /a/ in apple or /i/ in igloo.  
We… 

1. Listen to the vowel sound 
2. Ask, `What sound do I hear?” 
3. Blend the sounds together 

 
Session 5: Partners Read with Short -a and -i  
Today I want to remind you that as you read across a page, 
you may notice one vowel sounds different from another. 
One way to grow your vowel power is to read alongside your 
partner. (Focus on A, I) 
We..  

1. Read a book with a partner. 
2. Listen to the vowel sound. 
3. Ask, “What sound do I hear?”  
4. Blend the sounds together. 

 
Session 6: Activate All Powers  
Today I want to teach you that vowel power works with all of 
your other super powers. When you are reading, you can 
use all your powers to help you.  
We … 

1. Activate pointer power  
2. Activate sound power 
3. Activate vowel power  
4. Activate reread power 

 
 
Session 7: The Vowel Shield Helps Us Read  
Today I want to teach that the vowel shield can help remind 
you of the sounds each vowel makes. When reading, you 
can use this tool to read vowels.  
We… 

1. Read across the page. 
2. Listen to the vowel sound in each word. 
3. Use the vowel shield. 
4. Ask, “What is the vowel sound I hear?” 

 
Bend 2: Reading Short Vowels E, O, U 

 
Session 8: Reading the Short Vowel E 
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Foundational Skills  
Print Concepts  
RF.K.1: Demonstrate understanding of the organization 
and basic features of print.  

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, 
and page by page.  

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in 
written language by specific sequences of 
letters.  

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in 
print.  

D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase 
letters of the alphabet.Phonological Awareness  

RF.K.2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds (phonemes).  

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.  
B. Count, produce, blend, and segment syllables in 

spoken words.  
C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of 
single-syllable spoken words.  
D. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial, vowel, 

and final sounds (phonemes) in three-phoneme 
(consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC words. 
(This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or 
/x/.)  

E. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in 
simple, one-syllable words to make new  

words.  

Phonics and Word Recognition  
RF.K.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words. A. 
Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter sound 
correspondences by producing many of the most 
frequently used sounds of each consonant.  

B. Associate the long vowel and short with  
common spellings (graphemes) for the five  

major vowels.  
C. Read high-frequency and sight words with 

automaticity.  
D. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by 

identifying the sounds of the letters that differ 
(e.g., nap and tap; cap and cop).  

Fluency  
RF.K.4: Read emergent text with one-to-one 
correspondence to develop fluency and  
comprehension skills. 

A. Read emergent-readers with purpose and 
understanding.  

B. Read grade-level text for purpose and  

Today I want to teach you the short vowel sound <e>. 
Learning to read the short vowel <e> as in egg/echo. It helps 
you read lots of words. 
We… 

1. Look at the vowel (E) 
2. Say all the sounds  
3. Blend the sounds together 

 
Session 9: Reading the Short Vowel O 
Today I want to teach you the short vowel sound <o>. 
Learning to read the short vowel <o> as in octopus. It helps 
you read lots of words. 
We… 

1. Look at the vowel (O) 
2. Say all the sounds  
3. Blend the sounds together 

 
Session 10: Reading the Short Vowel U  
Today I want to teach you the short vowel sound <u>. 
Learning to read the short vowel <u> as in umbrella or up. It 
helps you read lots of words. 
We… 

1. Look at the vowel (U) 
2. Say all the sounds  
3. Blend the sounds together 

 
Session 11: Feel Different Vowel Sounds  
Today I want to teach you that the more you read, the more 
your vowel power gets stronger. You’ll start to notice that 
different vowels feel different in your throat or your mouth 
when you say them. You can make your vowel power even 
stronger by listening for vowel sounds and feeling for vowel 
sounds.  
We … 

1. Look at the vowel  
2. Pay attention to how it feels 
3. Feel the shape of your mouth 
4. Blend the sounds together 

 
Session 12: Lookout for Vowels 
Today I want to teach you that readers are on the lookout for 
vowels as they read, this helps make your vowel power 
stronger as you read across the page. 
We… 

1. Look at the vowel 
2. Pay attention to the sound 
3. Blend all the sounds 
4. Reread the word  

 
Bend 3: Reading Longer Words and Noticing Vowels 

Have More Sounds 
 
Session 13: Longer Words: Multisyllabic Words 
Today I want to teach you that our vowel power can help us 
read longer words too! 
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understanding.  

Language Standards  
Conventions of Standard English  

L.K.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.  

A. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. B. Use 
frequently occurring nouns and verbs. C. Form 
regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., 
dog, dogs; wish, wishes).  
D. Understand and use question words  

(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, 
when, why, how).  

E. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions 
(e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with).  
F. Produce and expand complete sentences in 

shared language activities.  

L.K.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.  

A. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the 
pronoun I.  

B. Recognize and name end punctuation.  
C. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and 

short-vowel sounds (phonemes).  
D. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on 
knowledge of sound-letter relationships.  

Knowledge of Language  

L.K.3. (Begins in grade 2) 
 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.K.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
kindergarten reading and content.  

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and 
apply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a 
bird and learning the verb to duck).  

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -
ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the meaning of an 
unknown word.  

L.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, explore 
word relationships and nuances in word meanings. A. 
Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, 
foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 
represent.  

We… 
1. Look at the word. 
2. Read part by part. 
3. Blend the parts together. 

 
Session 14: Longer Words With CCVC  
Today I want to remind you that long words can have blends 
and digraphs too. 
We… 

1. Look at the word. 
2. Look for a blend or digraph. 
3. Read the word sound by sound. 
4. Blend the parts together. 

 
Session 15: More Than One Sound Vowel a 
Today I want to teach you that vowels can have more than 
one sound.  Sometimes the vowel <a> can have a short 
sound like apple or a long sound <a> like ape. 
We… 

1. Look across the word. 
2. Read the word sound by sound. 
3. Ask, “Does it sound right?” 
4. If not, go back and try a different vowel sound. 

 
Session 16: Reading the Vowel Ii  
Today I want to teach you that the vowel <i> can have more 
than one sound.  Sometimes the vowel <i> can have a short 
sound like itch and sometimes it has a long sound like ice. 
We… 

1. Look across the word. 
2. Read the word sound by sound. 
3. Ask, “Does it sound right?” 
4. If not, go back and try a different vowel sound. 

 
Session 17: Reading the Vowel Ee    
Today I want to teach you that the vowel <e> can have more 
than one sound.  Sometimes the vowel <e> can have a short 
sound like echo and sometimes it has a long sound like 
easel. 
We… 

1. Look across the word. 
2. Read the word sound by sound. 
3. Ask, “Does it sound right?” 
4. If not, go back and try a different vowel sound. 

 
Session 18: Reading the Vowel Oo  
Today I want to teach you that the vowel <o> can have more 
than one sound.  Sometimes the vowel <o> can have a short 
sound like octopus and sometimes it has a long sound like 
oval. 
We… 

1. Look across the word. 
2. Read the word sound by sound. 
3. Ask, “Does it sound right?” 
4. If not, go back and try a different vowel sound 
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B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently 
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them 
to their opposites (antonyms).  

C. Identify real-life connections between words and 
their use (e.g., note places at school that are 
colorful).  

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 
describing the same general action (e.g., walk, march, 
strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.  

L.K.6. Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts.  

Speaking and Listening Standards  
Comprehension and Collaboration  
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., 
listening to others with care and taking turns speaking 
about the topics and texts under  

discussion).  
B. Continue a conversation through multiple 

exchanges.  

SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions about key details and 
requesting clarification if something is not understood.  

SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, 
get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and 
events and, with prompting and support, provide 
additional detail.  

SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.  

SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, 
and ideas clearly. 

 
Career-Ready Practices 
CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee. 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP3: Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 

 
Session 19: Reading the Vowel Uu 
Today I want to teach you that the vowel <u> can have more 
than one sound.  Sometimes the vowel <u> can have a short 
sound like in up and sometimes it has a long sound like a 
unicorn. 
We… 

1. Look across the word. 
2. Read the word sound by sound. 
3. Ask, “Does it sound right?” 
4. If not, go back and try a different vowel sound. 

 
Session 20: Graduate Vowel Power  
Today I want to teach you that when you graduate with your 
vowel power you are all stronger AND more flexible readers. 
We… 

1. Read together. 
2. Use our vowel power. 
3. Use all of our powers. 
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CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP5: Consider the environmental, social and economic 
impacts of decisions. 
CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8: Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
CRP9: Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management. 
CRP10: Plan education and career paths aligned to personal 
goals. 
CRP11: Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP12: Work productively in teams while using cultural 
global competence. 
 

Instructional Strategies:  
Supports for English Language Learners: 

 
 
Differentiation Strategies:  

Accommodations  Interventions  Modifications 

Allow for verbal  
responses 

Multi-sensory  
techniques 

Modified tasks/  
expectations 

Repeat/confirm  
directions 

Increase task  
structure (e.g.,  
directions, 
checks for 
understanding,  
feedback) 

Differentiated  
materials 

Permit response  
provided via  
computer or  
electronic device 

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in 
active  
academic 
responding 

Individualized  
assessment tools  
based on student  
need 
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(e.g., writing, 
reading aloud, 
answering  
questions in 
class) 

 

Differentiation Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

● Engage in storytelling via Reader’s Theater 
experiences 

● Interactive Writing: Co-Create charts outlining 
new habits and routines 

● Shared Reading Experiences: utilize texts that 
align with topics explored in social studies, 
science, the arts, and mathematics 

 
Technology Integration 
 

● RAZKids 
● Use Screencastify to record student reading, 

partner feedback, and/or student goals 
● www.storylineonline.net for digital storybooks 

mentor reading examples 
● www.getepic.com for digital storybooks 
● www.brainpopjr.com for content-area integration 

 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Use multiple forms of print media, including books, 
illustrations, photographs, artwork, video clips, 
commercials, podcasts, audiobooks, Playaways, 
newspapers, and magazines to practice reading 
and comprehension skills. 

 
Global Perspectives 

● The Global Learning Resource Library 
 

Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory 
Supports  

Graphic 
Supports  

Interactive 
Supports  

Real-life objects Charts  In pairs or 
partners  

Manipulatives Graphic 
Organizers  

In triands or small 
groups  

Sample Assessments: 
 

● TCRWP Running Records 
● DIBELS 
● Letter/Sound Knowledge Assessments 
● Assessing Snap Words: “Blacking Out Your 

Word Wall” 
● Assessing Developmental Spelling: “Birthday 

Party for Mabel” 
● Phonological/Phonemic Awareness 

Assessments 
● Formative/anecdotal Assessments (data 

collected during small groups, 1:1 conferences, 
active engagement, and share time.) 

http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.getepic.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://globallearning.ascd.org/lp/editions/global-continuum/resources.html


Revised July 2021 

Pictures  Tables  In a whole group  

Illustrations, 
diagrams & 
drawings 

Graphs  Using cooperative 
group  

Magazines & 
Newspapers  

Timelines  Structures  

Physical activities  Number lines  Internet / 
Software support 

Videos & Film   In the home 
language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & Figures    

 
 

Intervention Strategies  

Accommodation
s  

Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal 
responses  

Multi-sensory 
techniques  

Modified 
tasks/expectation
s  

Repeat/confirm 
directions 

Increase task 
structure (e.g. 
directions, checks 
for understanding, 
feedback 

Differentiated 
materials  

Permit response 
provided via 
computer or 
electronic device  

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in active 
academic 
responding  

Individualized 
assessment tools 
based on student 
need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre-
reading strategies 
and  activities 
previews, 
anticipatory 
guides, and 
semantic 
mapping  

Modified 
assessment 
grading  
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Professional Resources:  
● Heinemann.com Website 
● Reading Pathways 
● Flyleaf.com  
● Raz-Kids 

Recommended Texts: These are all decodable books that are available through Summit’s subscriptions, or free 
online 
RAZ KIDS: Did It Fit? Get the Pets, Mutt and the Bug, The Nice Mice, Jake and Kate 
FLYLEAF: Pam Likes to Nap, Can You See 3? Fran Likes to Flip, Jen’s Best Gift Ever, Scamp Gets a Bath,  Summer Fun at 
Duke Park, Mr. Mole’s Stove 
PHONICS: The Wig, Mabel’s Dog, The POP 
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Summit Public Schools 
Summit, New Jersey 

Grade Level: Kindergarten - Content Area: Reading 
 
Overview: 
 
Unit 5: Becoming Avid Readers 
 
In this unit, students will begin exploring the question, “What is an avid reader?” The goal is for 
kindergarteners to develop their interest and enthusiasm for reading so that reading becomes 
more automatic and that students love to read beyond the classroom. 
 
The unit is set up so that children are given ample opportunities to apply what they have already 
learned in previous units into new settings. At this point, your teaching is less about new skills 
and more about transfer: making sure children can apply what they have learned with more 
automaticity both in word reading and language comprehension. 
 
Children are encouraged to work through difficulty by setting (and tracking) goals for their own 
learning. Small group work and conferring will be critical to support the transfer of all the 
previously covered superpowers: pointer power, reread power, book talk power, sound power, 
word part power, vowel power, and persistence power. Using informal running records, spelling 
inventories, writing samples, and anecdotal notes will help classroom teachers determine the 
skill work students need. At this point in the year, all students should be able to maintain 20 
minutes of independent practice with a portion of that time practicing with decodables before 
moving to choice books. 
 
In Bend I, readers are encouraged to think, talk, and role-play to bring their books to life. 
Students will explore character’s feelings to develop a deeper understanding of the text while 
working in partnerships and clubs.  
 
Bend II maintains the ideas, routines, and clubs from bend one but shifts the focus towards 
nonfiction. Students will learn new ways to use post-its that will help them monitor their reading.  
 
In Bend III, readers will explore poetry and songs. They will read and reread poems aloud to 
hear the rhythm and beat the poems create and think about how they make them feel. A big 
focus is to move students to be more fluent word readers. 
 
Recommended Texts: 
Fiction: Not Norman by Kelly Bennett, Ish by Peter Reynolds, The Little Engine That Could by 
Watty Piper, Beautiful Oops by Barney Salzberg, Gossie by Olivier Dunrea. 
Poems: Paying with Phonics Unit 5 or previous phonics units, Things by Eloise Greenfield, Itsy 
Bitsy Spider, The Swing by Robert Louis Stevenson,  Click Beetle by Mary Ann Hoberman, 
Read Words, Write Words by Marjorie Martinelli 
Nonfiction: Honey Bees by Martha Rstad, Dragonflies by Margaret Hall  
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Unit 5: Becoming Avid Readers 

Big Ideas: Course Objectives/Content Statement(s) 
● Readers apply knowledge of phonics and effective reading strategies. 
● Readers can work towards improving fluency through rereading. 
● Readers can set goals to improve their reading. 

 
 
 

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, 

understanding, and transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

● How can readers apply knowledge of phonics 
and effective reading strategies? 

● How can readers word towards improving 
fluency through rereading? 

● How can readers set goals to improve their 
reading? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students will understand that…  
● Readers can apply knowledge of phonics and 

effective reading strategies to sound out and 
blend words together. 

● Readers can identify words that are challenging 
for them to read and make a change to their 
reading rate, apply phonics knowledge, use 
strategies, and/or seek help. 

● Readers identify areas of challenge for them in 
their reading, monitor progress towards 
improvement, and make periodic adjustments. 

Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(New Jersey Student Learning Standards) 

Lessons  

Students will: 
 

Reading Standards for Literature  

Key Ideas and Details:  
RL.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text (who, 
what, where, when, why, how). 
RL.K.2: With prompting and support, retell familiar 
stories, including key details (who, what, where, 
when, why, how).  
RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a 
story. Craft and Structure:  
RL.K.4: Ask and answer questions about 

Bend 1: Becoming and Avid Reader 
 
Session 1: What is an Avid Reader? 
Today I want to teach you that you can 
become avid readers. We... 

1. Read A LOT!  
2. Find places everywhere to read.  
3. Keep a stack of books-in-waiting.  
4. Read every chance we get.  
5. REALLY pay attention to the book. 
 

Session 2: React to Books 
Readers, today I want to teach you that avid 
readers don’t just read, they also react. They cry at 
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unknown words in a text.  
RL.K.5: Recognize common types of texts 
(e.g. storybooks, poems).  
RL.K.6: With prompting and support, name the 
author and illustrator of a story and define the role 
of each in telling the story.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas :  
RL.K.7: With prompting and support, describe 
the relationship between illustrations and the 
story in which they appear (e.g. what moment 
in a story an illustration depicts).  
RL.K.8: (not applicable to literature)  
RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and 
contrast the adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories.  
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.K.10: Actively engage in group reading with 
purpose and understanding.  

Reading Standards for Informational 
Texts Key Ideas and Details:  
RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2: With prompting and support, identify the 
main topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, 
or pieces of information in a text. 

 
Craft and Structure:  
RI.K.4: With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about unknown words in a text.  
RI.K.5: Identify the front cover, back cover, and 
title page of a book.  
RI.K.6: Name the author and illustrator of a text 
and define the role of each in presenting the 
ideas or information in a text.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  
RI.K.7:. With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and text in which 
they appear (e.g. what person, place, thing, or 
idea in the text an illustration depicts).  
RI.K.8: With prompting and support, identify the 
reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
RI.K.9: With prompting and support, identify basic 
similarities in and differences between two texts on 

the sad parts and they laugh at the funny parts.  
We...  
1. Read a small chunk of the book.  
2. Ask, “How does the character feel?”  
3. Act out how the character is feeling. 
 
Session 3: Capture Thinking about Books 
Today I want to teach you that readers hold on to 
their thoughts so they don’t just float away. 
Readers do something! 
We... 
1. Stop at important parts.  
2. Mark those parts with post-its. 
3. Use those important parts to talk. 
 
Session 4: Avid Readers Describe Character’s 
Feelings 
Today I want to teach you that when thinking 
about a character’s feelings in a story, it helps to 
be as specific, as precise, as you can be.  
We... 

1. Read every word on the page. 
2. Pause to notice the pictures. 
3. Think, “How is the character feeling?” 
4. Reread the part. 
5. Ask “What word would be just right?” 

 
Session 5: Avid Readers Set Goals 
Today I want to teach you that, as an avid reader, 
it is important to know which superpowers to use 
before, during, and after reading.  
We...  

1. Read a chunk of text.  
2. Look at the super power chart.  
3. Decide, “Which powers do I use a lot and 

which do I need to use more?”  
4. Set a reading goal. 

 
Session 6: Avid Readers Talk about Books 
Today I want to teach you that avid readers don’t 
just read every word in books, after reading they 
talk about books with their partners.  
Together with our partners we... 

1. Read aloud  
2. Read together 
3. Act out parts 
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the same topic (e.g. in illustrations, descriptions, or 
procedures).  
Range of Reading Level of Text Complexity: 
RI.K.10: Actively engage in group reading activities 
with purpose and understanding.  

Foundational Skills  
Print Concepts  
RF.K.1: Demonstrate understanding of the 
organization and basic features of print.  

A. Follow words from left to right, top to 
bottom, and page by page.  

B. Recognize that spoken words are 
represented in written language by specific 
sequences of letters.  

C. Understand that words are separated by 
spaces in print.  

D. Recognize and name all upper- and 
lowercase letters of the 
alphabet.Phonological Awareness  

RF.K.2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken 
words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).  

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.  
B. Count, produce, blend, and segment syllables 

in spoken words.  
C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes 
of single-syllable spoken words.  
D. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial, 

vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in three-
phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or 
CVC words. (This does not include CVCs 
ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.)  

E. Add or substitute individual sounds 
(phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to 
make new  

words.  

Phonics and Word Recognition  
RF.K.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding and encoding 
words. A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-
one letter sound correspondences by producing 
many of the most frequently used sounds of each 
consonant.  

B. Associate the long vowel and short with  
common spellings (graphemes) for the 
five  
major vowels.  

 
Session 7: Do Something All Along the Way 
Today I want to teach you that really good readers 
remember to activate their before, during, and 
after reading powers.  
We...  

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the words. 
3. Look at the pictures. 
4. Think about the character.  
5. Act it out. 

 
Session 8: Avid Readers Closely Read 
Today I want to teach you that when readers read, 
they read and reread parts to understand the story 
more deeply. 
We... 

1. Pay close attention to the words. 
2. Reread the words. 
3. Look at the pictures. 
4. Think about the character. 
5. Act that part out.   

 
Session 9: Avid Readers Think about 
Character Feelings 
Today I want to teach you that avid readers not 
only read the words, they think about the 
character’s feelings. 
We...  

1. Read every single word.  
2. Stop and think, “What is my character 

doing? 
3. Ask, “What is my character feeling?” 
4. Reread the page to learn more. 

 
Bend 2: Learning from All About Books 
 
Session 10: Think and React to Nonfiction 
Today I want to teach you that you are going to 
become avid readers of learn-about-the-world 
books—of nonfiction books!  
We...  

1. Think WOW when a part is interesting. 
2. Mark wow parts with an ! or * 
3. Mark parts with questions: ? 
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C. Read high-frequency and sight words 
with automaticity.  

D. Distinguish between similarly spelled words 
by identifying the sounds of the letters that 
differ (e.g., nap and tap; cap and cop).  

Fluency  
RF.K.4: Read emergent text with one-to-
one correspondence to develop fluency 
and  
comprehension skills. 

A. Read emergent-readers with purpose 
and understanding.  

B. Read grade-level text for purpose and  
understanding.  

Language Standards  
Conventions of Standard English  

L.K.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  

A. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. B. 
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. C. 
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or 
/es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes).  
D. Understand and use question words  

(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, 
when, why, how).  

E. Use the most frequently occurring 
prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, 
of, by, with).  
F. Produce and expand complete sentences 

in shared language activities.  

L.K.2. Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

A. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and 
the pronoun I.  

B. Recognize and name end punctuation.  
C. Write a letter or letters for most consonant 

and short-vowel sounds (phonemes).  
D. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing 
on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.  

Knowledge of Language  

Session 11: Talk Like an Expert 
Today I want to teach you that nonfiction readers 
share what they are learning with others. 
We... 

1. Read a chunk of words.  
2. Stop and think of fancy topic words. 
3. Reread those words. 
4. Look at pictures. 
5. Talk with fancy topic words. 

 
Session 12: Talk about Nonfiction Books 
Today I want to teach you that nonfiction readers 
share what they are learning with others. 
We... 

1. Read a chunk of words.  
2. Stop and think of fancy topic words. 
3. Reread those words. 
4. Look at pictures. 
5. Talk with fancy topic words 

 
Session 13: Falling in Love with Topics 
Today I want to teach you that once an avid 
nonfiction reader finds a topic that he or she loves, 
the reader gathers books on that topic, and finds 
people who love that topic, too.  
We...  

1. Think of an interesting topic.  
2. Collect books on the topic. 
3. Read the words. 
4. Look at the pictures. 
5. Mark WOW parts. 
6. Use book talk. 

 
Session 14: Connect Topics 
Today I want to teach you that when you are 
talking with your club mates, you want to listen to 
what your club mates are teaching you about your 
topic, and talk to them about what they are 
teaching you.  
We...  

1. Share an important/interesting part.  
2. Think, “What did I learn that connects?”  

a. I also learned… 
b. My book connects… 
c. I think...I wonder... 

3. Take turns talking. 
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L.K.3. (Begins in grade 2) 
 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.K.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
kindergarten reading and content.  

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words 
and apply them accurately (e.g., knowing 
duck is a bird and learning the verb to 
duck).  

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes 
(e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the meaning 
of an unknown word.  

L.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, 
explore word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. A. Sort common objects into categories 
(e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the 
concepts the categories represent.  

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently 
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating 
them to their opposites (antonyms).  

C. Identify real-life connections between words 
and their use (e.g., note places at school that 
are colorful).  

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 
describing the same general action (e.g., walk, 
march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings. 
L.K.6. Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts.  

Speaking and Listening Standards  
Comprehension and Collaboration  
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about kindergarten topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small and 
larger groups.  

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions 
(e.g., listening to others with care and taking 
turns speaking about the topics and texts under  

discussion).  
B. Continue a conversation through 

multiple exchanges.  

SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud 

 
Session 15: Share Same and Different 
Today I want to teach you that just as there are 
things that readers of stories pay attention to—like 
the characters—there are also things that 
nonfiction readers pay attention to.  
We… 

1. Tell how the books are the same. 
2. Tell how the books are different. 
3. Ask questions: What, Where, When, Why? 

 
Session 16: Act Out What You Learn 
Today I want to teach you that many of the things 
readers do with storybooks can also be done with 
nonfiction books. It’s especially important, when 
reading either kind of book, that readers…pretend!  
We... 

1. Read the words.  
2. Look at the pictures. 
3. Think about the part. 
4. Act out that part to a partner. 
5. Talk about what you learned. 

 
Bend 3: Falling In Love With Poetry 
 
Session 17: Read for Meaning, Rhythm, and 
Fun 
Today I want to teach you avid poetry readers, 
read a poem over and over until the tune is right, 
the rhythm is right, and the feeling is right. 
Reading Poetry is like reading a song. 
We... 

1. Read and reread the poem.  
2. Think about the poem.  

a. Which words do I want to read 
softly/loudly?  

b. Where do I want to take a breath? 
c. Which lines are so important  to read 

them in an extra special way?  
3. Match the beat of the poem.  
4. Read it over and over to make it sound 

“performance-ready!” 
 
Session 18: Reading More and More 
Today I want to remind you that readers have a 
saying, “When you're done, you’ve just begun.” 
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or information presented orally or through other 
media by asking and answering questions about key 
details and requesting clarification if something is not 
understood.  

SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek 
help, get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, 
and events and, with prompting and support, 
provide additional detail.  

SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to provide additional 
detail.  

SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, 
feelings, and ideas clearly. 

 
Career-Ready Practices 
CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee. 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP3: Attend to personal health and financial well-
being. 
CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with 
reason. 
CRP5: Consider the environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions. 
CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8: Utilize critical thinking to make sense of 
problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP9: Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management. 
CRP10: Plan education and career paths aligned to 
personal goals. 
CRP11: Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP12: Work productively in teams while using cultural 
global competence. 
 

Instructional Strategies:  
Supports for English Language Learners: 

After reading a poem many times, we read it 
again! This helps us to read the poem smoothly 
and understand it even more.  
We… 

1. Activate superpowers 
2. Pay attention to the punctuation 
3. Pay attention to the words 
4. Reread again and again 

 
Session 19: Match Voice to Feeling 
Today I want to teach you that avid poetry readers 
think about how the poem makes them feel and 
then they make their voices match that feeling.  
We... 

1. Read every word of the poem.  
2. Ask, “How does the poet want me to feel—
joyful, silly, upset?  
3. Decide, “How can I read it so it sounds like 
that feeling?”  
3. Use gestures while reading.  
4. Practice with a friend. 

 
Session 20: Avid Readers Record Their 
Thinking to Remember It 
Today I want to teach you that avid readers read 
poems to their partners with feeling in their voices. 
One way to do this is to put a post-it on your poem 
and draw a face to match the poem’s feeling. This 
will help you remember your thoughts about the 
poem. We… 

1. Read the poem. 
2. Think, “What am I feeling?” 
3. Draw a face to match the feeling. 
4. Read to a friend. 

 
Session 21: Be a Copycat Poet 
Today I want to teach you that when you find a 
poem you really love—a favorite—you can fall in 
love with it even more by becoming a copycat 
poet.  
We...  

1. Pick a poem with a rhythm you love.   
2. Decide on a topic that you love.  
3. Think about words for that topic. 
4. Read your new poem out loud.  
5. Listen for how it sounds. 
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Differentiation Strategies:  

Accommodation
s  

Interventions  Modifications 

Allow for verbal  
responses 

Multi-sensory  
techniques 

Modified tasks/  
expectations 

Repeat/confirm  
directions 

Increase task  
structure (e.g.,  
directions, 
checks for 
understandin
g,  
feedback) 

Differentiated  
materials 

Permit 
response  
provided via  
computer or  
electronic 
device 

Increase 
opportunities 
to engage in 
active  
academic 
responding 
(e.g., writing, 
reading 
aloud, 
answering  
questions in 
class) 

Individualized  
assessment 
tools  
based on 
student  
need 

 

 
Session 22: Avid Readers Enhance Phrasing 
Today I want to teach you that avid readers like 
you are ready to read more words together at a 
time, so that your reading can sweep across the 
page. One way to do this is to practice a poem put 
together in many different ways so you can hear 
how different the same words can sound 
depending on how they are arranged.  
We…  

1. Read the words in the poem with different 
phrases: one word, two word, three word, 
original phrasing. 

2. Think, “How does this sound?” 
 
Session 23: Poetry Extravaganza 
Today I want to teach you that whenever you 
come to the end of something, it’s fun to have a 
celebration. One way to celebrate is to have a 
festival of sorts, where there are lots of different, 
fun things you can do together.  
We... 

1. Practice in centers: Read and Illustrate 
Poems, Read and Perform, Karaoke, and 
Copycat Poems.  

2. Name the things we have learned about 
poetry reading. 

3.  Show and share by celebrating your OWN 
work 

 

Differentiation Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

● Engage in storytelling via Reader’s Theater 
experiences 

● Interactive Writing: Co-Create charts 
outlining new habits and routines 

● Shared Reading Experiences: utilize texts 

Sample Assessments: 
 

● TCRWP Running Records 
● DIBELS 
● Letter/Sound Knowledge Assessments 
● Assessing Snap Words: “Blacking Out Your 

Word Wall” 
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that align with topics explored in social 
studies, science, the arts, and mathematics 

 
Technology Integration 
 

● RAZKids 
● Use Screencastify to record student 

reading, partner feedback, and/or student 
goals 

● www.storylineonline.net for digital 
storybooks mentor reading examples 

● www.getepic.com for digital storybooks 
● www.brainpopjr.com for content-area 

integration 
 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Use multiple forms of print media, including 
books, illustrations, photographs, artwork, 
video clips, commercials, podcasts, 
audiobooks, Playaways, newspapers, and 
magazines to practice reading and 
comprehension skills. 

 
Global Perspectives 

● The Global Learning Resource Library 
 

Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory 
Supports  

Graphic 
Supports  

Interactive 
Supports  

Real-life objects Charts  In pairs or 
partners  

Manipulatives Graphic 
Organizers  

In triands or 
small groups  

Pictures  Tables  In a whole 
group  

Illustrations, 
diagrams & 
drawings 

Graphs  Using 
cooperative 
group  

Magazines & 
Newspapers  

Timelines  Structures  

● Assessing Developmental Spelling: 
“Birthday Party for Mabel” 

● Phonological/Phonemic Awareness 
Assessments 

● Formative/anecdotal Assessments (data 
collected during small groups, 1:1 
conferences, active engagement, and share 
time.) 

http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.getepic.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://globallearning.ascd.org/lp/editions/global-continuum/resources.html
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Physical 
activities  

Number lines  Internet / 
Software 
support 

Videos & Film   In the home 
language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & 
Figures  

  

 
 

Intervention Strategies  

Accommodatio
ns  

Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal 
responses  

Multi-sensory 
techniques  

Modified 
tasks/expectatio
ns  

Repeat/confirm 
directions 

Increase task 
structure (e.g. 
directions, 
checks for 
understanding, 
feedback 

Differentiated 
materials  

Permit response 
provided via 
computer or 
electronic 
device  

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in active 
academic 
responding  

Individualized 
assessment 
tools based on 
student need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre-
reading 
strategies and  
activities 
previews, 
anticipatory 
guides, and 
semantic 
mapping  

Modified 
assessment 
grading  

 

Professional Resources:  
● TCRWP Reading Book 4: Becoming Avid Readers, Kindergarten, © 2015  
● Heinemann website: https://www.heinemann.com/extracreditclub/home.aspx for anchor 
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charts, unit resources, Spanish-language, and other online resources (login with 
RUOS_GRK)  

● Reading Pathways (for reading progressions and student-facing checklists)  
● TCRWP website (http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources) Resources including current running 

records and videos to support units of study implementation 

Recommended Texts: 
Fiction: Not Norman by Kelly Bennett, Ish by Peter Reynolds, The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper, 
Beautiful Oops by Barney Salzberg, Gossie by Olivier Dunrea. 
Poems: Paying with Phonics Unit 5 or previous phonics units, Things by Eloise Greenfield, Itsy Bitsy Spider, The 
Swing by Robert Louis Stevenson,  Click Beetle by Mary Ann Hoberman, Read Words, Write Words by Marjorie 
Martinelli 
Nonfiction: Honey Bees by Martha Rstad, Dragonflies by Margaret Hall 
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Summit Public Schools 
Summit, New Jersey 

Grade Level: Kindergarten - Content Area: Reading 
 
Overview: 
 
Unit 6: If...Then Character Unit 
 
This unit uses children’s natural inclination towards imitation and role-playing by inviting them to 
do this same sort of pretending with their characters. It focuses on comprehension skills such as 
inferring, activating prior knowledge, and synthesizing a deeper understanding of characters. 
They will do this by making connections and empathizing with a character’s situation, 
experiences, and relationships. Children will be using their books to help them figure out how to 
act like the characters in those books. 
 
During this unit the use of data will be important to help support end of year kindergartners in all 
previous skills taught. The data will help teachers form small groups and give more 
concentrated one-to-one attention where needed. Some students will need to meet with the 
teacher to reinforce their word recognition skills, while others will work on building specific 
strands of their language comprehension: background knowledge, vocabulary, language 
structure, inferences, and print concepts. 
 
In Bend I, readers work to use strategies to get to know characters to deepen their 
comprehension.  
 
In Bend II, readers will work in partnerships to role play and pretend to be the characters to 
understand them better.  
 
In Bend III, readers will work in clubs to perform their books as a reader's theater.  
 
In Bend IV, readers will work to “give the gift of readers” to others in their lives. 
 
Recommended Books: 
Henry and Mudge, Iris and Walter, Mr. Putter and Tabby, Peter’s Chair, Snowy Day, Noisy 
Nora, Julus, The Baby of the World, Worried Wimbly, Piggy and Elephant Books, Biscuit 
Books,The Ugly Vegetables, Maybe Something Beautiful, Pigeon Has Feelings, Too, Little 
Critter, Max and Mo.  
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Unit 6: If...Then Character 

Big Ideas: Course Objectives/Content Statement(s) 
● Develop comprehension skills such as inferring, activating prior knowledge, and synthesizing 

deeper understandings of characters  
● Make connections and empathize with a character’s situations, experiences, and relationships  
● Identify the story elements of character, setting, and story events, and how these elements can 

help readers understand characters more deeply 
 

 
 

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, 

understanding, and transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

● How do readers get to know the characters in 
their books?  

● How can I become an expert about the  
● characters in my books?  
● Why is it important to read and reread books? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students will understand that…  
● Readers have strategies to get to know 

their characters really well. 
● Readers can use their life experiences to 

make inferences about characters’ 
feelings.  

● Readers can talk about the events of the 
story with their partner or group.  

● Readers reread their books to make the 
characters and stories come to life. 

Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(New Jersey Student Learning Standards) 

Lessons  

Students will: 
 

Reading Standards for Literature  

Key Ideas and Details:  
RL.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text (who, 
what, where, when, why, how). 

 
RL.K.2: With prompting and support, retell familiar 
stories, including key details (who, what, where, 
when, why, how).  
RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a 

Bend 1: Get to Know a Character 
 
Session 1: Take a Book Walk 
Today I want to teach you that readers work hard 
to get to know the characters in new books by 
taking a book walk. 
We... 

1. Look at the title and picture on the cover 
and ask, “What does the cover tell me 
about the character?” 

2. Look at the pictures across the book. 
3. Think, “What kind of character will this be?” 
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story. Craft and Structure:  
RL.K.4: Ask and answer questions about 
unknown words in a text.  
RL.K.5: Recognize common types of texts 
(e.g. storybooks, poems).  
RL.K.6: With prompting and support, name the 
author and illustrator of a story and define the role 
of each in telling the story.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas :  
RL.K.7: With prompting and support, describe 
the relationship between illustrations and the 
story in which they appear (e.g. what moment 
in a story an illustration depicts).  
RL.K.8: (not applicable to literature)  
RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and 
contrast the adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories.  

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.K.10: Actively engage in group reading with 
purpose and understanding.  

Reading Standards for Informational 
Texts Key Ideas and Details:  
RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2: With prompting and support, identify the 
main topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, 
or pieces of information in a text. 

 
Craft and Structure:  
RI.K.4: With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about unknown words in a text.  
RI.K.5: Identify the front cover, back cover, and 
title page of a book.  
RI.K.6: Name the author and illustrator of a text 
and define the role of each in presenting the 
ideas or information in a text.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  
RI.K.7:. With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and text in which 
they appear (e.g. what person, place, thing, or 
idea in the text an illustration depicts).  
RI.K.8: With prompting and support, identify the 

Session 2: Describe the Main Character 
Today I want to teach you that readers work hard 
to get to know their main character. This helps to 
determine what the character is like.  
We... 

1. Read the words. 
2. Use the pictures to look at the character. 
3. Notice the character’s words and actions. 
4. Describe the character. 

 
Session 3: Pay Attention to Character Feelings 
Today I want to remind you that readers pay close 
attention to the facial expressions, body language, 
and gestures of the main character to determine 
how the character is feeling. 
We... 

1. Read the words. 
2. Notice the pictures. 
3. Think, “What does the character feel?” 

 
Session 4: The Setting Influences the 
Character 
Today I want to teach you that readers think about 
how the setting influences the character. A 
character can act differently from place to place. 
We… 

1. Stop and think, “Where is the character?” 
2. Ask: 

● “What is the character doing there?  
● How does this place change the way 

the character thinks, acts, or feels?” 
 
Session 5: Make a Movie in Your Mind 
Today I want to teach you that readers make a 
movie of the story in their mind to help get to know 
the characters even more. We… 

1. Read a chunk of text. 
2. Stop and think, “Who, where, what?’ 
3. Imagine the character in your mind. 

 
Session 6: Endings of Books Matter 
Today I want to teach you that readers pay close 
attention to the endings of books. This helps the 
reader to see how the character changed from 
beginning to the end. 
We... 
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reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
RI.K.9: With prompting and support, identify basic 
similarities in and differences between two texts on 
the same topic (e.g. in illustrations, descriptions, or 
procedures).  

Range of Reading Level of Text Complexity: 
RI.K.10: Actively engage in group reading activities 
with purpose and understanding.  

Foundational Skills  
Print Concepts  
RF.K.1: Demonstrate understanding of the 
organization and basic features of print.  

A. Follow words from left to right, top to 
bottom, and page by page.  

B. Recognize that spoken words are 
represented in written language by specific 
sequences of letters.  

C. Understand that words are separated by 
spaces in print.  

D. Recognize and name all upper- and 
lowercase letters of the 
alphabet.Phonological Awareness  

RF.K.2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken 
words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).  

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.  
B. Count, produce, blend, and segment syllables 

in spoken words.  
C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes 
of single-syllable spoken words.  
D. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial, 

vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in three-
phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or 
CVC words. (This does not include CVCs 
ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.)  

E. Add or substitute individual sounds 
(phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to 
make new  

words.  

Phonics and Word Recognition  
RF.K.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding and encoding 
words. A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-
one letter sound correspondences by producing 
many of the most frequently used sounds of each 
consonant.  

1. Ask, “How does my character think or feel 
now?” 

2. Turn back to the beginning to think, “How 
has the character changed from the 
beginning to the end of the book?” 

 
Session 7: Retell to Connect the Whole Book 
Today I want to teach you that readers have to 
think about how the whole book goes together 
from beginning to the end. Remembering what we 
read helps us to learn about the character.  
We… 

1. Take a picture walk. 
2. Retell the beginning, middle and end. 
3. Ask, “How did the character change?” 

 
Bend 2: Partners Pretend to Be Characters 
 
Session 8: Partners Act Out Parts 
Today I want to teach you that readers use what 
they have learned about their characters and 
pretend to be the characters. 
We… 

1. Choose a character to study. 
2. Read the words and look at pictures. 
3. Think how the character is feeling. 
4. Act like the character using facial 

expressions, gestures, and actions. 
 
Session 9: Narrator and Character 
Today I want to teach you that partners can act out 
scenes together to learn more about the story. 
One partner can be the character and the other 
partner can be the narrator. A narrator is the non-
talking part of the text. 
We... 

1. Decide who will be the character and act 
out what the character is saying and doing. 

2. Decide who will be the narrator and practice 
reading the words. 

 
Session 10: Reread to Learn Even More 
Today I want to remind you that partners can 
reread books to learn even more about the 
characters. We… 

1. Mark a place in your book. 
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B. Associate the long vowel and short with  
common spellings (graphemes) for the five  

major vowels.  
C. Read high-frequency and sight words 

with automaticity.  
D. Distinguish between similarly spelled words 

by identifying the sounds of the letters that 
differ (e.g., nap and tap; cap and cop).  

Fluency  
RF.K.4: Read emergent text with one-to-
one correspondence to develop fluency 
and  
comprehension skills. 

A. Read emergent-readers with purpose 
and understanding.  

B. Read grade-level text for purpose and  
understanding.  

Language Standards  
Conventions of Standard English  

L.K.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  

A. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. B. 
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. C. 
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or 
/es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes).  
D. Understand and use question words  

(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, 
when, why, how).  

E. Use the most frequently occurring 
prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, 
of, by, with).  
F. Produce and expand complete sentences 

in shared language activities.  

L.K.2. Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

A. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and 
the pronoun I.  

B. Recognize and name end punctuation.  
C. Write a letter or letters for most consonant 

and short-vowel sounds (phonemes).  
D. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing 
on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.  

2. Reread it with your partner 
3. Ask, “What else are we learning about this 

character? What are they doing, saying, 
feeling?” 

4. Act it out to learn even more. 
 
Session 11: Learn More From the Pictures, too 
Today I want to teach you that we can learn from 
the pictures, too! They can help you imagine what 
the character might say on each page. 
We... 

1. Look at the pictures closely to notice more. 
2. Use the pictures to add on to what your 

character says. 
3. Mark ideas on a post-it with speech 

bubbles. 
4. Act it out. 

 
Session 12: Partners Activate Book Talk 
Today I want to teach you that partners pretend to 
be the characters in books, and they talk about 
those characters to learn even more! 
Together partners... 

1. Read the words. 
2. Look closely at the pictures. 
3. Talk about the character’s feelings. 
4. Act out parts. 

 
Bend 3: Book Clubs Perform Books About 
Characters and Stories (Reader’s Theater) 
 
Session 13: Work in Character Clubs 
Today I want to teach you that we can work with 
other students to try some reading work about 
characters. To learn about a character in our 
reading clubs,  
We... 

1. Reread the words. 
2. Look at the pictures. 
3. Talk about a character’s feelings. 
4. Listen to clubmates to learn more. 

 
Session 14: Reread to Become a Character 
Expert 
Today I want to teach you that the big secret to 
becoming a character expert is to know the story 
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Knowledge of Language  

L.K.3. (Begins in grade 2) 
 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.K.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
kindergarten reading and content.  

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words 
and apply them accurately (e.g., knowing 
duck is a bird and learning the verb to 
duck).  

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes 
(e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the meaning 
of an unknown word.  

L.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, 
explore word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. A. Sort common objects into categories 
(e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the 
concepts the categories represent.  

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently 
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating 
them to their opposites (antonyms).  

C. Identify real-life connections between words 
and their use (e.g., note places at school that 
are colorful).  

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 
describing the same general action (e.g., walk, 
march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.  

L.K.6. Use words and phrases acquired 
through conversations, reading and being 
read to, and responding to texts.  

Speaking and Listening Standards  
Comprehension and Collaboration  
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about kindergarten topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small and 
larger groups.  

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions 
(e.g., listening to others with care and taking 
turns speaking about the topics and texts under  

discussion).  
B. Continue a conversation through 

of the character really well! 
We… 

1. Read the book paying attention to every 
word. 

2. Reread the book several times for… 
○ Character feelings 
○ Character actions 
○ Character expressions 

3. Act it out with clubmates. 
 
Session 15: Retell the Story Again and Again 
Today I want to teach you that when you are 
becoming an expert on a character you want to 
know the story really well by retelling it with others 
again and again. 
We… 

1. Talk a picture walk 
2. Use connector words:First, next, then… 
3. Take turns retelling the story. 

 
Session 16: Act and Sound Like Characters 
Today I want to teach you that when you are trying 
to act and sound like your characters, you may 
need to try out a few different ways. You can do 
this with the help of your clubmates. 
We… 

1. Read the words  
2. Look at the pictures 
3. Talk about what character says and does 
4. Act it out again and again to sound just like 

the character 
 
Bend 4: Clubs Give the Gift of Reading 
 
Session 17: Make a Performance Plan 
Today I want to teach you that readers can give 
the gift of reading. You can think about the people 
you love and which stories they would love to hear 
from you. 
We… 

1. Decide which story to perform. 
2. Make a plan. 
3. Practice, practice, practice! 

 
Session 18: Club Members Set Goals 
Today I want to teach you that club members set 
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multiple exchanges.  

SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud 
or information presented orally or through other 
media by asking and answering questions about key 
details and requesting clarification if something is not 
understood.  

SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek 
help, get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, 
and events and, with prompting and support, 
provide additional detail.  

SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to provide additional 
detail.  

SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, 
feelings, and ideas clearly. 

 
Career-Ready Practices 
CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee. 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP3: Attend to personal health and financial well-
being. 
CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with 
reason. 
CRP5: Consider the environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions. 
CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8: Utilize critical thinking to make sense of 
problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP9: Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management. 
CRP10: Plan education and career paths aligned to 
personal goals. 
CRP11: Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP12: Work productively in teams while using cultural 
global competence. 
 

goals and remind each other of those goals. When 
clubs get together, they... 

1. Decide who will go first. 
2. Tell your goal and read a book. 
3. Ask the reader questions and give tips. 
4. Take turns. 

 
Session 19: Storytellers Make Choices 
Today I want to teach you that when we tell stories 
and perform books, we have to make a lot of 
choices. 
Storytellers make many choices. We ask… 

1. Will I use my own words or exact words? 
2. How will I show my character's feelings? 
3. Do I need props or a costume? 
4. How will I show the setting? 

 
Session 20: Rehearse to Make It Great 
Today I want to teach you that readers work hard 
to make their performances better every time they 
rehearse. 
We… 

1. Perform the play for club mates. 
2. Decide how to make the performance even 

better: gestures, facial expressions, 
rereading your part, tone of voice. 

 
Session 21: Use Post-Its to Mark Places 
Today I want to teach you to stop and talk about 
your book to guests. One way we do this is to use 
post-its to mark places in your book. You mark 
places where you want to... 

1. Point out details in the pictures. 
2. Explain your thinking. 
3. Reread to your guests. 
4. Ask questions. 

 
Session 22: A Performance Celebration 
Today I want to teach you that a celebration can 
be a time to show off something we worked very 
hard to share with the world. 
We... 

1. Reread charts. 
2. Practice the book over and over again. 
3. Show off all you have learned. 
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Instructional Strategies:  
Supports for English Language Learners: 

 
 
Differentiation Strategies:  

Accommodation
s  

Interventions  Modifications 

Allow for verbal  
responses 

Multi-sensory  
techniques 

Modified tasks/  
expectations 

Repeat/confirm  
directions 

Increase task  
structure (e.g.,  
directions, 
checks for 
understandin
g,  
feedback) 

Differentiated  
materials 

Permit 
response  
provided via  
computer or  
electronic 
device 

Increase 
opportunities 
to engage in 
active  
academic 
responding 
(e.g., writing, 
reading 
aloud, 
answering  
questions in 
class) 

Individualized  
assessment 
tools  
based on 
student  
need 

 

Differentiation Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

● Engage in storytelling via Reader’s Theater 
experiences 

Sample Assessments: 
 

● TCRWP Running Records 
● DIBELS 
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● Interactive Writing: Co-Create charts 
outlining new habits and routines 

● Shared Reading Experiences: utilize texts 
that align with topics explored in social 
studies, science, the arts, and mathematics 

 
Technology Integration 
 

● RAZKids 
● Use Screencastify to record student 

reading, partner feedback, and/or student 
goals 

● www.storylineonline.net for digital 
storybooks mentor reading examples 

● www.getepic.com for digital storybooks 
● www.brainpopjr.com for content-area 

integration 
 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Use multiple forms of print media, including 
books, illustrations, photographs, artwork, 
video clips, commercials, podcasts, 
audiobooks, Playaways, newspapers, and 
magazines to practice reading and 
comprehension skills. 

 
Global Perspectives 

● The Global Learning Resource Library 
 

Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory 
Supports  

Graphic 
Supports  

Interactive 
Supports  

Real-life objects Charts  In pairs or 
partners  

Manipulatives Graphic 
Organizers  

In triands or 
small groups  

Pictures  Tables  In a whole 
group  

Illustrations, 
diagrams & 
drawings 

Graphs  Using 
cooperative 
group  

● Letter/Sound Knowledge Assessments 
● Assessing Snap Words: “Blacking Out Your 

Word Wall” 
● Assessing Developmental Spelling: 

“Birthday Party for Mabel” 
● Phonological/Phonemic Awareness 

Assessments 
● Formative/anecdotal Assessments (data 

collected during small groups, 1:1 
conferences, active engagement, and share 
time.) 

http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.getepic.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://globallearning.ascd.org/lp/editions/global-continuum/resources.html


Revised July 2021 

Magazines & 
Newspapers  

Timelines  Structures  

Physical 
activities  

Number lines  Internet / 
Software 
support 

Videos & Film   In the home 
language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & 
Figures  

  

 
 

Intervention Strategies  

Accommodatio
ns  

Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal 
responses  

Multi-sensory 
techniques  

Modified 
tasks/expectatio
ns  

Repeat/confirm 
directions 

Increase task 
structure (e.g. 
directions, 
checks for 
understanding, 
feedback 

Differentiated 
materials  

Permit response 
provided via 
computer or 
electronic 
device  

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in active 
academic 
responding  

Individualized 
assessment 
tools based on 
student need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre-
reading 
strategies and  
activities 
previews, 
anticipatory 
guides, and 
semantic 
mapping  

Modified 
assessment 
grading  
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Professional Resources:  
● TCRWP Curricular Calendar, Unit 7: Readers Get to Know Characters by Pretending and by Performing 

Their Books, Kindergarten, © 2013-2014  
● Heinemann website: https://www.heinemann.com/extracreditclub/home.aspx for anchor 

charts, unit resources, Spanish-language, and other online resources (login with 
RUOS_GRK)  

● Reading Pathways (for reading progressions and student-facing checklists)  
● ❒ TCRWP website (http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources) Resources including current 

running records and videos to support units of study implementation  
● ❒ Teaching videos collection available at https://vimeo.com/tcrwp/albums 

Recommended Books: 
Henry and Mudge, Iris and Walter, Mr. Putter and Tabby, Peter’s Chair, Snowy Day, Noisy Nora, Julus, The Baby 
of the World, Worried Wimbly, Piggy and Elephant Books, Biscuit Books,The Ugly Vegetables, Maybe Something 
Beautiful, Pigeon Has Feelings, Too, Little Critter, Max and Mo. 

 
 


