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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
I cannot believe are closing out another successful school year at LCJSMS. I want to begin
by congratulating the LCJSMS class of 2018. When I first met them, they were young sixth
graders learning how to navigate the Middle School. Now, they are thriving eighth graders
ready to conquer high school. We continue to work with our young minds as we develop
them into critical thinkers. The springtime at LCJSMS brings many opportunities for
students to showcase their talent. Whether through musical concerts, sporting events or
other extracurricular activities, you can see the growth and development of the LCJSMS
students.
I hope parents enjoyed the discussion on homework presented by Mrs. Michelle Cebula on
May 24, 2018.
The Science Expo was another success and provided parents the opportunity to explore
Science from the lens of their kids and see the great projects students worked on
throughout the year. Facilities do make a real difference in terms of instruction. LCJSMS
Science teachers have taken full advantage of the labs that make cutting-edge instruction
easier.
Spring Events
Every year LCJSMS participates in the Foreign Language Poetry Contest at William
Paterson University. All languages and grades are represented in this statewide
competition. Our students were tasked with presenting a poem to a large jury in their
target language. We are delighted to announce that four of our students took home a prize!
Seventh graders went online to rank their class choices for their eighth grade cycle classes.
Students are required to take two cycle classes and then select two additional cycle classes
from a list of four possibilities. Students should expect to get either their first or second
choice. They will not get their last choice; however, it is important to remember that not all
students can be guaranteed their first choice.
Once again our students took part in the annual Flag Day Program at LCJSMS on Thursday,
May 31st. Sixth and seventh grade students read the history of several flags, while eighth
graders carried flags. Bel Canto and the Stage Band performed, as well.
Our Middle School music groups took a trip to Dorney Park May 19th to compete in the
music festival held there each year. Each of our groups received a Superior rating on their
performance. This is the highest rating possible at the festival. We congratulate our music
groups on this outstanding honor.
During the month of May we welcomed fifth graders in the district from each of the five
elementary schools through our Open Doors transition program. Students toured our
building with the assistance of some of our sixth graders, asked questions of current
students, and were provided with information about a typical day at the Middle School, as
well as the STOKES program. We look forward to welcoming these students as our new
sixth grade class in September.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK (CONTINUED)
This is just a snapshot of the many exciting things happening at LCJSMS each day. We are
lucky to work and learn in such an active and engaging environment.
Our PTO – True Partners in Education
We are extremely fortunate to have such a dedicated group of parents running our Parent
Teacher Organization. Again this year the PTO has assisted us with parent communication
through a weekly email blast. They also maintain their own informative website, provide
financial resources to purchase major items, and supply bagels and orange juice for all of
our Advisory Programs. As always, the PTO donates much-needed funding for major school
trips and programs, and supports our faculty and staff at every turn. The PTO does so much
for our school. It is through the support of all the LCJSMS parents that they are able to do so
much. As budgets get tighter and tighter in education, the unwavering support of our PTO
remains an incredibly valuable asset. Mrs. Beth Little and Mrs. Kristen Pierotti have been
energetic and dedicated Co-Presidents of the PTO, and it is with great appreciation that we
recognize their efforts in particular. We also welcome Co-Presidents elect Mrs. Allison
Busam and Mrs. Meghan Terry, who will soon assume the roles of 2018-2019 PTO CoPresident.
The Summit Educational Foundation – Making a Real Difference at LCJSMS
Each year the Summit Educational Foundation funds grants to our school in significant
ways to enhance every aspect of our program. The SEF is a remarkable organization, and
none of their hugely impactful financial support would be possible without the generosity
of Summit parents and community members. It is important for all of those supporters to
know that their contributions are making a major positive impact at LCJSMS.
Scheduling
Scheduling for all three grades continues to move ahead. There will continue to be three
teams at all grade levels. For the purposes of accurate planning, please let us know in
writing and as soon as possible, if your child will not be attending LCJSMS next year. Also,
we appreciate your cooperation in not making requests for a particular teacher.
Graduation Information – Important for All Parents and Guardians of Eighth Graders
Graduation is rapidly approaching and, before we know it, this outstanding group of young
people will move onto their high school experience. This year, graduation will be held
Wednesday, June 20th, at investorsBank Field at Tatlock Park beginning at 7:00 p.m. If the
weather does not cooperate, the ceremony will be held in the Auditorium at Summit High
School. At the conclusion of the ceremony parents will have time to take pictures, then
students will board buses to take them to LCJSMS to attend the eighth grade graduation
dance that will end at 10:00 p.m.
Eighth grade parents should have recently received a mailing from us containing three
tickets to be used for the graduation if we are forced to hold an indoor ceremony. Tickets
are required only if the ceremony is held inside. There will be plenty of seating if the
program is held outside. You will find a detailed schedule of events for the end of the 20172018 school year contained within this issue of The Gargoyle. The schedule contains all of
the end-of-year activities.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK (CONTINUED)
On behalf of the entire staff, I commend all of our graduates for their efforts and
achievements. They have grown from dependent to independent learners, ready for all of
the many challenges that await them at Summit High School.
A Final Note
There is always a lot happening at the Middle School, particularly during the final weeks of
school. It is important that students be present and on time, even as the weather begins to
warm up and the great outdoors calls us. Your assistance in reinforcing this with your
children is always greatly appreciated.
On behalf of the faculty and staff, I would like to wish everyone a safe and healthy summer.
Mr. Damen G. Cooper
Principal
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SUMMER READING LIST 2018

GRADE 6 (A total of two (2) books are required to be read.)
Required Reading:

Wonder by R. J. Palacio
Raymie Nightingale by Kate Dicamillo*
*(If student has already read Wonder)

Select one of the following:

Belly Up by Stuart Gibbs
Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

GRADE 7:
Required Reading:

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

Select one of the following:

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan
Tangerine by Edward Bloor
Nothing But the Truth by Avi
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan

GRADE 8:
Select two of the following:

Facing the Lion: Growing Up Maasai on the African Savanna
by Joseph Lemasolai Lekuton and Herman J. Viola
Ashes of Roses by Mary Jane Auch
Interstellar Pig by William Sleator
Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer
The Last Mission by Harry Mazer
Dances with Wolves by Michael Blake
Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

GRADE 9:
Required Reading:

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie

LCJSMS SCHOOL-WIDE OLYMPICS A SUCCESS!
This winter, LCJSMS formed a Student School Climate and Culture Committee to work
towards creating a positive school climate. Through ideas of the Committee, students
brainstormed opportunities to interact with students from other grade levels. The
Committee planned the first ever LCJSMS School-Wide Olympics, which was held Friday,
April 27, 2018. It was a great way to bring the school community together.
All academic teams met in their specified location and dressed up in their assigned team
color to get ready for the Olympic events. In each location, there were different groups
which consisted of a homeroom from each grade level. These groups competed in Minute to
Win It challenges. Staff supported students by leading cheers and timing the activities.
In the end, we had a winning team from each location which consisted of a total of 11
homerooms. Each homeroom received an Olympic trophy, Monday morning treats, and
bragging rights. We are looking forward to continuing this activity in the coming years.

Lucas Allan races across the gym on a
bath mat in the “Magic Carpet” activity.

Olivia Reichart, Olivia Canavosio, and Abigail Zahn
show their “Team B” pride in green.

Mrs. Michelle Hoff
Student Assistance Counselor

LCJSMS 2017-2018
END-OF-YEAR ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
JUNE
4-5

Mon. – Tues.

Gr. 8 Washington, DC, Trip

11

Monday

Gr. 8 Chromebook and charger collection

12

Tuesday

Grs. 6/7 Chromebook and charger collection

8

Friday

8:00 AM

Return all student library books/materials to library by HR
Library closes for class use for remainder of school year

3:00 PM

Student library borrowing ends
Grs. 7/8 – All academic projects due

12

Tues. 11:45- 2:45 PM

Gr. 8 – Pool Party (weather permitting) OR
Education-oriented activities by team

13

Weds. 11:45-2:45 PM

Pool Party Raindate OR Education-oriented activities by team

15

Friday

3:00 PM

Gr. 8 Deficiencies due

18

Monday

8:10 AM

Grs. 6/7 – Locker Clean-Out

19

Tuesday

8:10 AM

Gr. 8 – Locker Clean-Out

9:00 AM

Gr. 8 – Graduation Assembly and Awards Ceremony
Gr. 8 - DC picture distribution
Gr. 8 Yearbook Assembly – Cafeteria Periods 5 and 7

3:00 PM

Grs. 6/7 Deficiencies due
End of marking period

20

Weds. 8:00-12:15 PM

Gr. 8 – Graduation practice at Tatlock Field/SHS

11:15-12:15 PM

Gr. 6 – Yearbook Assembly – Mueller’s Gym

11:15-12:15 PM

Gr. 7 – Yearbook Assembly – Cafeteria

12:15 PM
7:00 - 10:00 PM

Single Session/Early Dismissal for all Students
Gr. 8 Graduation, Reception at Tatlock Field/SHS
Gr. 8 Gradation Dance at LCJSMS

21

Thursday

12:15 PM

Last day for all students
Single Session – Early Dismissal

NOTICE'OF'NON)DISCRIMINATION'

'

'

'

'

'

'

'
It#is#the#policy#of#the#Summit#City#School#District#that#this#district#does#not#discriminate#on#
the# basis# of# race,# color,# creed,# religion,# sex,# affectional# or# sexual# orientation,# ancestry,#
national#origin,#social#or#economic#status,#or#disability.##
#
Dr.# Jane# Kachmar>Desonne# has# been# designated# as# the# district’s# 504/ADA# Coordinator# to#
handle#complaints#alleging#discrimination#based#on#one’s#disability#and#to#coordinate#the#
district’s#efforts#to#comply#with#the#regulations#implementing#Section#504#and#the#ADA.#
#
Dr.# Matthew# J.# Block# has# been# designated# as# the# district’s# Affirmative# Action# Officer# to#
handle# complaints# alleging# all# other# prohibited# types# of# discrimination# and# to# coordinate#
the# district’s# efforts# to# comply# with# the# regulations# implementing# all# other# non>
discrimination#laws.##They#can#be#contacted#at#the#following#addresses:#
#
Dr.#Jane#Kachmar>Desonne#
Director#of#Special#Education#Services#
Office#of#Special#Education#Services#
14#Beekman#Terrace#
Summit,#NJ#07901#
908>273>6658#
#
Dr.#Matthew#J.#Block#
Director#of#Human#Resources#
Summit#Board#of#Education#
14#Beekman#Terrace#
Summit,#NJ#07901#
908>273>3023#
#
!
#
#

AFFIRMATIVE'ACTION''

'

'

'

'

'

'

#
Students# or# parents# with# affirmative# action# concerns# should# address# them# to# the#
administration#or#to:#
#
Dr.#Matthew#J.#Block#
Director#of#Human#Resources#
Summit#Board#of#Education#
14#Beekman#Terrace#
Summit,#NJ#07901#
908>273>3023#
#
!
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