
 

Unit One: We Are Readers 
Developing Concepts of Print 

21 Sessions 

We Are Readers is the first unit of the kindergarten year and there is a big focus on students developing foundational reading skills 
that allow them to take off as readers. This unit supports concepts of print, the understanding that books are read from cover to 
cover, left to right, top to bottom. 
  
In this first unit, the reading workshop will be short, leaving more time for shared reading, read aloud, phonics, and classroom 
routines. The reading workshop will approximately total 20 minutes at the beginning of the year: 5-10 minutes for the mini-lesson 
and another 10 minutes for guided/independent practice. This will increase across the year as students develop more conventional 
reading skills. 
 
Another important foundational skill is phonological awareness. Students will learn that sentences are made up of words, read 
nursery rhymes, and play with sounds. Students also develop phonemic awareness by manipulating sounds within words. The unit 
is designed to build on phonics time where students learn letter names and  letter sounds.   
 
Kindergartners will learn all about concepts of print and word recognition while developing their language comprehension through 
shared reading experiences, read aloud, and partner reading.  This revision of We Are Readers Unit of Study  is made up of four 
bends that combine aspects of the If/Then Emergent Reader Unit.  
 
Bend I: Launching with Concepts of Print 
Bend one focuses on concepts of print. Students learn that print is everywhere!  They also learn book handling, directionality, 
mechanics, individual words and pictures. During this bend, students will be led through a cumulative guided practice of concepts 
of print before they private read.  
 
Bend II: Nonfiction Favorites: Learning About the World 
Bend two focuses on nonfiction texts. Students learn about the world by reading words, looking at pictures, rereading and talking 
about books. Learning about the world will be demonstrated with an alphabet book. This way students can connect what they are 
learning in phonics, letters and sounds to reading workshop time. They will also connect the topics they are learning about to their 
own lives. By the end of this bend, students will have a few nonfiction books they have reread so many times that they may be able 
to read that book on their own.  
 
Bend III: Reading Old Storybook Favorites 



Bend three focuses on fiction books. Readers read old favorite storybooks. By reading familiar stories students will sound like 
characters, read with partners, look at pictures and words and retell books.  
 
Bend IV: Reading and Talking with Partners 
Bend four focuses on partner reading. Students will have a chance to read other types of text like nursery rhymes, songs, and 
poems. Children learn to see-saw-read, share WOW parts, add their own ideas, and learn to read the pictures and the words. 
Students get a chance to work alongside others while growing as a reader. 
 
Recommended Texts in this unit: The Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Carrot Seed, Mrs. Wishy-Washy, The Beetle Alphabet Book 
or The Farm Alphabet Book, Poems from Unit One in Phonics 

 

 

Bend One: Launching with Concepts of Print 

Session 1 Read the 
World 
 

 

Before this lesson, make sure there are environmental 
labels around your classroom that students can 
explore during the “teach” and “active engagement” 
portion of the lesson.  
 
Connection: 
Get students excited to see words all around them 
because there is so much to read. Call students group 
by group to the meeting area with a soon to be familiar 
song, The Gathering Song.  
 
Then place words with pictures on the document 
camera (books, mat, library) or point and show words. 
Have the class read together. 
 
“Kindergartners, you are gathering in a very special place. 
This is where we will come together to read and learn each 
and every day. Each day we will be surrounded by books. 

Materials 
 
1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
We Are Readers Chart 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/189zfmt9w-eZhyaDOmxNvyhdKDBgr4tcs/view?usp=sharing


Let’s start reading this important word: (show on 
document camera) books. We will read together on this 
“mat”. The books are in our class, “library.” 
  
“Wow, we just read three important words. Books,  library, 
mat/rug. Each day we will gather in this special place for 
our reading workshop. We will start today to become 
readers.”  
 
Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you that readers walk through the 
world in a special way. They don’t just see things. They 
read things. They read names, signs, directions and songs, 
too. 
We...  

1. Notice print. 
2. Look at the words. 
3. Think, “What might that say?”  
4. Read. 

 
[ Point to We Are Readers Chart: Look, Think, Read] 
 
Teach:  
Walk or show students pictures with words of 
environmental print. Choose school environment 
words. Encourage students to read the words. 
 
“Ready to read our world? Let’s read the world right here in 
our classroom. Hmm...what is this? A bathroom. What 
might this sign say? Yes, bathroom. Let’s try reading the 
sign again, bathroom. What is this? Yes, a sink. What might 
this sign say? You got it, sink. Let’s read the sign again, 



sink. Boys and girls, what am I? A teacher. Can you read 
my sign? Teacher! Wow, we are readers.” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Continue having students read more things from 
around the class. Pair students up to read things with a 
friend. 
 
“Okay, I have a few more signs to show you. I pointed to 
the basket of markers. With your reading friend, discuss 
what you think the sign says. Let’s all read the sign 
together, markers. Then I held up the paper. What might 
this sign say? I am hearing students say, paper. Let’s read 
together, paper. 
 
“Did you see what we did: notice, look, think, read.” 
 
Reinforce the important work that students did, reading 
environmental words.  
 
Link: 
“From now on, know that you are a reader. You don’t just 
see things. You read things. We read names, signs, songs. 
We notice, look, think, read.” 

Session 2 Hold Books 
the Right Way 
 

 

 

Connection: 
Before gathering on the carpet make sure students 
have a book ready at their desk. Sing the Gathering 
Song. Point to the words as the kids sing along. 
Explain that there are different kinds of books: fiction 
and nonfiction.  
 
“Readers, yesterday we learned about school from words in 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
1.2 Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.pdf 
 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Read Aloud 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kZtLxXaNowm3dq1lmPkqMCY8WyNCyVL6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kZtLxXaNowm3dq1lmPkqMCY8WyNCyVL6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNMBhGPU1_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNMBhGPU1_U


our very own classroom.  Today, we are going to learn even 
more from books.  There are storybooks.” 
 
Place on document camera Three Billy Goats Gruff 
while pointing and reading the title.  
 
“Storybooks tell about what happened to someone or 
something.” 
 
“Other books are learn-about-the-world books. Also known 
as nonfiction books.These books tell about something.”  
 
Place The Farm Alphabet Book or another nonfiction 
book on the document camera while pointing and 
reading the title. 
 
“Yesterday we read signs in our classroom. But today we 
will read from books.” 
 
Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you that holding the book the right 
way is really important because it helps us understand the 
book. 
We... 

1. Ask, “Where is the front of the book?” 
2. “Where is the back of the book?” 
3. “Where does the story begin?” 

 
[To Read a Book Chart: Hold a Book the Right Way] 
 
Teach 
Show the cover and back of the book. Then 
demonstrate how to begin to read the book. 

The Farm Alphabet Book 
Read Aloud 
 
To Read a Book Chart 
 
We Are Readers Chart 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OOj_IR4BXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OOj_IR4BXk
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1egaKtE5HlklJhHBqxwS-4uJnlkPJWbU_00yFMM4ng0o/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/189zfmt9w-eZhyaDOmxNvyhdKDBgr4tcs/view?usp=sharing


 
“Let me show you what I mean with this book, The Three 
Billy Goats Gruff. Where is the front of the book? (Point to 
the cover.) Oh, here it is. It has the title and pictures.” 
 
Take time to point and read the title and point to the 
pictures. Then turn the book to show the back. Finally, 
show where the story begins. 
 
“Now, if I turn the book over I see the back. It tells me a little 
about the story. I will read it to you.” 
 
“Where does this story begin? I open the book to the left. I 
see a title page that shows the title. I keep turning the 
pages to the left. Then, I see the beginning of the story. 
Once upon a time…” 
 
Did you see how I looked at the front and back of the book? 
Did you also see how we found where the story begins by 
turning the pages to think and read? 
 
Active Engagement 
Now it is your turn to give it a try with this learn about the 
world book. Nonfiction books. Let’s read the title of this 
book together. Great reading! Give me a thumbs up if you 
want me to show you back of the book. Great, here goes. 
(Flip the book back to the front), Now I will open the 
book, turning the pages to the left. Here is the title page. 
Let’s read it! Now I will turn to the first page. Oh, here it is.  
Think and read with me.” 
 
Link  
“Today and everyday after our mini-lesson we will go off 



and have a chance to read books. Today, there is a book at 
your reading spot, all ready for you to read.” 
 
Send children back to seats to read a book. Guide them 
in a cumulative practice. Point to chart while students 
move through the process to look at the front and back 
of the book and then find where the book begins to 
think and read..  

1. Look 
2. Think 
3. Read 

 
[We are Readers Chart:Look, Think, Read] 

Session 3 Directionality: 
Turning the 
Pages Matter 
 

 

  

 

Connection: 
Before calling students to the meeting area make sure 
they have a book ready at their desk. Once they gather 
in the meeting area, move through the process of 
handling a book and starting to read. Model with your 
shared reading text. One suggestion is Mrs. Wishy 
Washy.  
 

“Yesterday, we read books! Let’s remember how to start 
reading a book. Hmm...first we look at the front and back of 
the book. Find the cover. We point to the title, look at the 
pictures, think, and read. Work along with me… Wow, we 
are learning to read!” 
 
“Because we are already reading, I need to make sure that 
I am teaching you the very best way of reading books--
ways to help you read a book from beginning to the end. 
Give me a thumbs up if you are ready to hear this tip”. 
 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
1.3 Mrs. Wishy Washy by 
Jow Cowley.pdf 
 
Mrs. Wishy Washy Read 
Aloud 
 
1.3 the carrot seed.pdf 
 
The Carrot Seed Read 
Aloud 
 
To Read a Book Chart 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cYs_vtZOv2u77xzguC9eXAipt67xJD0a/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cYs_vtZOv2u77xzguC9eXAipt67xJD0a/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLxGyBHHdds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLxGyBHHdds
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7YWDJvRPIIyetRkLqf9sd2_CjAJuLAF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1egaKtE5HlklJhHBqxwS-4uJnlkPJWbU_00yFMM4ng0o/edit?usp=sharing


Teaching Point 
Today I want to teach you that the way we hold the book 
and the way we turn the pages matter because it helps us 
read from the beginning to the end of the book. 
 
We... 

1. Turn the pages. 
2. Read the words from left to right. 
3. Point to the words. 
4. Read all the way to the end. 

 
[To Read a Book Chart: Display Turn the Pages, Read 
From Left to Right, Point to the Words, Read All the Way to 
the End] 
 
Teach 
Let me show you how to handle a book with our read aloud 
book, The Carrot Seed.  Hmm…Here is the cover, I see a 
boy looking down and dropping a seed in the ground. Here 
is the title, The Carrot Seed. We are already making friends 
with letters in phonics time, use what you already know 
about letters and sounds to  read along with me.  
 
Show students turning the pages moving from title 
page to first page and read the words from left to right 
pointing to each word.  
 
“Here is the first word. It is on the left side of the page. 
Watch me read across the page, ‘A little boy planted a 
carrot seed.”  
 
“Did you see how I pointed to each word from left to right, 
pointing with my finger? Then, did you see how I swept to 



the next line? Give me a thumbs up if you saw the way I 
handled the book.” 
 
Active Engagement: 
“Now it is your turn to try this on the next page with me. 
Watch as I turn the page. Put your hand on your head if you 
saw how I turned to the next page.” 
 
“Now we are ready to read the next page. Get your finger 
ready to point along with me as we read. We point to every 
single word. His mother said, '' I'm afraid it won’t come up.” 
 
Even though today is not about the pictures, after 
reading refer to the pictures to confirm your reading. 
 
Debrief the active engagement by reinforcing that you 
turn the page and read left to right.  
 
“Think about what we do next, turn to a friend and talk 
about what I do next. 1,2,3, come back to me. I heard many 
of you say I need to turn the page and continue reading 
page by page all the way to the end of the book. Fantastic! 
We are readers!” 
 
Link 
Point to chart to remind students of concepts of print. 
So remember today and everyday to… 

1. Read the cover 
2. Turn the page 
3. Point to words from left to right 
4. Read all the way to the end 

 
“When you get back to your desk, the book you picked is 



waiting for you. Wait for the signal, we will practice this 
together and then you will have time to private read.”  
 

Session 4 Pictures and 
Words 
 

  

 

Connection: 
Before the lesson, students prepare a book at their 
desk. Once they are in the meeting area, remind 
students that they are already readers. Get them 
excited to learn another important key to reading 
books. 
 
“We are readers! We now know how to find the cover, point 
to words on the page, return sweep, and turn the pages of 
the book all the way to the end! But I noticed something we 
have been doing during read aloud and shared reading that 
is so important for all readers to do. It is another way we 
read books, put both fingers on your ears if you want to 
hear it.” 
 

Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you that the words on the page tell 
the story or teach you new things.  The pictures help you 
learn even more. 
 
We: 

1. Point to the words. 
2. Point to the pictures. 

 
 
Teach: 
Point out that as we are learning letters, sounds, and 
words, another important part of reading is the 
pictures.  

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
1.3 the carrot seed.pdf 
 
The Carrot Seed Read 
Aloud 
 
To Read a Book Chart 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7YWDJvRPIIyetRkLqf9sd2_CjAJuLAF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1egaKtE5HlklJhHBqxwS-4uJnlkPJWbU_00yFMM4ng0o/edit?usp=sharing


 
“Watch me as I continue with the class book, The Carrot 
Seed. This time not just reading the words but really, really 
closely looking at the pictures to help me understand.” 
 
On the first page of the book, model reading the words. 
Then, point to the picture and say, “A little boy planted a 
carrot seed. Look at his face. He looks hopeful that the 
carrot will grow. He is dropping a seed in the ground. Oh, I 
noticed a shovel there, too.” 
 
“Did you see how I pointed to each word, returned to the 
next line from top to bottom of the page and looked really 
closely at the pictures to add to my understanding of the 
story? Pictures help me understand. Put a big thumbs up if 
you noticed that.” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Have students join you to read the next page. Have 
them point and read along and then let them have a 
chance to talk with a friend about the pictures. Then, 
debrief their conversations. 
 
“Now it is your turn to give this a try. Read along with me. 
Put your pointer finger in the air so we can point to every 
single word. “His mother said, ‘I'm afraid it won’t come up.’” 
 
“Wonderful job reading the words. Now let’s take a close 
look at the picture. Talk to a friend about what you think is 
happening. Ready, set, talk.” 
 
“Wow, I heard some great conversations! Mason and Riley 
said, ‘The mother does not think the carrot will grow. The 



boy looks worried.’ What great thinking!” 
 
“Do you see how after we point to and read all the words 
that the pictures add to our understanding?” 
 
Link 
Guide students through all prior learning when they 
return to their reading spot before private reading.  
 
“Today and everyday, remember to continue using your 
letters and sounds to read whole words. But remember that 
looking closely at the pictures will help you understand the 
book, too!” 

Session 5 Mechanics: 
Pay Attention 
to Sentences 
 

 

 
 

Gather students on the carpet and display the “We are 
Readers” chart.  
 
Before this lesson be sure to complete a shared 
reading of Mrs.. WIshy Washy. 
  
 
Connection 
Use the We Are Readers chart to review all we have 
learned about concepts of print. 
 
[Point to chart: We Are Readers] 
 
“We are really learning how to read a book! Let’s use our 
chart to review. We look, We think, We read. Thanks for 
reading along with me. This chart really helps us remember 
that, “We Are Readers!” 
 
Hold up a book to quickly remind students of concepts 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
1 [chart] We are readers.pdf 
 
1.3 the carrot seed.pdf 
 
The Carrot Seed Read 
Aloud 
 
To Read a Book Chart 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/189zfmt9w-eZhyaDOmxNvyhdKDBgr4tcs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7YWDJvRPIIyetRkLqf9sd2_CjAJuLAF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1egaKtE5HlklJhHBqxwS-4uJnlkPJWbU_00yFMM4ng0o/edit?usp=sharing


of print. 
 
“Well, we look at the cover and pictures, we turn the pages, 
we think about the words and pictures to help us read.” 
 
“To help us as readers, I have another way we read. Raise 
your hands if you are ready to learn another way to read.” 
 
Teaching Point 
Today I want to teach you that we pay attention to all the 
parts of a sentence to help us read. 
 
We: 

1. Point to the capital letter. 
2. Notice the space between words. 
3. Point to the punctuation. 

 
To Read a Book Chart: Display Notice All Parts of a 
Sentence] 
 
Teach 
Model parts of a sentence for students.  
 
“Watch me read this page in the book, The Carrot Seed. 
Everyone kept saying it wouldn’t come up.” 
 
“Notice how the first letter in the sentence has a capital, an 
uppercase letter. The rest of the letters in that word are 
lowercase.  After each word there is a space. We know it is 
the end of the sentence because it has punctuation. This 
sentence ends with a period.”  
 
“When we understand how a sentence works, it really helps 



us read a book from beginning to end.” 
 
Active Engagement 
“Now let’s continue to notice sentences. It’s your turn to try 
along with me in our shared reading book, Mrs. Wishy 

Washy.  Read this sentence along with me: “Just look at 

you!” she screamed.” Let us reread this sentence.” 
 
“Work along with me to notice the sentence. This first letter 
is a J. What kind of letter is it? Yes, an uppercase, a capital. 
Next to it is the letter u. What kind of letter is this? Yes, a 
lowercase letter u.” All the letters and their sounds come 
together to make one word.” 
 
“After each word, what do we have? Quickly tell a friend 
next to you. You got it. We have a space between the 
words. And at the end of each sentence we have, say it 
with me: punctuation. Say the word again, punctuation.  
This sentence here has an exclamation point at the end of 
it, which tells us that there is excitement.” 
 
Link: 
When students go back to their desks, lead them in a 
cumulative guided practice of concepts of print. 
 
“We are awesome at reading! Remember that each day as 
we read we pay attention to all parts of a sentence. The 
letters, words, spaces between the words, and punctuation 
help us to read.” 

 

 



Bend 2: Nonfiction Text Favorites: Learn-About-the-World-Books 

Session 6 Learn About the 
World 
 

 

Connection: 
Remind students that some books help you learn about 
the world.  
 
“Reading workshop is off to a great start. We are all moving 
through books by looking at the front cover, turning pages, 
pointing to the words and reading from beginning to the end. 
Now that we have learned all about how books work, let’s 
learn more about how to read specific kinds of books. Give 
me two claps if you are ready to learn about a specific type 
of book.” 
 
Teaching Point 
Today I want to teach you that we read books to learn more 
about the world.  These are called nonfiction books. 
 
We... 

1. Read the cover. 
2. Read each page from beginning to end. 
3. Think, “What did I learn?” 

 
[Add the Learn Post-it to We are Readers Chart] 

 
Teach 
Model reading and demonstrating all the concepts of 
print while looking at the pictures in a selected 
nonfiction book.  The suggested book here is The Farm 
Alphabet Book by Jane Miller. Any nonfiction alphabet 
book will work. 
 

Materials 
 
1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
1 [chart] We are readers.pdf 
 
The Farm Alphabet Book 
Read Aloud 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/189zfmt9w-eZhyaDOmxNvyhdKDBgr4tcs/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OOj_IR4BXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OOj_IR4BXk


Model a nonexample to reinforce book orientation when 
you begin reading. 
 
“Watch me while I show you how to read a nonfiction, learn-
about-the-world book. Oops, this is the back of the book, I 
have to flip it over and start by reading the cover first. Follow 
along as I read this book. 
 
Start with the cover. Move to the first page. Model 
pointing to the words one by one, making a return 
sweep, and looking at the pictures. 
 
Point to the letter A and say, “A is the first page in the book 
and it’s the first letter in the alphabet.” 
 
Read the page aloud modeling concepts of print. (One to 
one correspondence, return sweep, looking at pictures). 
 
After reading, look at the pictures, point to the pictures, 
and name out what you see. 
 
“I am learning about farms. Some farms have apple trees.  I 
learned that bulls live on farms.  I am also learning that a calf 
is a baby cow.” 
 
Debrief what students saw you demonstrate. 
 
“Did you see how I pointed to each word as I read, looked at 
the picture and stopped to think, “What am I learning?” Give 
me a thumbs up if you saw that.” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Have students continue with a selected nonfiction text 



on the next page. 
 
“Are you ready to read a book and learn about the world? It 
is your turn now.  
 
Read the words on the page aloud and have children 
following along by pointing in the air while you model 
one-on-one matching.  On each page, you will start by 
saying the letter name and then the letter sound.  After 
that you will say how the letter and sound match the 
object on the page. 
 
On page 4, this will sound like, “Oh, this is the letter <d>.  
The sound we use for this is /d/.  The picture shows a 
donkey.  I hear the /d/ at the start of the donkey and I see the 
letter <d>. 
 
Direct students to turn and talk about what they have 
learned on this page. 
 
“What are you learning about? Turn and talk to someone 
near you. 1,2,3 back to me.” 
 
“I heard Sara and Joseph say, “We are learning about how 
donkeys eat grass and they live on the farm like the bull.” 
 
Link: 
Invite students to list across fingers steps to read a 
learn-about-the-world book.  
 
“Readers before we end the lesson today, let us chant the 
steps: How to Read a Book… 

1. We can look. 



2. We can think. 
3. We can read. 
4. We can learn. 

 
“I will call you row by row to go off and read to learn about 
the world. Happy reading!” 

Session 7 Readers Reread 
to Learn More 
 

 

Connection: 
 
Reveal to students that there is still another important 
thing readers do, reread.  
 
“Readers, I noticed how nicely you are all reading books 
from the beginning to the end. I think today you are ready to 
learn something that is very important about reading books. 
Sit up a little taller so I know I have all your attention. 
Ready!” 
 
Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you that readers read books again. 
Rereading books helps readers to learn more. 
 
After we finish a book we… 

1. Look at the cover 
2. Read each page again. 
3. Think, “What else have I learned?” 

 
Teach: 
Move through the process of rereading. Use the Farm 
Alphabet book, or whichever book you used for the 
previous lesson to model.  
 
“Remember the book from yesterday, The Farm Alphabet 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
The Farm Alphabet Book 
Read Aloud 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OOj_IR4BXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OOj_IR4BXk


Book? Well I want to read it again. When I go back and 
reread books, I learn more. Watch me go back and reread 
the first page of this book.” 
 
Before rereading say... 
 
“I remember this page.  <a> says /a/ for apples. Watch me 
as I go back to reread the words and the picture.” 
 
After rereading say... 
 
“Wow, I did not remember that apples grow in bunches on a 
tree. I would not have known this if I did not go back to 
reread.” 
 
Debrief what you demonstrated. 
 
“Did you see how I reread the page? At first, I noticed some 
things from yesterday. But then, I slowed down to see more. 
When I did that I was able to see a lot more. Give me a 
thumbs up if you see how rereading helps you learn more.” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Set students up to reread the next page. 
 
“I am going to reread this next page. <b> says /b/ for bull. 
Follow along as I read.” 
 
Read the page, encouraging students to point in the air 
to practice 1:1 matching.  
 
“Let’s read the picture again. Turn and talk about more and 
ask, “What else did I learn?” 



 
Tell students that slowing down and looking again can 
help you to see more. 
  
“I heard Allison and Kara say, “That bull is like an ox. We did 
not talk about that before. They looked again and saw more. 
Great work girls!” 
 
Link: 
“Bravo, kindergartners! You got it. We learned that rereading 
can absolutely help you learn more and see more. When you 
go off today, remember to slow down. Go back. Reread. See 
more! Who is ready for that? Great, off you go!” 

Session 8 Reread to Help 
Put the Pages 
Together and 
Retell 
 
 

 

Connection: 
Transition to reading workshop with the familiar We are 
Gathering Song. Set readers up to remind them that 
rereading is very important.  
 
“Readers, yesterday we learned how important it is to 
reread. Rereading is important because we can learn more 
and more from our books when we do this. It is like 
everytime you go to the playground , you discover something 
new. One day you notice the rubberized flooring you jump on 
each day. Another day you notice the pretty flowers in the 
garden. Each day you revisit the playground you notice 
something new about the school playground. That is just like 
rereading (you might need to choose another common class 
experience here). 
 
Teaching Point 
Today I want to teach you that the more you reread a book, 
the more you begin to understand new things about it. One 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
The Farm Alphabet Book 
Read Aloud 
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thing you begin to see is how the pages go together. 
We… 

1. Reread a page. 
2. Turn to the next page. 
3. Use a connector word: And then… 
4. Keep on reading. 

 
Teach 
Demonstrate rereading several pages, using the 
transition “and then” to link together your reading 
across pages. Go back to a familiar book to reread and 
connect pages. 
 
“I want to show you how I put the pages in my book together. 
Watch closely as I go back to reread the first page of The 
Farm Alphabet Book.”  
 
Reread the first pages and connect to the next pages. 
 
“Did you see me go back and read the words and look very 
closely at the pictures? Thumbs up if you noticed that. Now, 
here is the new part!” 
 
“A is for apples. A says /a/. Apples grow on trees. And then 
B says /b/ is for bull. A bull is a male cow. Watch me do this 
again on the next page. And then C says /c/ is for a calf. A 
calf is a baby cow or bull.” 
 
“Did you see the new part, how I used the words ‘and then’ 
to connect one page to the next?” 
 
Active Engagement 
Have children continue to connect to the next page. Ask 



them to reread the page with you while looking at the 
pictures and the words. Then use the words, and then. 
 
“Okay, you watched me. Now join me on the next page. Look 
at D. We just learned the letter D. D says /d/. D for donkey. 
Say the word with me, donkey. Let’s clap- it. It has two parts. 
Don - key.  Now, let us say don-key without don. What word 
do we have?--key.  Great work everyone. Follow along as I 
read the words. Now look closely at the picture. I think you 
are all ready, say ‘and then’ on the count of 3. 1,2,3. And 
then...What letter is on the next page? It is a special letter, a 
vowel. E say /e/.  
 
Read the page and prompt kids to notice pictures and 
turn and talk. 
 
Link: 
Send kids off to read books using, and then. 
“Remember to reread not only to learn more but to connect 
the pages, too! We can do this by saying, “and then” 
between the pages!” 

Session 9 Reread and Talk 
About To Add a 
Pinch of You 
 

 

Connection: 
 
Remind students about the importance of rereading. 
 
“Readers, over the last few days we have been learning 
about how important rereading can be. We learned that 
rereading  helps us learn more. We also learned that 
rereading can help us connect the pages to retell what we 
read. There is another thing that rereading can help us do. 
Have your eyes and ears on me. Now, on the count of three, 
I know you will be ready to listen to me. 1,2,3…” 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
The Farm Alphabet Book 
Read Aloud 
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Teaching Point: 
“Today I want to teach you that we talk after we reread. 
Talking about books helps us remember what we just read. 
 
We.. 

1. Reread a page. 
2. Think about that part. 
3. Talk to a partner, I think…” 

 
[Readers Learn From Books: Add Reread to Learn More] 
 
Teach: 
State that rereading allows you to add your own 
thinking, a pinch of you. 
 
“We have read and reread this book, The Farm Alphabet 
Book. But once we know a book really well. We can go back 
to reread pages and add a pinch of us. The word pinch 
means just a little bit. A pinch of your very own thinking. I 
want to show you how to do this.” 
 
Go back to a familiar part and demonstrate adding in 
your thinking. 
 
“Look readers I went back to this page in my book, it has a 
post-it with my face on it. The post-it reminds me to talk to 
my partner about this page by adding a pinch of me. The 
face on the posit-it is me.” 
 
“Okay, I went back to this page. Listen very carefully while I 
reread. F says /f/. F is for foals. A foal is a young horse. Its 
mother is a mare. Its father is a stallion. 



  
“Well, the post-it reminds me to add my own thinking. 
Hmm...I think a foal is like a baby horse that can be a boy or 
a girl. A mare and a stallion are big grown-up horses.” 
 
Debrief what you demonstrated. 
 
“Did you see how I reread a page that I marked with a pinch 
of me. I thought about the page to add my own thoughts. 
And used the words I think. Those words helped me add a 
little of my own thinking. Give me a thumbs up if you noticed 
that. Great!” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Invite children to add their own thinking to another page 
in the class read aloud. 
 
“Let’s go back to this page with the letter D. D says /d/. D for 
donkey. Follow along while I reread. Take a minute to think. 
To add a pinch of you. Put your thumb on your knee when 
you have an idea.” 
 
Direct students to turn and talk about their thinking. 
 
“Okay it looks like everyone is ready. Remember when you 
talk to the person next to you, use the words, I think…” 
 
Spotlight student thinking. 
 
“Nice job add your very own thinking! I heard Eric tell his 
partner Zoe, I think the word graze means to eat the grass. A 
donkey must love to eat grass.”  
 



Link: 
Send the students off to reread and add their own ideas. 
 
“Rereading is so important. It helps us remember more, 
connect pages of the book to retell, and add our own 
thinking, too. When you go off today, remember to reread 
pages and add a pinch of you. Have a great time reading. At 
partner time it will be wonderful to hear a pinch of all of you.” 

Session 10 Rereading 
Helps Readers 
Learn from 
Words in 
Books, too 

 

Connection: 
State to students that now that we are making friends 
with letters, we are ready to learn from the words in 
books too. 
 
“Readers, we have been busy learning how to read books, 
learning about the world, and in phonics time we are making 
friends with letters too. Some letters we have already 
learned: M, S, A, T, K, N, C 
Display each letter and review the sounds with students. 
 
“Remember we put letters and sounds together to make 
words.  When we reread books we can learn not only from 
pictures but from the words in the books, too.” 
 
Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you that when we reread books we 
start to notice the words more and more. We use letters and 
their sounds to read words in books. 
We… 

1. Point to the words. 
2. Read each sound in the word. 
3. Blend sounds together. 
4. Reread the words and the picture. 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
readers learn from books.pdf 
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Read Aloud 
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[Readers Learn From Books: Point, Read the Pictures and 
the Words] 
 
Teach: 
Even though it is early in the year, this lesson teaches 
students to use their letter/sound correspondences to 
read words, then use the picture to confirm. Use the 
book The Alphabet Farm Book by Jane Miller (or 
whichever nonfiction book you have been using to 
model instruction). 
 
“Readers we have been reading, The Alphabet Farm book. 
Follow along with me as I reread this page, R say /r/. Say /r/. 
We also know the next letter A says /a/. Do you know the 
next letter? Put your thumb up if you do. Wow, lots of you 
know the next letter. B says /b/.  /R//A//B/ The word is 
rabbits. Oh look, that is right. The picture here is of rabbits. R 
is for rabbits. Reread the word with me, rabbits.” 
 
Model reading the sentence.  Stop at the words “rabbits” 
and “pets,” saying each sound and then blending 
together. 
 
“Follow along as I read, “Tame rabbits are kept as pets. Wild 
rabbits live in burrows.”  
 
“Did you see how we read some words? We looked for the 
letters and sounds we know. We read each sound. Then we 
blend the sounds together. Reread both the pictures and the 
words.” 
 
Active Engagement: 



Invite students to try this on the next page in your 
alphabet book. Pick a page with a letter you have 
already learned. Have kids activate letter/sound 
correspondences to the letters they know. Then reread 
the word and picture too. 
 
“Now it is your turn to try it with the next page. The next page 
is the letter S. S says /s/. It is a continuous sound. Let’s 
practice.../s/.   First, let us look across the word. We know so 
many of the letters.  
 
Name the letter and practice the sounds. 
 
Look, it’s a <w>, the sound we use is /w/.  So far we have 
/sw/. 
 
The next letter is a vowel which can be very tricky.  
Remember vowels can have lots of sounds.  This letter is 
<a> and we use the sound /a/. 
 
Now we have an <n>.  We use the sound /n/. 
 
Now, let’s blend them together /swan/.  Hmm, that doesn’t 
sound right.  The sound we used for the letter <a> might 
need to be different because we know vowels can be tricky.  
Let’s try it another way, /swon/.  That sounds much better! 
 
Great reading the word “swan” along with me. Look at the 
picture. It is a swan. Turn to the person next to you and say 
the word, swan.” 
 
Direct students to look at the picture and talk about how 
it matches the words. 



 
Link: 
Remind students that we learn from all parts of a book. 
From the pictures and the words, too. 
 
“So now readers, remember every time you read you should 
use your letters and sounds to read words on the page. We 
can learn from the words and the pictures, too! When you go 
off today, try some word reading!”  

 

Bend 3: Reading Old Story Favorites 

Session 11 Read Familiar 
Stories   
.  
 

Connection 
State that readers are growing so much. Have students 
read a sign in the room, integrating letter/sound 
correspondence. 
 
“We are growing so much as readers. We are readers! Look 
here on our chart with the We Are Gathering Song. I can read 
two words so nicely. Watch and listen. /w/ /e/. We. /r//u//g/. 
Rug. Now everyone can read them with me.  I am not the only 
one in this room that can find things to read. Find something 
in the room that you can read. I will count back from 5 and 
find a sign in the room that you can read. 5,4,3,2,1 …!” 
 
Hold up a few old favorites that they will read. They will 
be books all students will read. You can wrap them as 
presents, display them, simply place them in bins for 
kids to read. It is up to you.  
 
Teaching Point: 

Materials 
 
1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
readers learn from books.pdf 
 
1.2 Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.pdf 
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Today I want to teach you that you can read stories you’ve 
heard before to remember how stories go. 
 
We… 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Look at the pictures and words. 
3. Retell the story page by page. 

 
[Start a New Chart for Storybook Reading: Add, Look At 
Pictures, Remember, Read!] 
 
Teach: 
Demonstrate how to read an emergent storybook. 
  
“I am going to start with an old favorite storybook that we are 
currently reading, The Three Billy Goats Gruff. Watch closely 
how I begin to read this old favorite.  
 
Read the title and look at the cover.  
 
“Keep watching as I read the first page. I see three billy goats. 
One is big. One is medium. One is little. One of the goats is 
eating grass.” 
 
Did you see how I looked at the picture to say what I saw? I 
also thought about what I remember about the story.  
Repeat on the next page for repeated practice. 
 
Active Engagement: 
Invite students to try this on the next page. Get them 
started and then give them time to tell a partner. 
 
“Now I invite you to try this with me on the next page. First, 



look carefully at the picture to remember the story. Give a 
thumbs up if you remember this part. Now turn and talk about 
this part with a partner.” 
 
Debrief what students discussed. 
 
“I heard lots of you say, “ The goats wanted to go over the 
bridge but the big ugly troll lived under it and he was really 
mean. Wow, you really are readers!” 
  
Link: 
Remind students to use the pictures to help them 
remember the story then send them to read the old 
favorite, The Three Billy Goats Gruff. Since the children 
have heard the book during read-aloud time, it should be 
familiar.  
 
“Now you all know how to read old favorites. When you go off 
today, you will read this old favorite, The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.  Happy story reading today!” 

Session 12 Sound Like the 
Characters   

 

 

Connection: 
Engage the students by rereading part of a familiar text 
to sound like the character. 
 
“Listen carefully as I reread this page in the book, Three Billy 
Goats Gruff. I have an idea. I will be the little billy goat and all 
of you can be the troll.” 
 
Open the book to page 11.  You will alternate reading 
with the students.  You will read and match your voice to 
the goats and the students will read and match their 
voice to the troll. 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
readers learn from books.pdf 
 
1.2 Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.pdf 
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“That was great! Our reading was so much better because we 
sound just like the characters.” 
 
Teaching Point 
Today I want to teach you that when you are reading an old 
favorite story book you can sound like the characters to 
remember the story. 
We… 

1. Name the character. 
2. Think, “What did the character say on this page?” 
3. Say it! 

 
[Storybook Readers: Add, We Talk Like the Characters] 
 
Teach: 
Demonstrate reading to sound like the character.  Show 
what not to do--summarize. Then show them what you 
should do--say exact words. 
 
“Readers, do you remember this part of the story with the 
littlest billy goat? Give a thumbs up if you do.” 
 
“In this part the troll wanted to eat the tiniest billy goat.”  
 
“Do you think I am using the exact words? You are right, I 
wasn’t. That was not the exact way the troll spoke in the 
story. Hmm.. What were the exact words? Oh, I remember, 
“No you're not,” said the Troll. “For I am coming to eat you 
up!” That sounds just like the character, you see?” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Invite the students to think of the exact words for the troll 



in the story. Place the book on the document camera 
(page 13) and read and reread with the students until 
they can recall the exact words of the character. 
 
“Now, it’s your turn. I will reread part of this page and you can 
all be the tiniest billy goat.  Okay, the tiniest billy goat is 
coming across the bridge. Everyone will sound like the tiniest 
billy goat.” “Oh, it is only I, the tiniest Billy Goat Gruff, and I’m 
going to the meadow to make myself fat.” 
Debrief the reading. 
 
“Wow, you are storybook readers! You know how to sound 
just like the character by remembering the exact words.” 
 
Link: 
Have the class remember that part one more time, use 
puppets or paper cutouts and have students act out both 
parts. Remind them to continue this work as they read 
today. 
 
“Before we go off today. Let us act this part out with these 
puppets. When I hold up the little billy goat we will sound just 
like him. When I hold up the troll we will sound just like it. 
Ready!”  
 
Go back to page 13 and guide students to recall the 
words and act the story out with the puppets. 
 
Wow, we sound just like the characters.  When you go off 
today, you can continue this work to remember the exact 
words and say them.” 

Session 13 Tell Stories in Connection: 1.1 gathering song.pdf 
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Order Using 
Connecting 
Words 
 

 

 

Show a story from writing that you sketched across 
pages with no words with an emphasis on transition 
words. Use the connector words as you turn each page. 
This will set students up to use transitional words and 
phrases to retell the story during the lesson.  
 
“Readers, remember the story I am working on during the 
writing workshop? Here it is! I sketched across the pages. I 
want to tell the story to you. After all, that is what we do, 
sketch and tell.” 
 
One windy day I went to the park.  
Next, I sat on the swing and pushed  with my toe. 
Then, I moved my leg in and out. I went higher. My mom 
asked if I needed help. I said, “No thanks!” 
Finally, I was going really high up. I was happy. My mom was 
smiling. 
 
“Did you notice that to retell  my story I used words like One 
day, next, then, finally? Using connecting words helps not 
only write stories, it helps readers retell stories.” 
 
Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you that we reread stories using 
connector words so we tell it in order. 
 
We… 

1. Look at the book 
2. Connect pages with words like first, next, then, and, 

after, in the end. 
3. Repeat. 

 
[Storybook Readers:Add, Use Words to Join the Pages] 

 
1.2 Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.pdf 
 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Read Aloud 
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Teach: 
Demonstrate using transition words to retell your old 
favorite. 
 
“Watch me as I retell the story, The Three Billy Goats Gruff.” 
 
Retell the story aloud using transition words from the 
chart. 
 
Once upon a time…first…” 
 
Debrief what was demonstrated. 
 
Did you see how I connected the pages, using  connector 
words like once upon a time...and first? (Have a chart of 
words next to you). 
 
Active Engagement: 
Continue with the book and have kids retell using more 
connector words. 
 
“It is your turn. Let us do another page together. Remember 
to look at the page. Think of a connector word. Retell using 
the word.” 
 
Repeat this process a few times giving students repeated 
opportunities to practice. 
 
Link: 
Remind students to use words to connect the pages 
together.  Display the list of connector words on the 
document camera and point to them when speaking. 



 
“Wow, we can retell stories in writing workshop and reading 
workshop, too. When you go off today, remember to use 
words to join the pages together. Say the words with me: 
First, next, then, and, after, and in the end.” 

Session 14 Point To and 
Read 
Important 
Words  
 
 

Connection: 
State that in a writing workshop we read words in our 
writing and we can read words in books too. 
 
“Readers, I realized something very important. When we write 
stories, we use all we know about letters and sounds to write 
words. But here’s the thing, we can use all we know about 
letters and sounds to read the words in books, too.” 
 
Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you that we repeat important words 
from the story to tell it even better. 
 
We… 

1. Look at the page. 
2. Point to a word. 
3. Say the letters and sounds 
4. Blend them together. 

[Storybook Readers: Add More and More Exact Words] 
 
Teach: 
Demonstrate with a simple story you wrote. Show that 
you can read the words on the page. First read sound by 
sound and then blend the words. 
 
“Readers, here is the piece I wrote the other day about my 
day at the park. Not only did I write the story with my letters 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
1.2 Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.pdf 
 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Read Aloud 
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and sounds. I can read my story too. Listen.” 
 
Point to each word and read like a robot then blend.  
 
“One windy day I went to the park.” 
 
Debrief what was demonstrated. 
 
“Did you see how I read some words I already know quickly 
then used my letters and sounds to sound out each word. 
Then I went back to reread.” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Invite students to do this with The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff. Pick a simple sentence that repeats through the 
story. 
 
“Here is a sentence from our old storybook favorite that I want 
you to read along with me.” 
 
“‘Trip, trap, trip, trap!’ went the bridge.” 
 
“When we use our letters and sounds we can not only write 
words but read them too. Great work readers!” 
 
Link: 
Remind students to do this work when they read. 
 
“So remember when you go off today to not only look at the 
pictures but use letters and sounds to read important words. 
Happy storybook reading!” 

Session 15 Reading and Connection: 1.1 gathering song.pdf 
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Talking with 
Partners Using 
All They Know 
to About 
Storybooks 
 
 
 

Use the We Are Storybook Readers chart to review ways 
students can read with partners. 
 
“Readers, we have learned so many ways to read a 
storybook. Let us chant our chart together to remind us of all 
we can do. I’ll count back from 3 and you will all read with me. 
3,2,1.” 
 
Read the chart together. 
 
“Not only can we privately read storybooks, we can work with 
a partner to read storybooks together.” 
 
Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you that we work with partners to be 
strong storytellers. 
 
We… 

1. Share an old favorite. 
2. Take turns reading pages. 
3. Practice what we’ve learned. 

 
[Refer to Readers Read with Partners Chart, this will be used 
in Bend 4, just reveal the header/title.] 
 
Teach: 
Invite students to be your partner to read a page in a 
Three Billy Goats Gruff. 
 
“Since all of you will be my reading partner. I will read while 
you listen. Then we can switch where you will read and I will 
listen.” 
 

 
readers can read with a 
partner.pdf 
 
1.2 Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.pdf 
 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Read Aloud 
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Read a sentence on page 13 from the book to point to 
and read some words.  Read the sentence multiple times 
with increasing fluency with each attempt. 
 
“Well then, be off with you,” said the Troll. 
 
Debrief what was demonstrated. 
 
“Did you see how I read the book to you? I made the words 
and pictures match. I pointed to words and pointed to the 
picture.” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Now return back to the sentence you just read and have 
the students reread. You can help them read the same 
sentence.  
 
“Now it is your turn to give it a try. You will reread the 
sentence. I will read along with you and listen to you read. 
Now that we finished reading, let's look at the pictures too. 
Turn and talk to your partner about what is happening in the 
story.” 
 
Debrief what students have done as partners and 
connect that to the anchor chart, specifically “We make 
the words and pictures match” and “we read more and 
more exact words.” 
 
Link: 
Today when students go off they can practice reading 
with a partner instead of private reading. 
 
“Today when you go off, instead of private reading time, I 



want you to work with your partner with your old favorite 
storybook. We wll… 

1. Reread a part. 
2. Take turns reading. 
3. Stop and check your reading. 

 

 

Bend 4: Reading and Talking with Partners 

Session 16 Being a 
Powerful 
Partner 
 
 

Connection: 
Celebrate students working together as partners 
yesterday. 
 

“We are readers! Yesterday, I was so impressed with how 
nicely you worked in partnerships to read storybooks! This 
shows me you are ready to not only private read, but read with 
partners, too.” 
 

Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you something that every reader in the 
world knows. It is fun to read privately and quietly and it is also 
fun to read with a friend. 
 
We… 

1. Sit side-by-side 
2. Place one book in the middle 
3. Read together. 

 
[Readers Read with a Partner:Add sit side-by-side/ book in 
middle to partner chart] 
 

Materials 
 
1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
readers can read with a 
partner.pdf 
 
1.3 the carrot seed.pdf 
 
The Carrot Seed Read 
Aloud 
 
Alphabet Song 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7YWDJvRPIIyetRkLqf9sd2_CjAJuLAF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wQ4GMmWsLC-6Of9e7umVAimzuIF1s-25/view?usp=sharing


Teach: 
Demonstrate being a partner with Mabel. 
 
“Readers, I have a great idea.  I think that Mabel would be a 
fantastic partner!  Don’t you agree?  Put a thumb over your 
heart if you think we should do that.” 
 
Place Mabel down so she is sitting next to you and then 
place a book between you. 
 
“Do you see how Mabel and I are sitting side by side and there 
is a book in the middle of us so we can both see it? 
 
Model reading page by page to Mabel.  Read the first 3 
pages of The Carrot Seed aloud. 
 
Debrief what was demonstrated. 
 
“Readers, did you notice how Mabel and I were sitting side by 
side with the book between us?  Then, I read to Mabel so she 
could hear me and see the book.  Notice how after I read the 
words, I pointed to and talked about the pictures, too.” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Students will practice and have a chance to be Mabel’s 
partner.  Students will chorally read a familiar poem from 
the Phonics Units of Study.  We suggest using the 
Alphabet Song. 
 
“Readers, now it is your turn. You will get a chance to all be 
Mabel’s partner together.  Are you ready?  We will read the 
Alphabet Song that we know from phonics time.  First, make 
sure that you are sitting up tall just like Mabel.  I will put up a 



copy of the Alphabet Song on the document camera so it is 
“between” all of us and we can all see it.  Right, Mabel?  Now, 
get your voice ready to read so Mabel can hear you.” 
 
After chorally reading, students can reread. 
 
“Ok, now this time, Mabel can join in with us.  Just like in 
shared reading.” 
 
Debrief what students have practiced. 
 
“Readers, did you notice how we were great partners with 
Mabel and she was an excellent partner with us?  Turn and 
talk about the things that we did to be great partners.” 
 
Name out ideas that students have said that match the 
partner anchor chart. 
 
“I heard Javier say, “We sat side by side with Mabel so we can 
all see the book.”  I heard Nia say, “The book was in the 
middle so we could all see it.” I also heard Christopher say, 
“We all read together so everyone could hear.” 
 
Link: 
Point to the partner reading chart. 
 
“Before we go off today, let’s remind ourselves of all the great 
things partners do.  We can name them aloud across our 
fingers.  We (1) sit side by side, (2) place the book in the 
middle, and (3) read together.” 

Session 17 See-Saw Read 
 

Prior to this lesson, make sure that you have assigned 
“official” reading partners.  Of course, these partners can 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing


 

be flexible, but students should know who their partner is 
when it comes time to read together. 
 
Connection: 
Rally excitement around partnerships and read a familiar 
poem together. Make sure you have assigned a Partner A 
and Partner B. The suggested poem from phonics time: 
Hickety-Pickety Bumble Bee. 
 
“Readers, now that we have official reading partners, it would 
be great to greet one another with the poem: Hickety-Pickety 
Bumble Bee. Let’s have partner 1 read the poem first. Partner 
2 be ready to say your name. 
 

“Hickety, Pickety Bumble Bee 
Won’t you say your name for me. 

Let’s all whisper it. 
Let’s all clap it. 

Let’s all stomp it. 
Let’s all shout it” 

 
“Now let’s say the poem again but this time partner 2 will read 
it and partner 1 get ready to say your name.” 
 
“Super! Did you know that readers can not only read together 
but take turns reading, just like we did right now?” 
 
Teaching Point:  
Today I want to teach you that partners can see-saw read to 
help each other practice reading. 
 
We… 

1. Sit side-by-side. 

readers can read with a 
partner.pdf 
 
1.3 the carrot seed.pdf 
 
The Carrot Seed Read 
Aloud 
 
Hickety Pickety Bumble 
Bee 
 
Jack and Jill 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7YWDJvRPIIyetRkLqf9sd2_CjAJuLAF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl0FECcSX-M
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D6JBuyrKMqsuBMvN6IMaxWFHX_ZkuEJG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D6JBuyrKMqsuBMvN6IMaxWFHX_ZkuEJG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f2yXtpjeEYALxQtWtsr9RGgfdTBIffP0/view?usp=sharing


2. Put a book in the middle. 
3. Take turns reading pages.. 

 
[Readers Read with a Partner:Add See-Saw read to Partner 
Read] 
 
Teach: 
Invite students to be your partner. You will sit “side-by-
side” and put the book in the middle. Then prompt kids to 
listen and follow along while you read. Read from a 
familiar text: The Carrot Seed. As you read, point to the 
words and then point to the pictures. 
 
“Readers, you are my partner. We will try see-saw reading. 
First, I will read and share The Carrot Seed. Listen and follow 
along, just as strong partners do. 
 
Point to that page in the text and remind students what 
has previously occurred. 
 
Remember that his mother, father, and his big brother said it 
won’t come up. Listen as I read this next page, “Everyday the 
little boy pulled up the weeds from around the seed and 
sprinkled it with water.” 
 
Debrief what you demonstrated. 
 
“Did you see how I read the book, pointing to all the words and 
looking at the pictures?  
 
Active Engagement: 
Have students take a turn reading, using the poem Jack 
and Jill.  Give students a copy of the poem. They can 



point to the words as the class reads. 
 
“Now my partners, it is your turn. One way partners read is by 
taking turns. Will you read the poem Jack and Jill? 
 
Directs partner one to read along while partner two 
listens.  Then have partners switch roles and reread. 
 
“Ok partners, just like before, we are going to take turns 
reading and listening. Partner 1, you will read along with me 
first from the poem and partner two will listen. Then we will 
switch and reread.  Partner one will listen while partner two 
readers along with me.  Let’s try it!” 
 
Debrief what was practiced. 
 
“Great reading. I saw everyone pointing, reading, and 
following as their partner was reading. I must say, I did a great 
job, too. I was listening and following as you read.” 
 
Link: 
Tell students that each day they will have time to private 
read and time to partner read. Point to see-saw read on 
the chart. 
 
“As you go off today, keep in mind that we can have fun 
reading privately, all on our own, and fun taking turns with a 
partner, See-Saw reading. Off you go!” 

Session 18 Share Wow-
Parts 
 

Connection: 
Place class read aloud on the document camera with a 
post-it on the page marked WOW! 
 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
readers can read with a 
partner.pdf 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing


. 

“Readers, I want to share something that really surprised me 
from our class read aloud, The Carrot Seed. Look, I put a 
post-it right here. The little boy pulled weeds and watered the 
seed every day. That surprised me because his whole family 
said it will not grow. He still took care of it anyway.That was a 
WOW! part of the book for me.” 
 
“Readers not only read together and take turns reading, they 
can mark important parts to help them talk about books too.” 
 
Teaching Point:  
Today I want to teach you that partners can mark pages that 
wow them to share them with their partner. 
 
We… 

1. Share a book. 
2. Find the wow part. 
3. Talk about the wow part. 

 
 [Readers Read with a Partner: Add, Share Wow Pages] 
 
Teach: 
Go to a WOW page in an old class favorite. One 
suggestion is The Three Billy Goats Gruff page 26-28.  
 
“Look readers, I want to reread this page because it is my 
WOW part in the Three Billy Goats Gruff.” 
 
Read the pages aloud to students. 
 
After rereading, “I find this part a WOW part because the big 
billy goat was so clever. He outsmarted the Troll and pushed 
him over the bridge. Super wow, now they can eat the grass.” 

 
1.2 Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.pdf 
 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Read Aloud 
 
Jack and Jill 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kZtLxXaNowm3dq1lmPkqMCY8WyNCyVL6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kZtLxXaNowm3dq1lmPkqMCY8WyNCyVL6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNMBhGPU1_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNMBhGPU1_U
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f2yXtpjeEYALxQtWtsr9RGgfdTBIffP0/view?usp=sharing


 
Debrief what was demonstrated. 
 
“Did you see how I did not just read the pictures and words, I 
talked about the book too?” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Invite students to find a WOW part in the poem Jack and 
Jill. Partners can share. 
 
“Class I am going to reread the poem, Jack and Jill. Listen for 
a WOW part. Imagine you have a post-it. Think which part of 
the poem you would put it. 
 
“Now that I read the poem. Give me a thumbs up when you 
have a WOW part to share with your partner. Great! Turn and 
talk.” 
 
Highlight what students have discussed. 
 
“Turn back to me. I heard Julissa say, “Her wow part was 
when Jack fell down and broke his crown. And Luke said his 
wow part was when Jill tumbled after Jack.” 
 
“Readers mark wow parts in learn-about-the-world books, 
storybooks, songs, and poems, too. When we read all kinds of 
texts, we think about the parts that wow us.” 
 
Link: 
“Today and everyday we will go off to private reading. Then 
we will transition to partner reading. Remember we… 

1. Sit side by side 
2. Put the book in the middle 



3. See-saw read. 
4. Share wow pages. 

Session 19 Partners 
Reread and 
Add a Pinch 
of You 
 

. 

Connection: 
Engage students to read the “Readers Read with a 
Partner” chart. Point to each partner activity on the chart 
as the class reads.  
 
“Readers it is hard to believe but we have been in 
kindergarten for almost a month now. We are really becoming 
readers. We know how to read in private and how to read with 
a partner. Let’s remind ourselves of all we learned about 
partner reading.” 
We… 

1. Sit side by side. 
2. Put the book in the middle. 
3. See-saw read. 
4. Share wow pages. 

 
“These are not the only things that partners can do when they 
read together. Give me a big thumbs up if you are ready to 
hear two more. I see lots of thumbs up. Alright I will tell you.” 
 
Teaching Point:  
Today I want to teach you that partners can put their book in 
the middle to reread and add a pinch of you. 
We… 

1. Share a book. 
2. Reread a part. 
3. Share a pinch of you by saying, “I think…” 

 
[Readers Read with a Partner: Add, Add a Pinch of You] 
 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
readers can read with a 
partner.pdf 
 
1.3 the carrot seed.pdf 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7YWDJvRPIIyetRkLqf9sd2_CjAJuLAF/view?usp=sharing


Teach: 
Tell students another way to partner read is to reread 
together. Then add two pinches. One pinch for each 
partner. Place the book, The Carrot Seed, on the 
document camera, reread, then share a pinch of you. 
  
“Readers, look at my special “pinch of me” post-it I put in our 
book, The Carrot Seed. I put it right here on the second to last 
page of the book. I will place the book in the middle, on a 
document camera. Now I will reread, “a carrot came up” Join 
me to read the page again.  
 
After rereading, add in your thinking. 
 
Listen to my pinch, ‘I think the little boy showed that when you 
believe in something and work at it, something wonderful can 
happen.’” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Invite students to add another pinch.  
 
“You are my partners. We have the book in the middle. I 
shared my pinch, now you share yours. Turn and talk.” 
 
Debrief what was discussed. 
 
“Super thinking! I heard Kayla say, “The boy looks surprised. I 
also heard Thiago say, “ The carrot really grew big.” 
 
Link: 
Send students off to add a special “pinch post-it” to their 
books today.  
 



“Readers, rereading and adding a pinch of you rocks! 
Remember when you go off, you read quietly and then share a 
pinch of you at partner time. Place a special pinch post-it in 
your book to be ready for partner time today. Away we go!” 

Session 20 Partners Read 
the Pictures 
and the Words 
 

 

Connection: 
Show students the chart: We are Readers. Point to each 
part of the chart and ask students to join you. 
 
“We are really growing as reading partners. We know how to 
do so many things. Let’s reread our We are Readers chart to 
remind us of all the ways we can read. 

1. We can look. 
2. We can think. 
3. We can read. 

 
“Now who is ready to hear another important thing partners 
can do during partner time? Touch your ears, if you do. Looks 
like we all want to hear it.” 
 
Teaching Point:  
Today I want to teach you that as you put the book in the 
middle, you can reread, and talk. Another way to share books 
is to read the words together. 
 
We… 

1. Share a Wow part. 
2. Talk about the pictures. 
3. Read words together.     

 
[Readers Read with a Partner: Add, Read the Pictures and the 
Words] 
 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
readers can read with a 
partner.pdf 
 
1.3 the carrot seed.pdf 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7YWDJvRPIIyetRkLqf9sd2_CjAJuLAF/view?usp=sharing


Teach and Active Engagement: 
Invite students to look at pictures and read words in a 
familiar book. One suggestion is the Carrot Seed. Share 
your wow part, (which focuses on a picture today), talk 
and read together. 
 
“Look boys and girls. I have the book The Carrot Seed. With 
the page I marked as my wow part. See the word WOW on my 
post-it. Look at the boy on this page, he looks so proud. His 
carrot grew very big.” 
 
Debrief what you demonstrated. 
 
“Did you see how I came prepared with a part of my book 
marked with a wow part? Did you also see how I talked about 
that part? Give me two thumbs up if you did.” 
 
“Take a minute to look at this picture. Put your thumb on your 
knee if you are ready to talk about the picture. Turn and talk.” 
 
Debrief what was discussed. 
 
“Lee said, “The carrot is in a wheelbarrow.” Susie said, “The 
boy has big eyes and they look happy.” 
 
“Now will you reread this part?” And then, one day a carrot 
came up just as the little boy had known it would.”  
 
As a class, have students reread aloud  a section 
stopping to look at a picture after each page. 
 
“Readers, please read along with me now.  After each page, 
we will look closely at the picture and think about the story.” 



 
Debrief what was practiced together. 
 
“Readers, did you notice how we read each page, stopping to 
look at the pictures after reading, and then talking about the 
partners.  This is how great partners read together.” 
 
Link: 
Before sending the students off, reread the We are 
Partners chart to remind students of all the things that 
partners can do.  
 
“Before we go off today, let us all reread our chart: We are 
partners. Partners…. 
 

1. Sit side by side 
2. Put the book in the middle. 
3. See-saw read. 
4. Share wow pages. 
5. Reread to learn more. 
6. Add a pinch of you. 
7. Read the pictures and the words. 

 
“I think we are ready to be readers. Hey wait a minute! We are 
readers. Today and each day we will private and partner 
read.” 

Session 21 Celebration 
 

 

Connection: 
Tell students today is a special day because we are going 
to celebrate becoming readers. Have students pick a 
book: Fiction or nonfiction. Chant the alphabet song to 
invite excitement that we are learning to read. 
 

1.1 gathering song.pdf 
 
readers can read with a 
partner.pdf 
 
readers learn from books.pdf 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fuhf6Iky0Q2_rXWa_xTvqxVIHLYsfyf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQUSfOMrvhk1ZU57RMVLeGkru0VYk_VJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NVmTDUFNNOzzl3zRKmFyoWmuAivO56Gy/view?usp=sharing


“Readers, we are going to have a special celebration today of 
all the work we did to become readers! Before we read our 
books, let’s sing our alphabet song. After all it is knowing our 
letters and sounds that allows us to read. Ready, set, sing!” 
 
After singing, say, “Well, now I know we are all ready to 
celebrate! 
 
Teaching Point: 
Today I want to teach you that when people work hard at 
something and they succeed, they celebrate. One way we 
celebrate is by having a parade. 
We… 

1. Private read. 
2. Partner read. 
3. March in a parade. 

 
Teach: 
Reread charts with students, first Learn about the World 
Chart and then Storybook Reading Chart. 
 
“To get ready for reading today. Let us chant all that we do in 
learn-about-the-world books. Great, now let us chant all we do 
as storybook readers.” 
 
Active Engagement: 
Have students hold up the kind of book they have.  
Remind them to use the chart to help them practice the 
book they will read today. 
 
“Okay readers, just like in the Carrot Seed, the boy kept caring 
for the carrot seed and it grew and grew. We need to take 
care of our reading by practicing. Here are the charts you 

 
1 (Chart) Readers learn from 
books, too.pdf 
 
1 [chart] We are readers.pdf 
 
Alphabet Song 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FznnYN8JBM0pKAzH690S0JSs8T_mjeCz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FznnYN8JBM0pKAzH690S0JSs8T_mjeCz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/189zfmt9w-eZhyaDOmxNvyhdKDBgr4tcs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wQ4GMmWsLC-6Of9e7umVAimzuIF1s-25/view?usp=sharing


need. (Point to charts.) If you have a nonfiction learn-about-
the-world book, hold up your book. If you have a storybook, 
hold up your book. Make sure to  use the charts to practice, 
right here and now.” 
 
Debrief what was practiced. 
 
“I heard such great reading! I saw you looking at pictures, 
matching letters and sounds, and rereading, too! Wonderful 
work!” 
 
Link: 
Encourage students to read and reread. After they go off 
to read, make sure they have time for partner reading, too. 
After partner reading time, prepare for your parade.  
Choose a parade route. Maybe give each student a bow to 
place on their book.  
 
“When you go off today remember that we will read privately 
and then we will partner read. To be ready to celebrate, we 
must practice, practice, practice to make our reading grow, 
just like the carrot seed. Off you go!” 

 


